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ADVERTISEMENT 
To  the  Second  Impression. 

1  t 

TH  E  public  fhould  not  have  been  troubled  with 
this  Hiftory,  if  there  were  not  two  reafons, 
which  in  fome  meafure  made  it  necefiary.  One  is, 
that  the  many  accounts  which  have  been  publifhed  of 
the  late  tranfa<ftions  are  not  only  fo  extremely  par¬ 
tial,  but  fo  very  defective  in  narrative,  and  fo  ma¬ 
terially  foreign  to  truth,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  form 
from  them  any  juft  idea  of  fome  of  the  moft  inter- 
efting  events  which  ever  agitated  the  mind*.  of  men. 
The  other  reafon  is,  that  while  the  tranfa<ftions  are 
recent,  and  every  particular  of  them  is  well  remem¬ 
bered,  it  is  lefs  difficult  to  do  juftice  to  the  caufe, 
and  to  the  perfons  concerned  in  it,  than  if  it  were 
poftponed  to  fome  diftant  period,  when  not  only 
the  errors  and  partialities  of  the  prefent  writers^ 
would  undoubtedly  mifiead  the  future  enquirer,  but 
their  intentional  omilfions  of  many  of  the  moft  ma¬ 
terial  facfts  prevent,  perhaps  for  ever,  his  being  able 
to  attain  a  right  knowledge  of  them. 

The  writers  have  no  other  apology  to  make  fot 
the  publication  of  this  work,  but  that  the  fame 
impartial  defign  has  not  been  executed  before. 


The  following  excellent  Pieces  of  P  O  E  T  R  Y  oers 
fioned  by  the  Fa£b  related  in  this  History,’ having 
appeared  m  the  public  Papers  at  various  Times  find 

“  r,;lLr  ^effi0n’  n6nhaVe  here  colleaeJ  them  into 
a  regular  Series,  and  flatter  ourfelves  they  will  not 

prove  unacceptable  to  the  Reader  3 


A  SKETCH. 

Written  immediately  after  reading  The  Hiftory  of  the  Late 

Minority. 

Difce  Omties * 

♦ 

H°,  ^  wfe-  are  Hopes  !  hovv  changeable  is  Man  * 
bhall  Whigs  complete  what  Jacobites  began  ? 

Whigs  do  I  call  them  ?  HeavVs  1  how  falfe  the 
Claim! 

ScJer.letith.e  Slaws  prophane  that  facred  Name. 

Who  is  their  Leader  ?  Who  directs  the  Band  ? 

By  whom  are  all  their  feeble  Meafures  plann’d  ? 

L  e n  by  that  haughty,  timid,  treacherous  Thing, 

Who  fears  a  Shadow, — yet  who  rules  a  King. 

Clofe  to  his  Standard,  tretnbling,  firft  appears, 

An  hoary  Dotard,  bent  by  Weight  of  Years  ; 

1  he  arch  Preceptor  in  Corruption’s  School, 
in  Worth  a  Bankrupt,  and  in  Senfe  a  Fool  ; 

A  would-be  Jove  to  grafp  the  Golden  Shovv’r, 

With  Hands  unnerved  fcrambling  Hill  for  Pow’r' 

True  to  no  Party,  Heady  to  no  Pian, 

Three-fcore  and  Twelve,  and  never  yet  a  Man. 

Next  comes  the  pale,  unfledg’d,  ill-tutor’d  Boy 
Newmarket’s  Glory,  and  the  Cockpit’s  Joy  ; 

(None  need  I  mention,  for  he  Ihines  at  ail. 

Except  but  one— the  Cockpit  at  Whitehall) 

From  Honour’s  Paths  his  Wildnefs  to  reflrain, 

A  flaunch,  old  Tory  bears  the  Stripling’s  Train. 

Let  thefe  contraHed  Specimens  fuffice. 

To  place  her  Guides  before  Britannia’s  Eyes  : 

Then  let  herjudge;  and  if  the  Pi&ure’s  juH, 

Shall  Hie  trufl  them,  who  can’t  each  other  truH  ? 

Various  as  Winds,  in  this  they  All  agree, _ 

To  Aaron’s  Golden  Calf  to  bend  the  Knee. 

Their  BoaHs  of  Freedom  let  one  Line  refute,— 

Dare  they  difmifs  th’  acknowleg’d  Friends  of  Bun  ? 

N.  C.  M.  S.  C. 


To  the  Cavillers  at  The  History  of  the  Late 

minority. 


i 


The  truer  a  Libel,  the  <worfe  it  is. 

Ministerial  Maxim. 

Vide  Jefferyes’s  Reports ,  Fol.  4 5 . 

/  « 

RAIL,  ye  unlearned  AfTes  !  Bill  rail  on  ; 

Th’  unrighteous  Mammon  faves  when  Virtue’s 

gone  : 

Pour  forth  your  Vows  at  Fal/ehoodfs  fable  Shrine, 

While  (he  infpires  the  Dark,  the  nervelefs  Line  : 

With  brazen  Fronts  recorded  Crimes  deny. 

Bid  Fact  defiance,  and  give  1  ruth  the  Lie. 

O  happy  Eafe  !  O  more  than  magic  Skill  ! 

To  drive  o’er  black’ning  Leaves  the  unmeaning  Quill  ; 
To  wire  draw  Nonfenfe,  fay  what’s  laid  before, 
Though  ftill  detected,  fcribbling  more  and  more,  > 
The  fame  dull  trafh  retailing  o’er  and  o’er.  J 

Boldly  proceed,  in  Common-fenfe’s  fpite, 

Wajh  you  cannot,  then  daub  the  ABthiop  white. 

The  bujllittg,  treacherous,  blundering  Duk  e  defcribe, 
As  one  who  fcarce  knows  what  it  is  to  bribe  j 
Paint  him  a  Patriot,  ftcadv,  firm,  and  free. 

Sway’d  by  no  Power  but  facred  Liberty  ; 

Warm’d  in  old  Age  with  all  the  hire  of  Youth, 

His  Head  all  Rea/on,  and  his  Heart  all  Truth . 

The  Marquis  next  in  Rank  demands  your Praife, 
Who  fuch  a  Fund  of  Eloquence  difplays  ; 

Whofe  Wit  is  Jlerling ,  and  on  whom  attends 
All-pow'rful  Logic— at  his  Fingers'  ends , 

With  bright  Eulogiums  thus  go  round  ’em  all, 
Walfingham ,  Conway  ;  Cecil ,  Richmond  call  ; 

Chufe  for  each  Place  the  Pcrfon  molt  unfit, 

Be  Onslow,  TEMPLE,  To  mm  y  Tow  ns  h  end,  PITT  : 
In  fine,  to  end  at  once  the  whole  Difpute, 

Strike  Vifion  blind,  and  Demonltration  mute,  S 

Roundly  deny  their  a&ing  under  Bute.  J 


N.  C.  M.  S.  C. 


To  the  late  minority 

After  having  maturely  confidered  The  Hiftory  of  their 

Conduft. 

Sunt  certi  denique  Jinet. 

/\  'L®  d?f.s  fr  You  '■hen,  ye  venal  Crew  ? 

O  I  ITrfri  w/'"n2  >'our  Souls  becaufe  ’tis  true  ? 
O  worftof  Libels  !  Satire  moil  fevere! 

rrr,  Truth.  convidive  llrikes  the  Culprit’s  Ear ; 

An  ,  ?  .c0!’fc,0us  Gu!!‘  ftands  glaring  in  his  Eye,  ' 

And  h.s  Face  owns  it,  tho’  his  Wofds  deny, 
i-et  Minions  rave,  w.Apenftond  Creatures  rail, 
l  ruth  is  all-powerful,  and  muft  hill  prevail. 

Look  back,  ye  Slaves  to  that  ill  omen’d  Day, 

CWay  UflUn^  Freedom  mark'd  your  treacherous 

Fraught  with  Deceit,  and  eager  to  betray : 

Deferred  TEMPLE  foremofton  the  Plain, 
^-wa^her  Banners,  call’d  you  back  in  vain  - 

ThroIe°,ICe  “  T1,UndCr  Warn’d  >'-  from  ’ 

Kin^UTE'  ln  fP'endid  Ufurpation  Ihone, 

Aing-hke,  array’d  with  Honours  not  his  own  ' 

bis  fervile,  cringing  Clan 
Purfud  the  Traces  of  the  Favourite's  P\&n  ; 

Handt  HeadS’  falfC  HeartS’  3nd  fe-Ue 
Enforc’d  Obedience  to  his  worft  Commands. 

And  foulIOnnC  1r  WaS  r°bb’d  °f  311  her  Charms, 

And  foul  Oppreflion  won  you  to  her  Arms 

Ye  weak  Supporters  of  a  defperate  Caufe 

Deferve  for  once  your  Country’s  juft  Applaufe  • 

Your  bungling  Talents  now  can  only  fate  ’ 

The  dark,  mfidious  Stratagems  of  Bute  : 

Kefign,  Retire,  forego  the  dangerous  Field 

Saul  s  Armour  leave  to  thofe  who  beft  can  w’ield  • 

The  ponderous  Sh.eld  which  TEMPLE’s  Arm  could 

Shall  feeble  Rockingham  prefume  to  wear? 

The  towering  Helmet  fure  can  never  fit 
Richmond  or  Conway,  which  was  made  for  PITT 
Genius  of  England  1  Freedom’s  Guardian  !  rife 

T°  ,avc,t  ly  t°‘1S  fome  8lorl°us  Means  devife  • 

1  o  head  thy  Pow’rs  be  feme  Great  Chief  evoWM 

’  or  ct  eacb  funy  Whipfier  feize  thy  Sword.  ^ 

N.  C.  M.  S.  C. 


WHAT  SHOULD  BE: 

AddreJJed  to 

HIM  WHO  CAN. 

Sj  mea  cu?n  •vejiris  valuiffent  V ota,  Britanni  / 

YE  S  ;  there  are  Men,  untainted,  firm  and  free. 
Friends  to  their  Country,  King,  and  Liberty/ 
Diitinguifh’d  Objetts  of  the  public  Choice  :  — 

Heav’n  ftamps  it’s  Sanction  on  the  gen’ral  Voice. 

With  Joy  fele&ing  more  melodious  Lays, 

Such  Miniflers  e’en  Satire’s  Mufe  can  Praife, 

Who  need  no  Tricks  of  State  Applaufe  to  win. 

When  Out  refpefted,  popular  when  In. 

Whom  fh all  the  Lyre,  in  confcious  Freedom  bold. 
Enrol  on  high,  with  Patriot  Chiefs  of  old, 

Boafted  by  Greece  or  Rome,  while  eager  Fame 
Sounds  her  loud  Trump  to  eternize  the  Name  ? 

O  !  let  not  envious  Preference  e’er  create 
Jealous  Difguft,  where  all  are  good  and  great! 

When  foaring  Worth  all  Eulogy  tranfeends, 

Such  Kindred  Souls  harmonious  Virtue  blends  * 

Then  let  the  Glorious  Conftellation  lhine 
PITT,TEMPLE,  CAMDEN,  grace  one  brilliant  Line 
As  faithful  Hijlory  points  them  out  to  view, 

Sound  'mid It  Corruption,  and  ’midft  Falfehood  true. 

Near  them  place  LYTTELTON,  the  Poet’s  Pride, 
By  filken  Bands  to  ev’ry  Mufe  allied  ; 

Bold  in  the  Senate,  in  the  Council  fage, 

Warm  as  quick  Youth,  and  Wife  as  cautious  Age 
Hear,  then,  the  Wifh  thy  duteous  Sons  exprefs* 
Thou,  who  haft  Power  to  hear,  and  to  redrefs  ! 

Difmifs  th’  unform’d,  ill-pair’d,  unequal  Band, 

Fit  for  no  Schemes  but  fuch  as  Bute  hathpiann’d  * 
Out  with  them  all,  and  in  their  Room  admit 
TEMPLE  and  Skill,  Ability  and  PITT  ; 

True  to  the  State,  above  all  private  Ends' 

Kind  to  their  Friends— for  their’s  are  Vir’tue’s  Friends, 
I  hen  harfh  Difcordance  lhall  be  heard  no  more 
But  England  be  what  England  was  before  * 

When  the  great  Patriot  Brothers,  Hand  in' Hand 
O’er  Earth  and  Ocean  fpread  their  King’s  Command, 
Bright  mng  the  choicefl  Jewels  of  his  Crown 
At  home  Afledlion,  and  abroad  J^enown 

HIATUS. 

*#***#**##  *  *  ,  # 


v°,?U.TEi  \n^adof  Contempt,  and  of  Odium, 
You  d  wifh  to  obtain  umverfal  Elogium, 

from  your  Breaft  to  yourGullet  transfer  the  Blue  String 
Our  Hearts  are  all  your’s  at  the  very  firft  Swing. 

N.  C.  M.  S.  C. 
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Ftrft  ft eps  of  the  Favourite.  His  defigns. 
Fakes  Mr .  Fox  for  his  guide .  They  at¬ 
tack  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Favourite  begins 
to  form  bis  faff  ion.  Pulls  of  the  majky 
and  difmifes  Mr.  Legge.  'Letters  and 
notes  explaining  that  diftnifion. 

2reat  and  irreparable  lofs 
T  fobs,  which  this  nation  buffered, 
^  ky  ^ie  death  of  his  late  Ma- 

jefty, •  is  neither  to  be  efti- 
mated  nor  conceived :  while  he  lived,  that 
able  and  upright  adminirtration,  who  with 
the  greateft  glory  to  them  (elves,  and  un- 
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parallelled  advantage  to  their  country, 
were  fafe  and  undifturbed  in  continuing 
thofe  fucceffes,  which  at  length  mujt  have 
produced  fuch  a  peace,  as  was  not  only 
honourable ,  but  adequate  and  permanent. 
No  lurking,  mifchievous  Stuart  durft 
then  interfere  in  the  management  of  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs.  But  no  fooner  was  the  breath 
out  of  the  late  King’s  body,  than  the  Earl 
of  Bute  both  intended  and  attempted  to 
take  the  lead  in  the  adminiftration.  To 
the  gratification  of  his  ambitious  views, 
is  to  be  attributed  all  the  divilions  and 
diftradtions  into  which  this  unhappy 
kingdom  has  been  plunged,  lince  his  pre¬ 
lent  Majefty’s  acceffion  to  the  crown.  It 
is  affirming  no  pretence  to  wifdom,  nor 
is  it  any  affront  to  common  fenfe,  to  fay, 
that  if  no  fuch  man  as  the  Earl  of  B.  had 
been  in  evidence,  when  the  late  King 
died,  not  one  of  thofe  evils  would  have 
happened,  which  not  only  the  prefent 
race  of  men,  but  their  children,  will,  in 
all  probability,  curfe  to  their  graves. 

Two  days  after  his  prefent  Majefty's 
acceffion,  the  Earl  of  Bute  was,  with 
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the  King’s  eldeft  brother,  introduced  into 
the  privy  council.  Scarce  was  the  ink 
dry,  which  had  marked  his  name  upon 
the  council  book,  when,  although  no 
minifler  himfelf,  yet  he  affumed  a  ma- 
gifterial  air  of  authority,  and  began  to 
give  law  in  the  court  j  and  to  ihew,  not 
only  with  what  contempt  he  meant  to 
treat  the  memory  and  conduct  of  the  de- 
ceafed  Monarch,  but  his  diflike  of  the 
meafures  which  were  then,  and  had  for 
l'ome  time  been  purfued  ;  and  in  order  to 
affront  the  minifters  and  the  allied  army, 
he  invited  to  court,  while  the  late  King 
lay  dead  in  his  palace,  the  only  unpopular 
man,  at  that  time,  in  the  kingdom  ;  who 
but  a  few  months  before,  had  been  de- 
graded  from  his  rank  for  a  difobedience 
of  orders,  when  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  He  was  indeed  admitted  to  kifs 
hands  :  but  the  true  friends  of  the  honour 

of  the  crown,  and  thofe  who  laid  the  foun- 

_  ✓ 

dation  of  all  that  glory  which  the  army 
had  acquired,  and  of  that  fpirit  which 
might  have  given  law  to  the  world,  re- 
tnonffrated  £>  firmly  againft  it,  that  he  was 
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forced  to  abfcond,  and  never  prefume 
again,  during  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftra- 
tion,  to  fhew  his  face  at  St.  James’s. 

Although  the  Earl  of  B.  fwho  was 
already  diftinguifhed  by  the  odious  name 
of  Favourite )  was  difappointed  in  his  de- 
fign  of  repeating  this  affront,  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  firmnefs  of  the  adminiftration,  yet 
his  refolution  of  destroying  them,  was  not 
in  the  lead:  checked.  But  this  was  a  point 
not  only  of  fuch  magnitude  and  import¬ 
ance,  but  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty  and 
danger,  confidering  the  high  efteem  and 
veneration  in  which  they  were  held  by 
the  people,  that  it  required  uncommon 
ikill  and  cunning  to  accompliffi  it.  And 
being  either  confcious  that  he  was  un¬ 
equal  to  the  talk,  or  finding  the  necefiity 
of  having  fome  more  able  afiociate,  than 
any  of  thofe  “  Scarce  half-form’d”  inftru- 
ments,  he  brought  with  him  from  Savile- 
houfe  ;  he  took  to  his  elbow  that  piece  oj 
pure,  and  diflinguijhed  virtue,  Mr.  Fox ; 
with  whom  he  constantly  advifed. 

Reynard  had  cunning;  and  the  Favourite 
power.  Their  objeCt  was  Mr.PiTT;  who 

being 
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being  the  pillar  of  theadminiftration,  their, 
foie  aim  was  to  remove  him,  and  to  that 
one  point  all  their  actions  tended,  in  or¬ 
der  to  demolifli  the  whole  fuperftrudture. 
The  firft  attack  that  was  made  on  him, 
was  by  a  plaulible  pamphlet,  entitled, 
“  Coniiderations  on  the  prefent  German 
“  war;”  written  by  one  Mauduit,  w  ho, 
tvhen  Lord  Bute  came  into  power,  was 
rewarded  with  a  good  place  for  his  fer- 
vices.  Thepiece  was  writtenwith  lingular 
art;  and  infinite  pains  were  taken  to  cir¬ 
culate  it  in  the  world.  But  it  did  not  in¬ 
jure  Mr.  Pitt’s  reputation  among  the 
people,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  faction 
who  nurfed  it,  hoped  and  expedted.  One 
kind  of  condemnation  it  received  univer- 
fally,  viz.  that  it  was  written  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  a  party,  who  found  it  impol- 
iible  to  fucceed  in  their  defigns,  unlefs 
they  could  ruin  him,  who  had  made  a 
point  of  abolifhing  all  parties,  and  of 
uniting  all  men  in  the  fervice  ol  their 
King  and  Country.  Any  attempt  there¬ 
fore,  to  deftroy  that  unanimity,  which 
had  been  of  fuch  fignal  fervice  to  our 
country,  was  fure  of  being  treated  with 
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abhorrence,  as  well  by  his  friends  who 
were  fituated  near  him,  as  more  efpecially 
by  the  public  at  large,  and  particularly 
by  the  middle  rank  of  mankind,  among 
whom  only,  true  virtue  is  now  to  be 
found.  Thefe  faw  with  real  concern,  and 
infinite  regret,  a  faction  forming  among 
their  fuperiors,  and  a  political  war  break¬ 
ing  out,  to  divide  and  diftradt  the  people  j. 
with  every  fymptom  that  could  be  pro¬ 
phetic  of  that  kind  of  accurfed  mifehief, 
which  fucceeded  upon  the  weak  Queen 
Anne’s  taking  a  Favourite  into  her  bo- 
fom  j  and  to  the  views  of  an  intriguing 
cabal,  facrificing  that  adminiftration, 
which  had  brought  France  almoft  to  the 
brink  of  ruin,  by  the  unanimity  which 
till  then,  they  had  preferved  at  home, 
and  the  affonifhing  fuccefs  with  which 
they  had  carried  on  the  war  abroad.  A- 
mong  the  intelligent  part  of  mankind, 
nothing  was  better  known,  or  more  cer¬ 
tain,  than  that  the  very  alliance  with 
Prufiia,  which  was  fo  violently -exclaimed 
againfl  by  the  minion  and  his  party,  had, 
in  times  lefs  favourable  to  Great  Britain 
than  the  prefent,  the  approbation  of  the 
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minion  himfelf  j  and  it  was  alio  as  cer¬ 
tain,  that  in  thofe  times,  it  had  likewife 
the  approbation  of  Leicefter-I Ionic,  as 
warmly  as  that  of  St.  James  s.  But  this 
was  before  the  Favourite  had  formed  his 
deiign,  offering  the  helm  of  government. 

For  the  prefent,  the  Favourite  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  in  fending  to  all  public 
places,  fuch  as  coffee-houfes,  &c.  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  perfons,  to  propagate  all 
kinds  of  fcandalous  reports,  and  falfities, 
to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  order 
to  raife  doubts  and  jealoufies,  among  the 
people,  concerning  his  conduct,  and 
thereby  ■attempt  to  weaken  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  that  great  and  upright  minifter. 
It  is  incredible  how  inconceivably  mean 
he  was,  in  all  this  bafe  and  dirty  work  ; 
but  meannefs  forms  a  more  principal  part 
of  his  character,  than  either  malice  or 
pride.  He  likewife  enlifted  a  number  of 
writers,  who  every  day  filled  the  public 
papers  with  fcurrility  and  invedtives  a- 
gainft  that  minifter.  Befides  all  this  def- 
picable  bufinefs,  he  alfo  engaged  himfelf 
deeply  with  his  artful  coadjutor,  in  iorm- 
ing  his  faction.  He  made  certain  of  meet. 
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mg  with  the  cordial  affection  of  that  af- 
moft  extinguithed  fet  of  men,  the  Jaco- 
hites,-  and,  if  in  reality  there  be  any  dif¬ 
ference,  betides  the  name,  he  was  as  cer¬ 
tain  of  having  the  fupport  of  that  other 
infatuated  fet  of  men,  called  Tories 
thefe  with  a  great  part  of  the  Scots,  who 
were  naturally  attached  to  him,  formed 
his  troop.  And  with  them  he  refolved  to 
feize  the  government,  and  with  it  the 
iiches  of  the  whole  kingdom.  A  formal 
oppofition  was  not  his  defign.  He  placed 
his  hopes  of  fuccefs,  in  another  kind  of 
fupport,  which  is  di redly  contrary  to  the 
very  principles  of  oppofition.  However  the 
winter  did  not  pats  without  an  effort  in 
parliament  to  hurt  Mr.  Pitt,  and  thwart 
iam  in  his  vigorous  mealbres  again  ft  the 
common  enemy.  But  that  proving  as  un- 
iuccefsful  as  the  efforts  ol  the  Confiderer, 
and  not  even  i Baking  the  credit  of  Mr’ 

’  *  i  *  °  admin  ift  rat  ion,  he  determined  to 
pull  oft  the  mafk,  which  had  hitherto 
covered  his  defigns,  and  as  foon  as  the 
fdhon  of  parliament  was  over,  to  carry 
»nto  execution,  in  the  moft  violent,  open 
daring  manner,  his  wiginal  plan ,  of 

placing 


placing  the  Tories  in  the  adminiftration, 
and  putting  himfelf  at  their  head.  No¬ 
thing  could,  in  a  more  fcandalous  and 
barefaced  manner,  fhew  this  bale  inten¬ 
tion,  than  the  difmiffion  of  that  moft- 
juftly  efteemed  minifter  Mr.  Lecge;  be- 
caufe  he  would  not  relign  his  feat  in  par¬ 
liament,  to  a  Stuart,  f  ie  was  the  firft  who 
was  marked  for  vengeance,  becaufe  he 
was  the  firft  who  oppofed  the  Favourite’s 
wicked  fcheme,  of  laying  his  Tory  foun¬ 
dation.  The  caute  of  this  remarkable  dif¬ 
miffion,  as  well  as  the  molt  convincing 
proof  of  Lord  B.’s  fecrct  views,  and  how 
early  he  had  begun  to  pave  the  way  for  his 
future  advancement,  by  raiding  falfe  and 
cruel  prejudices,  in  the  mind  of  his 
Prince,  the  reader  will  find  accurately 
related  in  the  note,  which  is  cxtraded 
from  a  publication  made  at  Mr.  Lecce’s 
own  requeft.*  Lord  Barrington  fuc- 
ceeded  Mr.  Lf. gge,  as  Chancellor  of  the 
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Lord  Holder  neffe  difmijjed.  Fhe  Favourite 
made  Secretary  of  State.  His  Faction  re¬ 
joice.  Remark.  Is  afraid  to  difnifs  Mr . 
Pitt.  Negotiation  for  Peace.  France  fore¬ 
fees  the  divifions.  Her  dejigns  in  that  ne¬ 
gotiation.  Fhe  family  compact.  Mr.  Pitt’s 
intelligence  of  it.  Spain  interferes.  An 
interefting  memorial  fupprejjed  by  the  Fa¬ 
vourite.  Fhe  negotiation  breaks  off. 

TW  O  days  after  the  difmiflion  of 
Mr.  Legge,  the  Favourite  caufed 
the  Earl  of  Holder  nesse  to  be  removed 

from 

quiefced  filently  in  that  difmiflion,  apprehending, 
that  the  time  might  come,  when  his  irreproachable 
conduct  and  chara£ter  wouldefface  the  impreflion  of 
private  mifreprefentations.  But  when  he  found  that 
the  hopes  of  a  recovery,  with  which  he  was  fo  often 
flattered,  in  the  courfe  of  his  difeafe,  were  quite  va- 
nifhed,  and  that  it  would  be  his  lot,  to  die  in  ablate 
of  difgrace  with  a  moft  amiable  and  virtuous  King, 
he  apprehended  for  himfelf,  left  his  good  name,  which 
the  belt  of  men  have  always  wilhed  to  tranfmit  to 
pofterity,  Ihould  fuffer  from  a  prefumption,  eafily 
propagated,  that  there  mufl  have  been  fomething 
wron"  in  him,  to  produce  a  difmiflion,  which  is,  in 
the  cafe  of  moft  individuals  removed  from  offices  ot 
state,  a  punilhment  of  mifconduft. 
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from  his  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  re¬ 
warded  his  complaifance  with  a  valuable 

re- 

“  He  was  therefore  anxioufly  defirous  the  world 
fhould  know,  that  he  was  not  turned  out  for  any 
blemifh  in  his  private  or  public  character,  and  he 
thought  it  the  moft  fatisfadtory  method  of  fecuring 
his  pofthumous  reputation,  to  publifh  the  few  papers, 
which  explain  his  cafe.  He  apprehended  himfelf  in- 
titled  to  do  this,  in  his  own  vindication,  as  the  papers 
contain  no  fecrets,  either  of  hate,  or  of  private 
friendfhip.  They  are,  agreeably  to  his  delhe,  here 
laid  before  the  world,  in  their  original  form,  with 
only  a  previous  fhort  narrative  of  the  tranfadion, 
which  occafioned  them. 

“  Upon  the  Duke  of  Bolton’s  acceflion  to  hit 
title,  in  the  year  1759*  Air.  Lcgge  was  iolicited  to 
iucceed  his  Grace  as  one  of  the  reprefentativcs  of  the 
county  of  Southampton,  his  own  feat  in  parliament 
chancing  at  that  time  to  be  vacant.  He  could  not 
well  have  been  importuned  to  an  undertaking  more 
unpleafant  to  him,  and  he  declined  it  more  than 
once,  without  referVe.  The  buttle  of  a  popular  elec¬ 
tion  was  unnatural  to  his  liberal  mind  and  manners, 
and  a  relation  of  that  kind  to  a  large  county,  in 
which  he  refided,  might  appear  inconvenient  to  him* 
whofe  hands  were  at  that  time  filled  with  public  bu- 
finefs.  But  he  was  prevailed  with  to  accept  the  otter, 
by  the  repeated  intreaties  of  his  friends,  which  were 
enforced  by  th^  plea,  that  his  fortune  and  character 
would  do  credit  to  a  party,  which  had  all  his  life 
been  countenanced  by  government,  and  with  which 
he  had  ever  acted  uniformly,  tho’  with  undittemblcd 
moderation  and  good  humour  towards  the  other- 
party.  And  he  had  the  farther  encouragement  of 
hoping,  from  the  inteieft  of  the  crown  exerted  in  his 

favor, 


reverfion,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe 
he  aimed  at  being  fecretary  himfelf,  and 
by  the  afliftance  of  the  Duke  of  New¬ 
castle,  who  for  fome  time,  at  lead:, 

feemed 

♦ 

favor,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  the  then  prevail¬ 
ing  party  in  the  county,  as  well  as  with  his  own 
perfonal  intereft,  which  was  very  confiderable,  that 
his  election  would  not  be  contested. 

“  However,  he  fell  into  the  difagreeable  work  of 
«.  conteft.  His  competitor  was  Mr.  Stuart,  now  Sir 
Simeon  Stuart ;  and  he  found  Mr.  Stuart’s  intereft 
adopted  by  a  noble  Lord,  (Lord  Bute)  with  whom 
Mr.  Legge  was  not  at  variance  ;  who  had  no  appa¬ 
rent  relation  of  any  kind  to  the  county  ;  whom 
therefore  Mr:  Legge  did  not  think  of  confulting, 
before  he  refolved  to  comply  with  the  defire  of  his 
friends. 

“  After  the  county  had  been  canvafled  on  both 
Tides,  Mr.  Stuart  thought  fit  to  decline,  and  Mr. 
Legge  received  the  following  letter ; 

Downing  Street,  Nov.  25th,  Monday  Evening. 

Dear  Sir, 

C£  Lord  Bute  fent  to  me  this  morning,  and  told 
me,  that  having  an  opportunity  of  faving  you,  he 
had  embraced  it,  and  done  you  an  adl  of  friend- 
fhip  ;  for  that  Mr.  Stuart  having  been  with  him 
ct  for  advice,  whether  to  leave  or  purfue  the  elec- 
«  tion,  as  fome  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  friends  thought  this 
«  critical  feafon  of  an  invafion  hanging  over  the 
<c  kingdom,  to  be  a  very  improper  time  for  parlia- 
“  mentary  contefts,  his  Lordfhip  had  determined 
the  point  for  relinqui filing  the  purfuit  ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  Mr.  Stuart  was  to  acquaint 
^  you  with  his  refolution  of  declining  a  poll.  Lord 
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fcemed  to  favour  his  views,  he  was 
accordingly  gratified  with  that  degree 
of  eminence.  He  now  faw  himfelf 
almoft  minifter:  he  was  coadjutor  to 
.  Mr. 

cc  Bute  added,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  greater  per- 
iC  fon,  whofe  name  hath  been  ufed  during  the  com- 
petition,  would  ever  treat  you  with  the  more  cold- 
1C  nefs  for  what  hath  happened  :  your  part  having 
“  been  taken  under  an  ignorance  of  their  views  and 
<c  intentions;  that  i  ord  Bute  expected  however,  as 
he  had  a  claim  upon  you  in  right  of  friendfhip, 
that  you  will  concur  with  him,  and  give  your  aid 
to  the  perfon  he  fhall  recommend,  at  a  future  elcc- 
<c  tion.  I  anfwered  to  the  laft  point,  that  I  knew  not 
“  how  far  you  would  think  yourfelf  bound  in  honour 
<c  to  adt  with  the  body  of  whigs  on  fuch  an  occafion  ; 

but  if  this  confideration  did  not  hinder,  I  was 
“  fure  you  would  be  happy,  to  give  him  that  or  any 
<c  other  evidence  of  your  refect  for  him. 

<c  You  will  be  pleafed  therefore  to  confider  well, 
and  (if  you  pleafe)  with  the  advice  of  your 
friends,  before  you  give  an  anfwer  on  this  head, 
that  may  tie  you  down,  for  on  that  anfwer  you 
plainly  fee,  very  much  will  depend. 

u  I  am, 

“  Dear  Sir, 

u  faithfully  Yours, 

*c  Sam.  Martin.’ 

1  o  this  Letter  Mr.  Legge  returned  the  following 

anlwer  ; 

“  Holte,  Dec.  5th,  1 759- 

“  Dear  Martin, 

cc  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  letter.  Since 
cc  1  received  it,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
cc  a  little  more  of  fhc  fpirit  and  temper  ot  the  county, 
“  and  can  anfwer  it  better,  than  1  could  have  done 

looner. 
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Mr.  Pitt,  and  in  full  poffeffion  of 
the  royal  ear.  His  friends  were  elat¬ 
ed,  beyond  any  poffibility  of  words  to 

exp  refs. 

Sooner .  Lciceller-Houle  do  me  great  juftice  in 
44  fuppofing  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  their  concern- 
<c  ing  themfelves  at  all  in  the  Hampfliire  eledion, 
44  at  the  time  my  engagements  were  taken.  I  am 
44  obliged  to  Lord  Bute  for  any  intentions  he  had  to 
4<  fave  me,  by  the  advice  he  gave  to  drop  theoppo- 
4C  fition;  but  if  Mr.  Stuart,  or  his  friend,  had  ac- 
cepted  the  offer  I  made,  with  the  concurrence  of 
*c  my  friends,  at  the  beginning,  and  as  foon  as  I  dif- 
“  covered  what  turn  the  eledion  might  take,  every 
*c  wifli  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  had  been  fecured,  the  peace 
ct  of  the  county  never  been  interrupted,  little  lefs 
*'•  than  5000I.  a  piece  faved  to  us  both,  and  what  is 
Hill  ot  more  confequence,  a  month’s  fermentation 
44  of  parties  been  intireJy  prevented,  which  never 
tc  fails  to  turn  them  all  four.  Many  of  theie  good 
44  conlequences  had  likewife  been  obtained,  if  the 
cc  gentlemen  had  confulted,  and  enabled  Lord  Bute 
44  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteff,  before  I  left  Lon- 
44  don,  when  you  know  how  unwilling  I  was  to 
44  pufh  it  to  extremity. 

4C  As  to  the  event  of  the  eledion,  there  was  not 
44  the  lead  doubt  about  it.  The  county  was  tho- 
44  roughly  canvaffed,  and  upon  as  exad  returns,  as 
44  I  believe  ever  are  or  can  be  made  in  a  cafe  of  this 
44  kind.  I  could  have  given  Mr.  Stuart  all  the 
44  doubtful  ones  and  all  the  neuters,  in  addition  to 
44  his  own  poll,  and  yet  have  carried  the  eledion 
44  by  a  majority  of  140c.  I  did  not  come  into  a 
44  fingle  town,  (except  Alton)  where  it  was  not 
<c  expeded  every  day,  that  the  oppofition  would  be 
cc  given  up,  and  where  almofl  any  odds  would  not 
<c  have  been  laid,  that  it  never  came  to  a  poll.  Nor 
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sxprefs.  The  jacobites,  and  even  thofe 
who  had  been  in  both  rebellions,  all  now 
flocked  to  court,  overjoyed  to  fee  a  Stuart 

fo 


cc  do  I  think,  any  confutation  would  have  been 
held  about  dropping  the  affair,  if  all  the  money 
<c  fubferibed  againft  me,  and  more,  had  not  been 
“  expended,  and  all  probability  of  carrying  the 
point  intirely  vanished.  This  is  my  own  firm 
«  opinion  and  belief,  and  yet,  whoever  reads  my 
“  advertifement  will  fee,  that  I  have  a£lcd  with  the 
“  utmoft  candor,  and  given  my  opponents  credit  for 
“  fuch  motives  of  retreat,  as  1  am  fure  do  them  no 
“  difhonour.  The  expence  indeed  would  have  been 
u  enormous,  if  the  difpute  had  been  carried  thorough, 
cc  and  fo  far  I  own  there  is  a  faving  to  us  both,  for  i 
<c  am  convinced  it  would  have  amounted  to  above 
cc  20,0001.  a  piece.  This  is  a  fum  I  fhould  have 
<c  felt  feverely,  and  yet  after  my  offer  to  compromifc 
<c  had  been  rejected,  I  muff  and  would  have  fpent 
c<  it,  and  could  have  done  it,  without  mortgaging 
<c  my  eftate;  I  leave  you  to  judge  what  effect  it 
<c  would  have  had  on  Mr.  Stuart's. 

iC  After  faying  thus  much,  I  am  very  far  from 
<(  having  any  perfonal  diflike  to  Mr.  Stuart ;  on  the 
4<  contrary,  T  think  he  has  been  cruelly  treated  by 
“  fome  of  his  friends,  and  if  the  prevailing  party  in 
“  this  county  will  receive  him  without  oppofition, 
I  (hall  be  very  well  fatisfied  and  glad  of  it.  But 
“  it  the  iVhigs  and  Difienters,  who  are  very  nu- 
<c  merous  in  this  county,  will  make  a  point  of  op- 
4<  pofing  him,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  me  to  de- 
<c  clare  for  him,  and  abandon  thofe,  who  have  fup- 
<c  ported  me,  to  take  part  with  thofe,  againft  whom 
“  they  have  fupported  me.  This  would  not  only 
<c  put  my  own  election  in  jeopardy,  but  be  fo  un- 
cc  grateful  and  uifrcputable  a  part  for  me  to  a<5t,  that 
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fo  near  the  royal  diadem.  They  failed 
not  to  pay  their  moll;  humble  duty,  and 

fwear 


cc  it  would  in  the  fame  proportion  make  my  affiftance 
*fi  ineffedtual  to  the  perfonl  fhouldjoin  with. 

I  am,  &c. 

“  H.  B.  Legge.” 

Upon  this  anfwer,  Mr.  Legge  received  a  verbal 
me  flag  e  from  Lord  Bute  by  Mr.  Martin,  Dec.  12, 
1759,  the  purport  of  which  was,  as  it  ftands  upon 
Mr.  Legge’s  paper,  46  that  he  fhould  bid  adieu  to 
the  county  of  Southampton  at  the  general  elec¬ 
tion,  and  affift  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  the 
<c  Prince  of  Wales’s  nomination  of  two  members?” 
I  o  which  meffage  a  categorical  anfwer  was  required, 
and  Mr.  Legge  fent  the  following,  in  writing,  on 
the  fame  day  ; 


c  t 


cc 
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“  Mr.  L  egge  underflanding  it  to  be  expedted, 
that  he  (who  never  had  engaged  at  all  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  if  the  intentions  of 
*c  Leicefter-Houfe  had  been  in  time  communicated 
iC  to  him)  fhall  not  only  refufe  to  be  chofen  him- 
fe If  at  the  next  general  election,  but  aflift  Lord 
iC  Carnarvon  and  Mr.  Stuart,  in  oppofition  to 
thofe,  who  have  fupported  Mr.  Legge  at  the  late 
iC  election ;  is  determined  to  fubmit  to  any  confe- 
“  quejices,  rather  than  incur  fo  great  a  difgrace.” 


Lord  Bute  fent  a  reply  the  fame  day,  which  Mr. 
Martin  wrote  down  from  his  own  mouth,  in  the 
following  words  ; 

cc  The  inftant  Mr.  Legge  reprefents  himfelf  as 
^  hound  in  honour  not  to  decline  (landing  forHamp- 
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fvrear  fealty  to  the  Stuart  himfelf,  altho5 
they  had  refufed  both,  to  a  prince,  who 

had  1 

44  (hire,  at  the  next  general  election,  Lord  Bute  is 
<c  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  Prince  will  by  no  means 
cc  defire  it  of  him;  but  he  does  out  of  real  friend-* 

“  fhip  to  Mr.  Legge  befeech  him  to  confider  very 
<c  ferioufly,  whether,  after  triumphing  over  the 
Prince' s  inclinations  at  prefent ,  Lord  Bute  has  any 
<c  method  left  of  removing  prejudices ,  that  the  late  un~ 

<c  happy  occurrences  have  Jlrongly  impreffed  the  Prince 
<c  with ,  than  by  being  enabled  to  allure  him,  that 
<c  Mr.  Legge  will,  as  far  as  (hall  be  in  his  power, 

<c  co-operate  with  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  wilhes  at 
tc  the  next  general  eledtion.” 

Mr.  Legge  returned  the  following  final  anfwer  ; 

cc  Tho’  in  fact  Mr.  Legge  has  been  fo  unhappy,  as 
c<  to  find  himfelf  oppofed  to  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
cc  inclinations,  yet  as  to  intention,  Mr.  Legge  feels 
<c  himfelf  entirely  blamelefs  ;  and  has  too  high  a  vc- 
*c  neration  forthe  Prince  of  Wales’s  juflice  to  think, 

<c  he  will  conceive  lading  prejudices  againft  any 
*c  Man,  for  refilling  thole  inclinations,  of  which 
‘c  he  was  totally  ignorant. 

“  As  Mr.  Legge  flatters  himfelf  this  confidcration 
<c  will  induce  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  forgive  his  co- 
tering  into  engagements  with  the  county  of  South- 
<c  ampton,  he  is  certain,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
*c  will  not  condemn  his  adhering  to  thofe  Engagc- 
ments,  when  entered  into. 
c<  God  forbid,  Mr.  Legge  fhould  be  fufpedfed  of 
u  triumphing  over  the  Prince  of  Wales's  inclinations ! 
cc  the  contrary  was  fo  much  his  intention,  that 
CL  from  the  moment  he  difeovered  which  way  thofe 

C  inclina- 


had  pardoned  their  unprovoked  difloyal- 
ty.  They  faw,  and  in  that  they  placed 
their  joy,  not  only  one  of  the  name,  but  of 

<c  inclinations  lay,  there  was  no  endeavour  he  did 
“  not  ufe,  to  avoid  the  difpute  with  honor  ;  nor  did 
cc  Mr.  Legge  exert  himfelf,  either  in  point  of  ex- 
“  pence  or  perfonal  application,  till  all  compromife 
<c  being  rejected,  he  had  no  other  part  left  to  a£L 
“  Mr.  Legge  is  obliged  to  Lord  Bute  for  the 
cc  friendfhip  he  expreffes  toward  him.  Surely  his 
“  Lordfhip  cannot  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Legge  fhould 
be  extremely  glad,  if  he  could  find  himfelf  in  fuch 
cc  a  fituation,  as  would  permit  him  to  have  the  ho- 
nour  of  obeying  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  commands, 
tc  and  feconding  his  wifhes,  without  breaking  the 
faith  he  has  openly  and  publicly  pledged  to  the 
<c  county  ol  Southampton.  This  if  he  were  to  do, 
<c  he  fhould  forfeit  all  title  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
cc  countenance  and  protection  as  certainly,  as  he 
cc  knows  he  fhould  forfeit  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  pri- 
6c  vate  good  opinion.” 

Here  the  correfpondence  ended.  His  late  Majefly 
died  the  year  following,  and  at  the  end  of  the  firff 
feflion  of  parliament,  after  his  prefent  Majefly’s  ac- 
ceflion,  Mr.  Legge  was  difmifled,  or  as  he  chofe  to 
exprefs  it,  turned  out ,  after  having  ferved  the  crown 
and  the  public,  in  his  department,  during  that  fefllon, 
with  his  ufual  ability  and  fidelity. 

He  had  abundant  refources,  in  his  own  mind,  to 
reconcile  him  to  private  life,  and  might  have  had  his 
difgrace  globed  over  by  a  favor,  which  he  declined. 
He  faid,  it  was  his  duty  to  fubmit,  but  not  to  ap¬ 
prove.  Pie  had  the  more  valuable  and  independent 
fatisfadfion,  foon  after  the  event,  to  be  unanimoufly 
chofen  to  reprefen t  the  county  of  Southampton,  at 
the  general  election. 
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the  family  and  principles  of  Stuart,  bid¬ 
ding  fair,  by  gigantic  ftrides,  to  afcend 
the  higheft  feat  of  power.  Their  long 
wifhed  for  halcyon  days  they  thought 
were  now  in  view.  The  flavifh  and  arbi¬ 
trary  dodfrines,  which  they  had  imbibed 
with  their  milk,  they  hoped  to  fee  foon 
eflablifhed  as  the  laws  of  the  land.  Thefe 
true  Tories,  true  Scots,  and  in  their  Hearts 
true  Jacobites,  depended  upon  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  for  a  total  fubverfion  of  that  fyf- 
tem,  which  had  hitherto  excluded  them 
from  any  fhare  in  the  government,  and 
their  tenets  from  any  countenance. 

It  was  now  obvious  to  all  mankind, 
that  the  Farl  of  13.  was  endeavouring 
to  form  a  Tory  miniftry,  that  is,  a  mi- 
niftry  of  fuch  men,-  as  had  been  diftin- 
guiihed  by  their  difaffedtion  to  the  houfe 
of  Hanover  j  had,  like  himfelf,  high 
notions  of  the  prerogative,  and  were 
alfo  enemies  to  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
volution.  If  it  were  natural  for  him 
to  aifociate  with  fuch  kinds  of  men, 
and  efteem  them  beyond  all  others,  yet 
he  ought  to  have  conlidered,  that  for 
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the  fatisfadtion  of  the  people,  and  more 
efpecially  for  the  happinefs  of  his  too  in¬ 
dulgent  Matter,  they  were  extremely  unfit 
for  the  purpofes  he  intended  them.  But 
thefe  do  not  feem  to  be  points,  to  which 
he  ever  paid  the  leaft  regard.  The  grati¬ 
fication  of  his  own  unbounded  ambition, 
was  the  foie  objedt  of  his  attention.  Yet 
he  had  ftill  the  misfortune,  notwithttand- 
ing  he  had  gained  the  poft  of  fecretary  of 
ftate,to  be  unable  to  worm  out  Mr.PiTTj 
whom  he  confidered  as  the  only  bar  to  the 
execution  of  his  defigns.  He  durft  not 
advife  the  difmiflion  of  that  minifter ;  the 
confequences  of  which  might  prove  fatal 
to  himfelf,  and  dettroy  his  whole  plot. 
He  therefore  waited,  not  doubting  but 
that  time  and  intrigue  would  furnilh  op¬ 
portunities,  for  accomplilhing  that  by 
degrees,  which  his  own  finall  Ihare  of 
common  fenfe,  told  him  was  not  pru¬ 
dent  to  be  done  all  at  once. 

Fortunately  for  him,  about  this  period, 
a  negociation  for  peace  was  fet  on  foot, 
in  confequence  of  an  application  from 
France,  who  forefeeing  the  divisions 

which 
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which  would  fhortly  enfue  in  the  British 
councils  and  nation,  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  Favourite  and  his  fa&ion,  refolved, 
by  the  arts  of  a  cunning  minifter  to  im¬ 
prove  them  j  and  at  the  fame  time,  if 
poffible,  to  get  at  the  fecrets  of  the  ftate. 
By  the  too  great  opennefs  of  fome,  and 
the  unpardonable  treachery  of  others, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  fhe  fucceeded 
but  too  well  in  her  defigns.  As  for  Mr. 
Pitt,  he  remained  fteadily  attached  to 
the  true  interefls  of  his  Sovereign,  with 
the  unfhaken  fidelity  of  an  honeft  mini¬ 
fter  :  he  neither  revealed  the  fecrets  of 
the  ftate,  nor  betrayed  the  weaknefs  of 
his  country.  While  this  negotiation  was 
on  foot,  France  entered  into  a  clofe  and 
firm  union  with  Spain,  grounded  not  a- 
lone  upon  important  confiderations  re- 
fpcdting  futurity,  but  likewife,  upon  im¬ 
mediate  hoftile  views,  againft  both  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal  j  for  her  minifter  in 
London  had  too  much  penetration  not  to, 
perceive,  from  the  condudt  ot  the  Favou¬ 
rite,  and  his  exclufive  enjoyment  of  the 
royal  ear,  that  a  change  in  the  Englilh 
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miniflry  mull  inevitably  happen  in  a  fhort 
time,  and  then  France,  /Lengthened  with 
that  alliance,  and  England  embarraffed 
with  a  new  war  in  Portugal,  might  from 
a  miniiler  lefs  able  and  firm  than  Mr. 
Pitt,  obtain  fuch  a  peace,  as  at  this  in- 
flan  t  fhe  could  not  hope  for.  Of  this 
very  alarming  connexion,  Mr.  Pitt  had 
the  rrioft  early  and  authentic  intelligence, 
togetherwith  the  mofl  pofitive  affurances, 
from  perfons  of  undoubted  veracity,  who 
are  at  this  hour  in  no  common  fphere  of 
life.  About  the  fame  time  M.  Bussy, 
the  F rench  minifter  in  London,  deliver¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Pitt  a  memorial  from  Spain, 
defiring  that  fome  differences,  which  fub- 
fifled  between  England  and  her,  might 
be  fettled,  at  the  fame  time  as  thofe  with 
France.  This  was  a  proceeding  extreme¬ 
ly  irregular,  as  Spain  had  a  minifler  of 
her  own  at  the  Britilh  court ;  who,  when 
applied  to,  haughtily  avowed  and  juflihed 
this  infolent  behaviour.  Mr.  Pitt  re¬ 
turned  tiie  memorial  as  inadmijjible.  It  is 
proper  to  remark;  that  fome  time  before, 
a  memorial  from  the  Englifh  miniflry, 
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had  been  prefented  to  the  Spanifh  court, 
relating  to  the  points  in  difpute  with 
Spain,  and  returned  as  inadmijjible.  .  This 
memorial,  which  was  very  lnterefhng  to 
the  public,  was  (for  certain  reaions, 
which  perhaps  only  the  Favourite  can 
explain)  never  publilhed  in  the  gar  i  cc 
collection  of"  papers  relative  to  the  rup- 
“  ture  with  Spain,”  though  undoubtedly 
it  would  have  been  of  real  confequcnce, 
to  fee  not  only  the  matter,  but  the  man¬ 
ner  of  expreffionj  as  Mr.  Pitt  after¬ 
wards  publicly  declared,  he  made  the  re- 
fufal  of  that  memorial,  the  precedent  of 
his  conduct  with  refpeft  to  the  memo¬ 
rial  lent  over  verbatim  from  Spain,  and 
delivered  by  M.  Bussv.  But  juft  ice  and 
impartiality  did  not  ferve  the  views  ol 
the  Favourite. 

From  this  ftrange  conduCt  of  France, 
in  her  management  of  Spain,  and  her  a;n- 
balTador  undertaking  the  Catholic  King’s 
bufinefs,  Mr.  Pit  t  was  confirmed  in  his 
fufpicions,  that  France  was  not  at  pre- 
fent  fincere  in  her  defire  for  peace.  There¬ 
fore  the  negotiation  broke  off. 
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CHAP.  III. 

# 

Mr.  Pm  and  Lord  Temple  declare  againft 
Spain.  Are  count  cradled  by  the  Favourite , 
who  denies  their  having  had  any  intelligence 
of  the  family  compact.  Is  contradicted 
and  convinced  oj  his  error  by  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple.  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  take  their 
leaves  oj  the  Council.  Lord  Granville’s 
high  opinion  of  them.  Mr.  Pitt  refigns. 
Is  calumniated  by  the  Favourite  and  his 
f del  ion.  Explains  his  refignation.  The 
Favourite  s  plan  of  government.  Lord 
Temple  refigns.  Cowardice  of  the  mini - 

ftry.  War  declared  againft  Spain.  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  applauded. 

MR.  Pitt,  forefeeing  a  war  with 
Spain  inevitable,  inftantly  prepared 
for  it.  And  being  on  this  occafion,  as  he 
had  been  on  every  other,  firmly  fupported 
by  his  brothei.  Lord  Temple,  they  fiib- 
mitted  their  advice,  in  writing,  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  “  to  recall  Lord  Bristol,”  at  that 

time. 
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time,  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at  Madrid.  * 
But  the  Favourite  by  his  arts,  and  perni¬ 
cious  counfels,  had  fo  managed  matters, 
that  the  credit  and  influence  of  thefe 
illuftrious  perfonages,  were  confiderably 
weakened.  They  were  not  infenfible 
of  it.  But  this  being  the  happy  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obliging  Spain  to  declare  her- 
felf,  and  this  being  bufinefs  of  the  ut- 
mofl:  importance  to  the  publ  ic,  they  re- 
folved,  againfl:  whatever  oppofition  might 
be  formed,  to  attempt  this  fignal  lervice 
for  their  country.  After  it  had  been  de¬ 
liberated  three  times  in  the  cabinet.  Mr. 
Pitt  faw  his  influence  in  the  State,  io 


*  Some  time  after.  Lord  Temple,  in  a  great  a f- 
lembiy,  after  recommending  unanimity  "in  the 
Jtrongcft  terms,  did  declare,  “  That  he  would  mate 
but  one  obfervation  upon  all  that  had  been  fa id 
relative  to  the  Family  Compad,  viz.  that  it  was 
allowed  to  have  been  figned  in  Auguft,  ratified  in 
the  nrlt  week  of  September,  and  the  written  advice 
was  given  and  dated  on  the  ,  8th  of  the  fame 
month  Upon  which  the  Favourite  afl'erted 
1  hat  there  was  no  intelligence  of  fuch  a  fad,  fo 
conft.tuted  at  that  time.”  To  which  Lord 
T  empk  replied,  “  1  hat  there  was  intelligence  of 
„  hlSheft  moment,  relative  to  thofe  matters  at 
that  time;  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  publilh 

#<  „ b,Ut. U  A  h,sJordfhip’s  memory  in 
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private;”  which  he  accordingly  did. 


lo/t. 
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loft,  that  only  his  faithful  friend  Lord 
Temple,  adhered  to  his  opinion.  They 
now  found  it  was  time  to  refign,  and 
that  their  refignations  were  ardently 
wiffied  for,  by  the  Favourite. 

When  they  were  about  taking  their 
leaves  of  the  third  and  laft  council,  fum- 
moned  to  deliberate  on  the  condudt  of 
Spain,  Lord  Granville  (then  lord  pre- 
fident)  expreffed,  in  his  own  nervous  and 
manly  eloquence,  “  His  very  high  opi- 
“  nion  of  their  confummate  wifdom,  pe- 
“  netration,  honour  and  integrity,  and  in 
«  a  moft  particular  and  emphatical  man- 
<«  ner,  mentioned  the  great  number  of  in- 
“  furmountable  difficulties  which  they 
<<  had  had  to  ftruggle  with.”  No  other 
proofs  need  be  given,  than  the  words  of 
this  great  man,  of  the  difficulties,  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  thefe  dilinte- 
refted  patriots,  to  continue  in  the  fervice 
of  their  country. 

Altho’  the  King  declared  to  Mr.  Pitt 
when  that  Minifter  refigned,  which  was 
on  the  5th  of  October  1761,  that  he  was 
very  forry  to  part  with  fo  able  a  fervant ; 

yet 


yet  the  Favourite,  with  a  meannefs  and 
malice  peculiar  to  himfelf,  inftantly  fet 
all  his  creatures  to  work  in  every  public 
place,  and  in  all  the  public  papers,  to  re¬ 
vile,  afperle  and  libel  the  cha'radter  of 
that  great  man.  The  gazette  itfelf  was 
proftituted  to  ferve  his  low  and  bafe  ar¬ 
tifices  :  he  purpofely  poflponed  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Pi  t  t  s  refignation,  for  fe- 
veral  days,  in  order  that  one  of  th o  footh- 
trtg  declarations  from  Spain  might  appear 
along  with  it,  by  way  of  giving  the  lie 
to  Mr.  Pitt’s  opinion  of  the  Spanifh 
intentions  *.  The  torrent  of  fcandalous 


aiia 


*  The  following  are  the  articles  which  appeared 
in  the  London  Gazette  of  O&ober  io  : 

fnrffTt^’  Sept'  ^  A  reP°rt  haV'nS  beCn  Ia'ely 

fpread  here,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Jaft  letters  from 
f  ranee,  as  if  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  an  im- 
med.ate  rupture  between  our  court  and  that  of  Great 
Britain;  we  underftand,  that  the  Span  ith  minifies 

Ear?oCf0Bnftol10n  ^  had  latelX  with  the 

B,i,ad  “k  '» 

i  ,  ,  J  V’  <-xprcnecJ  their  concern  thereat 

and  declared  very  explicitly  to  his  Excellency  that’ 
on  the  part  of  their  court,  there  was  not  the  leaf! 

King* h a d* f  ^  apprehenflons’  as  the  Catholic 

g  ,  at  no  time,  been  more  intent  upon  cul¬ 
tivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  Eneland  than 
in  the  prelent  conjuncture.  8  an<  ’  than 


and  illiberal  abufe,  which  was  at  this 
time  poured  forth  by  the  orders  of  the 
Favourite,  fhewed  that  he  dreaded  no¬ 
thing  fo  much  as  the  name  and  reputation 
of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  and  the  wicked  practice  of 
corruption  which  was  inftantly  had  re- 
courfe  to,  alfo  fhewed  how  much  he  fear¬ 
ed,  left  Mr. Pitt  fhould  regain  his  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  ftate.  The  body  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  however,  to  their  eternal  honour,  paid 
no  regard  to  the  incredible  fhoals  of  in- 
vedtives  and  fcurrility  thrown  out  againft 
fo  able  a  minifter  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
unanimoufly  fpoke  of  his  ineftimable  fer- 

St.  James's,  Ofi.  q.  The  Right  Honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt  having  refigned  the  feals  into  the  King’s 
hands,  his  Majefty  was  this  day  pleafed  to  appoint 
the  Earl  of  Egremont,  to  be  one  of  his  Majerty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate.  And,  in  confideration 
of  the  great  and  important  fervices  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Pitt,  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  di- 
re£t,  that  a  warrant  be  prepared  for  granting  to  the 
Lady  Hefter  Pitt,  his  wife,  a  Barony  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of  Baronefs  of 
Chatham,  to  herfelf,  and  of  Baron  of  Chatham  to 
her  heirs  male ;  and  alfo  to  confer  upon  the  faid 
William  Pitt,  Efq;  an  annuity  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  during  his  own  life,  and  that  ot 
Lady  Hefter  Pitt,  and  their  fon  John  Pitt,  Efq; 

*  vices. 


vices,  in  fuch  terms,  as  could  only  be  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  higheft  fenfe  of  gratitude*. 

The 

*  Mr.  Pitt  finding  himfelf  traduced,  day  after  day, 
in  the  public  papers,  explained  the  true  caufes  of  his 
and  Lord  Temple’s  rellgnations,  in  the  following 
letter,  to  his  friend  in  the  city. 

Dear  Sir, 

“  Finding,  to  my  great  furprife,  that  the  caufeand 
manner  of  my  refigning  the  feals,  is  grofly  mifrepre- 
fented  in  the  city,  as  well  as  that  the  moft  gracious  and 
fpontaneous  marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approbation  of  mv 
lervices,  which  marks  followed  my  refignation,  have 
been  infamoufly  traduced  as  a  bargain  for  mv  forfak- 
ing  the  public,  I  am  under  a  neceftity  of  declaring  the 
truth  oi  both  thefe  fadfs,  in  a  manner  which  I  am 
fare  no  gentleman  will  contradict ;  a  difference  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  meafurcs  to  be  taken  a^ainfl 
Spain,  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  to  the  moft  eflential  national  interefts, 
and  this  founded  on  what  Spain  had  already  done,  not 
on  what  that  court  may  farther  intend  to  do,  was  the 
caufe  of  my  refigning  the  feals.  Lord  Temple  and  I 
fubmitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our  moft 
humble  fentiments  to  his  Majefty,  which  being  over¬ 
ruled  by  the  united  opinion  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
King’s  fervants,  I  refigned  the  feals  on  Monday  the 
5th  of  this  month,  in  order  not  to  remain  rcfponfiblc 
for  meafures,  which  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide- 
Moft  gracious  public  marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approbal 
tion  of  my  fervices  followed  my  refignation  :  They 
are  unmerited  and  unfolicited,  and  I  fhall  ever  Ve 
proud  to  have  received  them  from  the  beft  of  Sove¬ 
reigns. 

\  wiH  now  on,y  add>  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  ex¬ 
plained  thefe  matters  only  for  the  honour  of  truth,  not 
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The  Earl  of  B.  now  took  the  lead  in 
the  adminiftration,  and  in  all  public  bufi- 
nefs,  whether  of  a  foreign,  or  domeftic 
nature,  without  whofe  concurrence  no¬ 
thing  could,  nor  was  even  attempted  to  be 
done.  His  whole  idea  of  government, 
was  taken  from  that  filly  paper,  delivered 
fome  years  ago  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Tory 
oppolition,  which  the  reader  may  fee  in 
the  note*.  It  is  curious,  only  becaufe  it 

con- 

in  any  view  to  court  return  of  confidence  from  any 
man,  who  with  a  credulity,  as  weak  as  it  is  injurious, 
has  thought  fit  hafiily  t*o  withdraw  his  good  opinion, 
from  one  who  has  ierved  his  country  with  fidelity 
and  fuccefs  ;  and  who  juflly  reveres  the  upright  and 
candid  judgment  of  it ;  little  folicitous  about  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  capricious  and  the  ungenerous  :  accept 
my  fincereft  acknowledgments  for  allyour  kind  friend- 
fhip,  and  believe  me  ever  with  truth  and  efteem, 

QcL  14,  My  dear  Sir, 

*765*  Your  faithful  friend, 

W.  PITT. 

m 

There  was  no  genuine  anfwer  to  this  letter,  as 
was  pretended  in  the  public  papers,  at  that  time. 

*  “  His  Royal  highnefs  has  authorifed  Lord  T. 
and  Sir  b .  D.  to  give  the  mod  pofitive  allurances  to 
the  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  of  his  upright  in¬ 
tentions  \  that  he  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  dif- 
treffes  and  calamities  that  have  befel,  and  are  every 


con  tains  that  contemptible  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment, which  the  Favouritepurfued. While 


day  more  likely  to  befal  this  country ;  and  therefore 
invites  all  well-wifhers  to  this  country,  and  its  con- 
flitution,  to  coalife  and  unite  with  him,  and  upon 


openly,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  totally  abolifh  any 
diftin&ions  for  the  future,  of  parties  ;  and  as  far  as 
lies  in  his  power,  and  as  foon  as  it  does  lie  in  his 
power,  to  take  away  for  ever,  all  profcription  from 
any  fet  of  men  whatever,  who  are  friends  to  the  con- 
ditution  ;  and  therefore  will  promote  for  the  prefcnt, 
and  when  it  is  in  his  power,  will  immediately  grant, 

f  irft,  A  bill  to  impower  all  gentlemen  to  a£t  as 
juftices  of  peace, paying  land-tax  for  300I.  per  annum, 
in  any  county  where  he  intends  to  ferve. 

Secondly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  in  like 
manner  to  fupport,  and  forthwith  grant,  whenever 
he  fhall  have  it  in  his  power,  a  bill  to  create  and  eda- 
blifh  a  numerous  and  effectual  militia,  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

Thirdly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  to  promote  and  fupport,  and  likewife  <want, 
when  it  is  in  his  power,  a  bill  to  exclude  all  military 
officers  in  the  land  iervice,  under  the  degree  of  co¬ 
lonels  of  regiments,  and  in  the  fea-fervice?  under  the 
degree  of  rear-admirals,  from  fitting  in  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

fourthly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  that  he 
will,  when  in  his  power,  grant  inquiries  into  the 
great  number  of  abufes  in  offices,  and  does  not  doubt 
of  theaffidancc  of  al)  honed  men,  to  enable  him  to 
correct  the  fame  for  the  future. 


Fifthly, 
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this  plan  remained  in  theory  only,  a  few 
weak  men  cried  it  up,  as  a  mafter-piece 

of 


Fifthly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes,  and  will 
openly  declare,  that  he  will  make  no  agreement  with, 
or  join  in  the  fupport  of  any  adminiftration  whatever, 
without  previoufly  obtaining  the  above-mentioned 
points  in  behalf  of  the  people,  and  for  the  fake  of 
good  government.  Upon  thefe  conditions,  and  thefe 
conditions  only,  his  Royal  Highnefs  thinks  he  has  a 
right  not  to  doubt  of  having  a  moft  cordial  fupport, 
from  all  thofe  good  men,  who  mean  their  country 
and  this  conftitution  well,  and  that  they  will  become 
his  and  his  family’s  friends,  and  unite  with  him  to 
promote  the  good  government  of  this  country  $  and 
that  they  will  follow  him,  upon  thefe  principles,  both 
in  court  and  out  of  court ;  and  if  he  fhould  live  to 
form  an  adminiftration,  it  {hall  be  compofed,  without 
diftin&ion,  of  men  of  dignity,  knowledge  and  pro¬ 
bity.  His  Royal  Highnefs,  farther  promifes  to  accept 
of  no  more,  if  offered  to  him,  than  800000/.  for  his 
civil  lift,  by  way  of  rent-charge.” 

Anfwcr  to  the  foregoing  Propofal . 

The  Lords  and  Gentlemen  to  whom  a  paper  has 
been  communicated,  containing  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince’s  gracious  intentions  upon  feveral  weighty 
and  important  points,  of  the  greateft  confequence  to 
the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  Majefty’s  government, 
and  abfolutely  neceftary  for  thereftoring,  and  perpe¬ 
tuating  the  true  ufe  and  defign  of  parliament  ;  the  puri- 

tv  of  our  excellent  conftitution,  and  the  happinefs  and 

welfare  of  the  whole  nation, do  thereinwith  thegreateft 

fatisfadlion  obferve,  and  moft  gratefully  acknowledge, 

the  uprightnefs  and  generofity  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  s 
r  D  nobre 
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‘of  policy  :  but  fince  it  has  been  carried  in¬ 
to  pratlice ,  the  whole  kingdom  has  con¬ 
demned  it  as  a  malter-piece  of  folly. 

The  Earl  of  E  GREMONT  fucceedcd  to 
Mr.  Pitt's  office,  being  everyway  quali¬ 
fied  for  thepurpofesof  the  Favourite.  Lord 
Temple  was  out  of  town  when  Mr. 
Pitt  refigned,  but  returned  a  few  days 
after,  and  immediately  refigned  his  office 
of  Lord  Privy  Seal.  For  fome  time  this 
high  office  was  vacant,  at  length  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  was  appointed  to  fill  it. 


noble  fentiments  and  refolutions.  And  therefore 
beg  leave  to  return  their  moft  dutiful  and  humble 
thanks  for  the  fame,  and  to  allure  his  Royal  Hh»h- 
nefs,  that  they  will  conftatitly  and  Readily  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  to  fupport  thofe  his  wife  and  fa- 
lutary  purpofes,  that  the  throne  may  be  ftrenth- 
ened,  religion  and  morality  encouraged,  fa&ion 
and  corruption  deftroyed,  the  purity  °and  elience 
of  parliament  reftored,  and  the  happinefs  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  conftitution  preferved. 


When  the  above  anfwer  was  returned  to  the  Prince* 

there  were  prefent, 


The  Duke  of  B . 
The  Earl  of  L . 
7 he  Earl  of  T. 
The  Earl  of  IV. 
The  Earl  of  S. 
Lord  F . 
Lord  IV. 


Sir  Wat .  WL  IV. 
Sir  John  II.  C. 
Sir  Walter  B. 

Sir  Robert  G. 

Mr.  F. 

Mr.  P. 

Mr.  C. 


D 
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The  moment  Mr.  Pitt  was  departed 
from,  the  helm,  the  new  minifters,  un¬ 
der  the  directions  of  the  Favourite, 
adopted  a  very  different  plan,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  meafures  with  Spain,  from 
that  propofed  by  the  late  minifler.  They 
chofe  to  proceed  by  the  tardy  fteps  of  an 
Ambaffador  ;  and  when  upwards  of  three 
months  had  been  trifled  away,  in  dif- 
patching  memorials,  letters,  anfwers, 
&c.*  a  declaration  of  War  againft  Spain 
came  fneaking  out,  in  January  1762, 

cc  Vv  hoever  confiders  the  Situation  of  Spain, 
(unprepared  as  the  was  at  the  time  the  written  ad¬ 
vice  was  given)  with  refpe£l  to  her  ports,  her  (hips  of 
war  in  thofe  ports,  her  colonies,  her  commerce,  her 
own,  as  well  as  the  riches  of  France ,  on  hoard  her 
jhips ,  can  never  fufficiently  lament  the  lofs  of  an 
autumnal  campaign.  If  we  add  thai  the  fleet  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  at  no  time  fo  formidable,  her  feamen  never 
fo  full  of  fpirit,  and  flufhed  with  repeated  vi£lories  ; 
in  Europe  only,  upwards  of  140  fhips  of  war  ;  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  above  ico  more  5  we 
muft  fink  in  amazement  at  our  fupinenefs  and 
:negie£!  of  fo  critical  a  period.”  Mr .  Wilkes's  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  Spanijb  papers ,  page  28. 

Nov.  2.  1761.  “  Two  fhips  have  lately  arrived 
at  Cadiz,  with  very  extraordinary  rich  cargoes, 
irom  the  Weft  Indies  \fo  that  all  the  wealth  that  was 
expeSfed  fro?n  Spanijh  j. America ,  is  now  Jafe  in  Old 
Spain."  Lord  Briftol’s  letter,  in  the  Spanifh  pa- 
per s,  page  29,  quarto  edit. 


wnich 
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which  ought  to  have  appeared  in  the 
preceding  September;  for  at  both  pe¬ 
riods,  the  neceffity  was  juft  the  fame. 
And  it  is  evident,  from  the  conduit  of  the 
Britifh  minifters,  in  this  matter,  that  if 
Spain  had  chofen  to  continue  evading  and 
procraftinating,  fire  might  eaiily  have 
gained  another  three  or  four  months,  to 
arm  and  make  preparations ;  for  fo  low 
did  their  pulfe  beat,  after  Mr.  Pitt’s  re- 
fignation,  that  they  durft  not  venture  to 
declaie  war,  until  precipitated  upon  it 
by  the  rafhnefs  of  the  enemy.  This  be¬ 
ing  apparent  to  the  whole  world,  the  mi- 
niftry,  and  more  particularly  the  Favou¬ 
rite,  were  purfued  and  perfecuted,  with 
the  indignation  and  relentment  of  the 
honeft  part  of  their  countrymen ;  who 
now  clearly  faw  the  wifdom  and  recti¬ 
tude  of  the  meafure  propofed  by  Mr 
Pitt  and  Lord  Temple,  and  there¬ 
fore  did  not  fail  to  teflify  anew,  their 
fincere  veneration,  for  thofe  truly  honou- 
» able  and  refpeitable  patriots. 


D  2 


C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.  IV. 

Debate  on  the  /apply  granted  for  the  Kitig 
of  Portugal.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Glover t 
Lord  George  Sackville ,  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

Notwithstanding  the  unprovoked 
treatment,  which  Mt.Pitt  had  met 
with  from  the  Favourite  and  his  inftru- 
ments,  yet  he  did  not  enter  into  a  factious 
oppofition  ;  but  behaved  in  his  retirement 
with  that  ferenitv  and  dignity,  which  were 
fo  worthy  of  his  character,  and  of  his 
Sincere  defire  to  promote  the  real  welfare 
oi  his  country.  So  far  from  oppofing  go¬ 
vernment,  or  deferring  the  public,  at  this 
very  critical  juncture,  he  poured  forth  his 
manly  eloquence  to  Strengthen  the  hands, 
and  to  give  refolution  and  fpirit,  to  a  fee¬ 
ble  and  irrefolute  administration.  His 
zeal  for  the  public,  his  firmnefs,  fpirit 
and  moderation,  were  no  lefs  admired, 
than  the  folid  wifdom,  deep  policy,  and 
heroic  magnanimity  of  his  counfels. 
When  a  fupply  of  one  million  was  de- 
ii red,  to  afiift  the  King  of  Portugal,  Mr. 

Pitt 
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Pitt  behaved,  not  like  a  difcontented 
opponent,  determined  to  oppole  impli¬ 
citly,  but  on  this  occafion  nobly  fupport- 
ed  the  caufe  of  his  country,  and  its  ally 
the  King  of  Portugal.  He  wifhed  to 
fave  Portugal,  not  by  an  ill-timed  and 
penurious,  but  by  a  moll  efficacious  and 
adequate  affillance. 

There  was  one  gentleman  indeed,  [  Mr. 
Glover]  who  endeavoured  to  reprefent 
the  King  of  Portugal  as  having  violated 
his  engagements  with  the  Englilh  mer¬ 
chants,  in  the  wine  trade,  who  had  made 
fome  complaints,  which  he  apprehended 
had  not  been  attended  to,  by  the  late  mi- 
niller,  therefore  he  thought  the  King  of 
Portugal  had  no  right  to  expedi:  any  affill¬ 
ance  from  England.  —  And  there  was  a 
noble  Lord  [Lord  Georg e  Sac k vi i. le] 
who  aimed  at  fhewing  the  difference  in 
the  expence  of  Queen  Anne’s  war  and 
the  prefent  ;  that  tho’  in  the  former  he 
faid,  we  had  near  180,000  troops  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  continent,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  not  above  one  half  the  number,  yet 
the  expence  now  was  much  greater  than 
at  that  time,  which  he  thought  mull  be 
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owing  to  a  want  of  ceconomy  in  the  ma¬ 
nagers  of  the  German  war.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  expence  the  nation  had 
been  at  was  fo  great,  it  was  impoffible 
to  raife  any  further  fuppiies  ;  that  there¬ 
fore,  he  feared  he  Ihould  fee  the  time 
when  we  fliould  come  to  a  full  flop  for 
want  of  money  to  carry  on  the  war ;  that 
he  bled  to  fee  his  country  in  fuchdiXreXed 
circumXances;  and  concluded  with  hop¬ 
ing  he  Ihould  not  fee  the  time,  when  we, 
as  a  conquering  nation,  Ihould  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  afk  a  peace  of  thofe,  who  ought 
to  beg  it  of  us. 

But  thefe  fparks  of  oppofition  were  ex¬ 
tinguished  in  an  inXant,  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  German  war,  and  of  affix¬ 
ing  the  King  of  Portugal.  And  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  times  of  war.  connexions 
with  the  continent  had  always  been  found 
political,  except  in  the  four  unhappy  reigns 
of  the  Stuarts.  Then,  turning  about  to  Se¬ 
veral  perl'ons,  he  very  jocularly  faid,  you 
who  are  for  continental  meafures,  I  am 
with  you  ■,  and  you  who  are  for  affiXing 

the 
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the  King  of  Portugal,  I  am  with  you ;  and 
you  who  are  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war, 
1  am  with  you  alio;  in  fhort,  I  am  tne  on¬ 
ly  man  to  be  found  that  am  with  you  all. 
He  then  enumerated  the  fuccefl'es  which 
had  attended  the  Britifh  arms  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  immenfe  advantages 
gained  in  our  trade,  which  would  more 
than  compenfate  the  great  expence  we 
had  been  at ;  and  which  he  obferved  was 
a  confideration  that  had  been  overlooked 
by  thofe  who  were  complaining  of  the 
heavy  burthen  of  the  war  ;  and  in  regard 
to  contracting  the  expences,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  thofe  who  were  for  it,  and 
urged,  that  who  ever  would  effeCt  this  fa- 
lutary  work,  would  deferve  the  higheft 
encomiums ;  but  he  hoped  a  dillinCtion 
would  be  made  between  contracting  the 
expence,  and  contracting  the  operations 
of  the  war,  and  defired  any  one  prelent 
to  fhew  how  the  latter  could  have  been, 
or  might  hill  be  done  with  fafety  :  He 
then  remarked,  that  he  did  not  find  any 
lefsexpenceattended  the  nation  now,  than 
when  he  unworthily  held  the  feals,  or 
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thas  more  was  done;  and  turning  to  the 
Marquis  of  Granby,  he  obferved,  that 
he  knew  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country  was  fucb,  that  if  he  had  received 
his  orders,  he  was  fure  he  would  not  then 
he  where  ne  was.  And  as  to  what  the  no¬ 
ble  Lord  had  faid,  no  one  doubted  his  ca¬ 
pacity,  if  his  heart  was  but  as  good  ;  that 
for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  tell  the  rea- 
fon  oi  tne  continental  expences  being 
gieater  now  than  in  Queen  Anne’s  time, 
nniefs  it  was  becaufe  provender,  and  every 
tiring  elfe  in  Germany  was  dearer  now 
than  tnen,  and  wifhed  the  noble  Lord  had 
explained  that  part  of  his  fpeech,  for  he 
did  not  properly  know  what  to  make  of 
it;  it  carried  a  fomething  !  a  fufpicion  he 
did  not  well  underhand  !  but  if  he  meant 
tiiat  there  had  not  been  fair  play  with  the 
money,  he  knew  nothing  of  it;  and  then 
ftretcbing  out  his  hands,  and  moving  his 
fingers,  faid  they  were  clean,  there  was 
none  of  it  duck  to  them  !  and  that  he 
would  fecond  any  perfon,  who  ihould 
move  for  an  enquiry  into  the  money-tnat- 
tcrs:  he  was  anxious  to  know  how  it  was 

appro- 
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appropriated,  that  the  whole  truth  might 
come  out :  He  obferved,  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  faid,  he  bled  for  his  country, 
and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it ;  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  he  ought  to  throw  his  body 
at  his  Majefty’s  feet,  and  there  bleed  at  . 
every  pore.  He  then  reprefented,  that 
in  confequence  of  our  withdrawing  our 
troops  from  Germany,  Portugal,  and  the 
Low  Countries,  would  become  a  prey  to 
the  French  and  Spaniards ;  that  in  point 
of  policy  we  ought  not  to  fuffer  it;  but 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  bear  Portugal  on 
our  fhoulders,  but  only  to  let  him  on  his 
legs,  and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand.  He  af¬ 
firmed,  that  France  was  almoft  a  ruined 
nation,  having  expended  in  the  laft  year 
upwards  of  eight  millions,  and  had  been 
ftill  lofing  :  that  he  knew  the  finances  of 
Fiance,  as  well  as  any  man  in  England  ; 
and  that  we,  by  our  fuccefies,  were  repaid 
for  our  expence;  that  it  was  wrong  and 
unjuft  to  ieprefent  Great  Britain  in  fo  de¬ 
plorable  a  Hate,  as  unable  to  carrv  on  the 
war  (foi  there  were  always  ftrangers  m 
tne  gallery,  who  wrote  to  their  friends  m 
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Holland,  an  account  of  what  palled  in 
that  place,  and  the  Dutch  forwarded  it  to 
the  French)  that  it  was  well  known,  Eng¬ 
land  never  was  better  able  to  fupport  a 
war  than  at  prefent ;  that  the  money  for 
this  year  was  raifed,  and  he  would  anfwer 
for  it,  if  we  wanted  1 5  or  20  millions  for 
next  year,  we  might  have  it :  he  therefore 
ftrongly  recommended  the  million  as  de- 
lired  :  that  he  knew  the  cry  which  had 
been  propagated  forlthefethreeyears;  You 
wont  be  able  to  raife  money  to  continue 
the  war  another  year  ;  and  yet  we  all  faw 
the  contrary.  He  affirmed,  that  one  cam¬ 
paign  might  have  finiffied  the  war ;  (al¬ 
luding  to  his  own  propofal  of  demanding 
a  categorical  anfwer  from  Spain.) 

And  in  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  faid,  that  the  complaints  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  merchants  had  not  been  attend¬ 
ed  to,  he  infilled,  that  fo  far  from  it,  he 
hadfpentmanynightsinconfideringthem; 
and  referred  that  gentleman  to  what  had 
palTed  between  him  and  the  Ambaifador 
of  the  court  of  Portugal,  wherein  thofe 
points  had  been  adjultcd.  He  then  recom¬ 
mended 
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mended  union  and  harmony  to  the  mini- 
ftry,  and  declar’d  againft  altercation,  which 

he  faid  was  no  way  to  carry  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  and  urged  the  neceffity  of 
profecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  as  the 
only  way  to  obtain  an  honourable,  folid, 
and  lafting  peace;  and  proved  from  the 
readinefs  with  which  fupplies  had  been 
granted,  there  would  be  little  dancrer  of 
a  ltop  on  that  account,  fo  long  as  the 
money  was  properly  applied,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs. 

CHAP.  V. 

^he  national  faith  broke.  Certain  infamous 

corr efpon denci es .  fhe  Duke  of  New- 
taftle  refigns. 

flpHE  Favourite  now  finding  himfelf 
$  foie  minifter,  in  effed,  though  not 
in  appearance,  refolved  to  treat  the  alli¬ 
ance  with  Prufiia,  in  the  manner  he  had 
ever  wi/hed  and  intended,  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  had  foimed  his  defign  of  beco¬ 
ming  abfolute  premier.  He  therefore  re- 
fufed  to  renew  the  treaty  with  that  power, 
which  happened  to  expire  during  his  ad- 
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miniftration.  But  to  keep  the  Pruffian 
Refident  in  London  in  fome  Tort  of  good 
humour  about  it,  he  amufed  him  from 
time  to  time,  with  ftrong  promifes  that 
the  fublidy  fhould  be  granted,  and  feveral 
of  his  creatures  (who  were  afterwards  his 
minifters)  were  parties  atconferences,  held 
for  that  purpofe  :  at  length,  having  kept 
the  Refident  in  fufpence  near  4  months, 
viz.  from  January  to  April  1762,  he  re- 
fufed  to  give  the  money.  The  Advocates 
of  the  Favourite  were  at  this  time  hired 
to  maintain,  that  the  bad  faith  pradtifed 
towards  the  King  of  Pruffia,  was  a  duty 
which  we  owed  to  ourfelves,  and  juftifi- 
able  by  the  law  of  nations.  However,  not 
content  with  throwing  this  indelible  ftain 
on  the  faith  of  the  Engiifli  nation,  he 
had  recourfe  to  an  artifice  dill  more  in¬ 
famous,  in  order  to  injure  that  monarch. 
A  correfpondence  was  carried  on,  with 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  in  which  the 
minifler  (mod  undoubtedly  without  his 
Majefty’s  knowledge,  for  the  refpedt  to 
the  crown  obliges  us  to  believe  fo)  faid, 
or  infinuated  in  very  flrong  terms,  that 

we 
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we  fhould  behold  with  concern,  the  late 
Empe'ror  of  Ruffia’s  withdrawing  from 
the  alliance,  and  recalling  his  troops,  from 
the  afliftance  of  the  Emprefs  Queen  ;  that 
this  country  did  not  with  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  /hould  be  aggrandized,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  but  would 
rather  defire  to  fee  that  power  revert  to 
its  primitive  electoral  ftate.  This  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  a  jfhort  flare  of  the  fad,  in 
the  language  that  it  comes  from  abroad  ; 
and  it  is  there  added,  that  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  is  poflefled  of  authentic  docu¬ 
ments  to  fhew  it ;  tranfmitted  to  him  from 
the  court  of  Ruffia. —  Another  correfpon- 
dence  was  carried  on  with  the  court  of 
Vinna,  to  whom  the  moft  fcandalous 
fubmifiions  were  made,  in  order  to  ac- 
complifh  a  reconciliation  between  that 
haughty  court  and  Great  Britain  ;  and  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  alliance  *  iC  in 

“  confequence  of  fome  conceflions  to  be 

* 

*  Had  this  propofed  alliance  taken  place,  will  air¬ 
man  upon  earth  fay,  we  fhould  have  been  lcfs  Ger¬ 
manized  in  this  reign,  than  during  the  late  ? _ Was 

Jt  not  taking  Auftria  again  upon  our  fhoulders  ? 

((  made 
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“  made  in  Italy,  or  elfewhere This  word 
dfewhere,  is  of  unlimited  latitude,  and 
capable  of  fuch  dangerous  conftrudtion, 
that  confidering  the  fyftern  which  the 
Favourite  was  then  purfuing,  and  to 
whom  this  fubmiftive  propofal  was  made, 
no  other  than  the  inveterate  and  impla¬ 
cable  enemy  of  Pruflia !  there  will 
fcarcely  remain  a  doubt  whofe  domini¬ 
ons  it  was  intended  to  imply. 

This  proftitution  of  national  faith  ;  this 
offered  treachery  to  a  monarch,  who  had 
often  been  ftiled  from  the  throne  a  mag¬ 
nanimous  Prince,  ard  good  ally  j  and 
whofe  alliance  had  been  approved  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  and  had 
received  the  folemn  fandtion  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament ;  cannot  fail  of  rail¬ 
ing  in  the  mind  of  every  honeft  man,  a 
juft  and  warm  indignation  for  fo  con¬ 
temptible  a  being,  as  could  form  fuch 
bafe  and  icandalous  projects. 

To  convince  thofe  minifters  of  the 
late  King,  who  had  chofen  to  remain  iu 
their  offices,  after  the  expulffon  of  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  Fa¬ 
vourite 
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vourite  meant  to  feize  the  helm  ;  he  im¬ 
mediately  invaded  their  feveral  depart¬ 
ments;  corrupted  their  fecretaries  and 
confidents,  to  betray  to  him  the  bufinefs 
or  fecrets  tranfadting  in  each,  indeed, 
men  of  lefs  difcernment  than  the  mini¬ 
vers  faw,  and  laid,  that  their  date  in  of¬ 
fice  was  but  very  fhort,  when  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  had  given  fuch  a'  proof  of  his 
power,  as  the  bamfhment  of  Ford  Tem¬ 
ple  and  Mr.  Pitt.  But  for  reafons, 
which  only  concern  themfelves,  they 
chofe  to  enjoy  their  salaries  by  per- 
miffion.  It  is  nonfenfe  to  fay  that  they 
enjoyed  power  ;  for  it  is  notorious,  that 
the  Favourite  arbitrarily  difpofed  of  every 
place,  as  it  became  vacant,  not  only  with¬ 
out  complimenting  them  with  any  kind 
of  foheitation,  but  even  without  their 
knowledge  :  and  in  julfice  it  mull  be 
faid,  that  for  fome  time,  at  leaff,  they 
not  only  filently,  but  meanly,  acquiefced 
in  all  his  meafures.  At  length  fome  of 
them  became  uneaiy  under  his  yoke,  and 
finding  that  they  Ihould  fhortly  be  turn¬ 
ed  out,  refolded  to  relign. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  wa$ 
firft  Lord  of  the  Trealury,  refigned  on 
the  26th  of  May  1762:  for  this  plain 
reafon,  which  his  friends  gave  out,  “  Be - 

caufe  he  Jouud  his  influence  ivus  gone  be - 
“fore  him.”  Indeed,  his  Grace  had  met 
with  fuch  kind  of  treatment,  as  was  no 
longer  fufferable.  But  this  he  might 
have  foieieen  :  for  no  fonhble  man  about 
»St.  James  s  doubted,  .(three  days  after 
Mr.  Pitt’s  refignation)  that  his  Grace 
held  the  very  poll:,  which  the  Favourite 
was  determin'd  to  occupy  himfelf.  And 
had  his  Grace,  with  his  adherents,  as 
firmly  attached  themfelves  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  as  they  had  done  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  to  thofe  true  friends 
of  their  country,  who  manifolded  by 
their  early  retirement  their  difapproba- 
tion  or  the  Favourite,  and  his  destruc¬ 
tive  meafures,  they  might,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  have  prevented  thofe  fatal  confe- 
quences,  which  fuch  an  unhappy  want 
of  fidelity  occafioned. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

rl  he  Favourite  made  a  Knight  oj  the  Gar * 
ter •  Note  from  the  Monitor ,  and  an 

account  of  the  profecution  of  that  paper . 
The  Favourite  made  firft  Lord  of  the 
Freafury .  Sweeps  the  Cocoa  Free  for  cl 
Miniftry .  Curious  account  of  him .  Furns 
out  all  who  had  been  put  in  by  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle .  Bars  up  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Royal  Clofet.  Peace  is  his  only  ob¬ 
ject.  A  number  of  Peers  created .  Lords 
of  the  Bedchamber  mere  a  fed*  Fhe  power 
of  the  crown  extended ,  and  the  law  evaded \ 

THE  Treafury  being  now  vacated  in 
form,  the F avourite,  although  eager 
to  mount  this  pinacle  of  power,  refold 
ved  not  to  do  it,  until  decorated  with  the 
moft  noble  Englifh  order  of  the  garter; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  thevery  day  after  the 
Duke  s  relignation,  a  chapter  was  fum- 
moned  to  meet  at  St.  James’s,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bute  was  inverted  by  his  Sove~ 
reign,  with  the  enfigns  of  the  order,  at 
the  fame  time  withPrinceWilliamHenry, 

E  third 
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third  brother  of  his  Majefty.  TheFavou- 
rite  was  before  a  Knight  of  the  ancient 
Scottifh  order  of  the  Thiftle;  therefore 
this  circumftance  of  changing  the  colour 
of  his  ribband;  was  fuch  a  ridiculous  parade 
of  his  own  folly  and  vanity ;  fuch  an 
empty  difplay  of  the  wantonnefs  of 
power,  as  could  only  ferve  to  inflame 
mankind,  without  fecuring  to  either  his 
Royal  Mafter  or  himfelf,  any  folid  ad¬ 
vantages  whatever*. 

On  the  fecond  day  after  his  decoration* 
he  entered  the  Treafury,  with  a  fcourge 

in 

*  A  few  days  after  this  extraordinary  tranfac- 
tion,  there  was,  in  a  periodical  paper  called  The 
Monitor,  the  following  rtngular  pafiage,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Abbot  de  Bernis,  the  t  rench  minifter 
and  Favourite  of  M.  de  Pompadour  : 

“  The  exaltation  of  de  Bernis,  who  was  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  very  amorous  conrtitution.  and  feemed 
to  have  no  other  recommendation  than  his  perfon* 
and  art  to  pleafe  the  fair  fex,  provoked  the  nobility 
and  gentry  beyond  all  mode)  ation  :  fo  that  when  he 
was  inverted  with  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
the  chapel  of  Verfailles,  there  was,  during  the  cere¬ 
mony,  a  fcroll  of  paper  thrown  out  of  the  gallery 
among  the  Knights,  on  which  was  wrote  a  French 
parody,  on  the  hymn  called  Veni  Creator,  and  is 
thus  tranflated  in  the  third  volume  ot  M.  de  Pom¬ 
padour’s  hiftory,  page  52, 


Thon. 
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In  one  hand,  and  a  purfe  in  the  other; 
which  by  the  advice  of  his  virtuous  affo- 

ciate. 


^hou  holy  fpirit,  power  divine. 

Do  thou  for  France’s  glory  daign 
Un  this  new  minifter  to  fhine, 

And  lighten  up  his  clouded  brain. 

°f  twelve  unlearn ’d  thou  heretofore 
Didit  ra/fe  up  miracles  to  thee  • 

Renew  thofe  miracles  once  more, 
hy  SIV,ng  knfe  to  poor  Bcrnis. 

His  bofom  with  thy  flames  polTefs  : 

_  Un  him  the  love  of  heaven  pour, 

That  he  may  kifs  the  ladies  lefs, 

11  ea^  °*  - Da  Pompadour. 

■  V  ?er.n  j  invefted  with  the  rank  of  a  minifler 
and  decked  out  with  a  hi,,,,  r;ui  ,  ,  !ter 

doubtlefc  h 1 1 f  ‘  UC  r,kb°n,  could  not 

of  his  protea  JsP:2dmZe,  Tvefelfy  day 

*  tTirrr^  ki,ou,it%  it 

j  i  .  5  be  fuch  fupcrior  talents  ^ 

made  him  extremelv  ,>nn,kL  r  5  ^ 

moft  knotty,  anti  condu£Hno  w  *,IC 

had  put  into  J,  haiS’'h!!l™T,'  whlcl’  n“  alone 
fep  without  Srft  confuting  '“’"“'"'J'  “k'  »» 

markable!  which  STef?  ’T  °'hm  “  - 

<hen Score" ;„Ts7a  i “£  ”f" Halifax, 

fending  „nc  t  Z  IT""’  Z 

meuengers,  to  fe.ze  the  authors,  printers 

2  and 
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date,  were  dexteroully  employed  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  wifhes,  and  ruin  the  nation.  The 
inftant  that  his  name  appeared  in  the 
Gazette,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled 
with  alarm.  But  neither  the  extreme  dif- 

like  of  the  people,  nor  the  credit  of - 

which  fuffered  by  this  ftrange  condudf, 
gave  him  the  leaft  concern.  Being  arrived 
at  the  fummit  of  power,  the  very  place 
to  which  he  had  long  afpired,  he  vainly 
thought  the  kingdom  lay  at  his  feet,  and 
therefore  he  refolved  to  play  out  his  farce; 
that  is,  to  turn  out,  and  put  in,  at  plea- 
fure,until  he  had  completed  his  wretched 
plan,  of  a  wretched  adminiftration.  For 

and  publifhers,  (who  were  feverally  named  in  the 
warrants)  of  different  numbers  of  the  Monitor, 
together  with  their  books  and  papers,  and  bring  them 
before  his  Lordfhip  for  examination.  All  which  being 
literally  executed,  except  the  examination  which  was 
taken  by  the  clerks,  theperfons  fo  arbitrarily  and  un¬ 
lawfully  feized,  were,  after  being  fome  time  in  con¬ 
finement,  admitted  to  bail.  But  the  miniftry  did 
not  chufe  to  profecute  this  matter  in  Weftminfter- 
Hail,as  was  expected, moft  probably  fearing,  thatfuch 
a  profecution  would  carry  the  appearance  of  certain 
perfons  having  fo  ftrong  a  fenfibility  of  parallel  cafes, 
that  they  could  not  avoid  fitting  caps  to  their  own 
heads.  The  defendants  afterwards  brought  ac¬ 
tions  againft  the  Secretary  and  his  Meffengers,  and 
the  juries  gave  fome  of  them  confiderable  damages. 
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this  purpofe,  he  colledled  the  refufe  of  a 
defpicable  party,  who  had  for  fome  years 
formed  a  club  at  a  cofFee-houfe,and  who, 
having  no  name  of  their  own,  aflumed 
that  of  the  houfe,  and  were  called,  the 
Gocoa  Tree  Club.  During  Mr.  Pitt’s 
adminiftration,  thefe  Gentlemen  pre¬ 
tended  not  to  be  of  a  party.  When  they 
faw  that  minifter  and  his  .noble  brother 
abolifhing  all  parties,  with  a  dignity  that 
not  only  fpoke  the  rectitude  of  the  mea- 
fure,  but  the  patriotifm  of  their  hearts, 
they  affirmed  that  party  no  longer  ex- 
ifted ;  and  they  were  received  upon  that 
affirmation.  But  the  moment  that  one 
of  the  name  of  Stuart  appeared,  they  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  him.  Indeed  this 
was  but  natural ;  if  we  confider,  that 
many  of  the  club  had  been  in  a  hate  of 
profeription,  upwards  of  fifty  years,upon 
more  than  a  fufpicion  of  difaffedtion;  that 
fince  the  refignations  of  Mr.  Pi  t  t  and 
Lord  Te  mple,  they  had  not  Icrupled, 
both  within,  and  without  doors,  to  libel 
the  memory  of  his  lateMajefiy,becaufe  he 
had  ever,  upon  thejufteft  reafons, doubted 

E  3  their 
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their  pretentions  to  loyalty*.  It  was  like" 
wife  not  unnatural  in  a  Stuart  premier*  to 

make 

*  > 

“  If  difintereftednefs  herfelf  was  to  draw  the 
negative  qualities  of  the  firft  officer  of  flate  in  this 
Kingdom,  it  would  be  much  fuch  a  character  as  had 
now  aflumed  the  reigns  of  government.  He  was  a 
man  that  at  no  time  of  life  had  opportunity  or  incli- 
nation  of  applying  to  bulinefs.  When  young,  he  was 
i  po  ed  to  gaiety;  and  though,  having  been  at  the 
c  °  e  Qj  a  ieflion  elected  one  of  the  iixteen  peers, 
yet  by  his  oppofmg,  right  or  wrong,  all  meafures 
o  fcovcrnment,  was  at  the  next  election  excluded, 
and  then  in  difguft  retired  to  an  ifle  in  the  king- 
f  om  of  Scotland,  where  he  fpent  many  years  in 
ciofe  monafteria]  retirement.  This  being  the  prime 

,  ,  hfe’  1,1  which  moft  men,  after  the  fchool  of 

cooks,  inlarge  their  ideas  in  the  only  ufeful  fchool, 

,  convention  of  men,  he  formed  his  from 
theory  ;  became  referved,  full  of  Grange  prejudices, 
nnd  unfit  for  any  thing  but  the  tyrannic  domain  of 
an  Highland  clan. 

When  he  returned,  as  if  fate  was  ftill  making  him 
her  (port,  one  time  exalting  him,  the  more  complete¬ 
ly  todeprefs  him  in  another,  he  was  taken  notice  of 
on  an  occafion,  that  no  one  could  have  conceived  in- 
troouaqry  to  the  prime  minifterffiip.  The  Dutchefs 
of  v'yeentbury  having  entertained  her  friends  with 
the  play  of  the  Fair  Penitent,  the  part  of  Lothario 

/  ‘ t0  t!l~  Jot  his  Tordffii p,  in  which  he  fucceeded 
o  mu^n  bcttei  than  in  his  late  performances  in  the 
character  of  a  Fatefman,  that  he  was  greatlv  admired, 
ana  particularly  by  his  late  Royal  high nefs' Frederick, 

1  mice  or  t  y  ales,  who  took  great  notice  of  this  occa¬ 
sional  Kolcius,  and  invited  him  to  Leicefter  Idoufe, 

which 
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make  choice  of  fuch  men  for  his  mini- 
fters ;  to  whom  he  added  all  the  other 

known 


which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  conception  that  T  fear 
England  will  ever  repent.  After  the  death  of  this 
excellent  Prince,  at  the  fettling  at  the  houfhold  at 
Saville  Houfe,  his  Lordfhip  became  a  great  officer, 
and  a  great  Favourite  ;  his  talents,  however  unfit  for 
public  employ,  very  defervedly  made  him  amiable  to 
his  young  matter  in  a  private  capacity  ;  his  morals 
were  unexceptionable,  and  he  was  dilpofed  to  arts  and 
artifts,  though  he  has  ever  been  diredted  by  national 
attachments,  caprice,  or  private  friendfliip,  and  not 
by  a  difinterefted  zeal  for  real  merit.  If  any  doubt 
thefe  affertions,  I  appeal  to  thofe  miferable  pictures 
which  difgrace  Guildhall.  If  they  boaft  his  judgment 
in  fculpture,  I  appeal  to  the  new  invented  figure  at 
the  Exchange.  If  they  fay  he  knows  more  of  poetry 
than  an  hottentot  does  of  cookery,  I  appeal  to  thofe 
unfortunate  people  who  yawned  at  the  execrable 
Scotch  performance,  called  Agis  King  of  Sparta.  But 
if  it  fhould  be  laid,  that  his  private  regard  for  Ram- 
fay,  Wilton,  and  Hume,  made  him  promote  them 
at  the  expence  of  his  own  reputation  for  taffe,  I  then 
applaud  his  good-nature,  but  cannot  acquiefce  in  his 
public  pretenfions,  of  being  a  Arfacenas. 

He  was  in  every  refpedt  adapted  to  the  fmall  circle 
of  a  coal  fire,  here  his  virtues  were  known,  and  his 
fincerc  attachments  made  him  amiable  ;  but  when 
viewed  in  the  inlarged  light  of  a  minifter  or  Macenas^ 
were  truly  ridiculous  and  contemptible,  and  the  means 
of  bringing  thofe  works  of  genius  into  difgrace,  which 
he  made  a  parade  of  promoting.  This  was  the  man 
who  became  fo  great  a  dupe  to  his  pride,  vanity,  and 
ambition,  and  the  felfifhnefs  of  his  dependents,  that 
after  the  expulfion  of  the  ableft  and  moit  approved  mi- 
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known  Tories,  he  could  pick  up.  Hisown 
board  he  filled  with  fuch  as  were  perfo- 
nally  attached  to  him;  and  Sir  Francis 
Dashwood  he  made  Chancellor  of  tlje 
Exchequer.  But  his  bofom  friends  “we re 
“  three  or  four  perfons,  whofe  different 
“  employments,  fuch  as,  in  a  Scottifh 
kirk,  in  the  law,  and  in  the  army, 
“  made  them  wholly  ignorant  of  /late 
affairs :  but  their  conceit  being  equal 
“  to  their  ignorance,  they  undertook  to 
“  affifl  this  upflart  pilot.” 

With  this  regiment  of  Scottifhjacobites, 
Scotti/h  poets,  and  a  few  Englifh  Tories, 

ruftry,  this  nation  ever  had,  during  which  there  was 
the  greateft  union  and  harmony,  ever  known,  be¬ 
tween  the  people  and  government,  he  weakly  and  ar¬ 
rogantly  all  limed  abiolute  rule  in  their  ftead  ;  and  on 
the  29th  of  May  1762,  became  the  prime  minifter. 

Very  many  were  the  reafons  for  the  people’s  being 
alarmed,  particularly  this  minifter  was  in  that  fitu- 
ation  which  in  public  and  private  life  has  ever  been 
deteftable,  for  he  was  a  Favourite .  His  abilities  were 
doubted.  His  country,  fo  famed  for  attachment 
merely  to  themfelves,  made  him  odious.  The  people 
he  brought  into  power  with  him,  were  in  general 
truly  contemptible  :  that  moft  important  office,  the 
national  accountant,  wasproftituted  on  a  man  towhom 
A  ium  of  five  figures,  was  an  impenetrable  Secret.” 

»  Contra  ft. 

.  he 
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he  ftormed  all  the  public  offices  j  turned 
out  every  dependant,  relation,  and  friend 
of  theDukeof  Newcastle.  The  boards 
of  revenue,  which  ought  to  be  facred 
during  good  behaviour,  were  not  exempt 
from  this  inhuman  rapine.  The  fadt  is, 
that  none  were  fpared,  who  refufed  to 
become  his  fycophants.  In  fhort,  one 
can  compare  his  condudt,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  nothing  more  juftly,  than  to 
that  of  an  enraged  and  cruel  enemy  plun¬ 
dering  a  town  which  had  coft  him  fome 
trouble  to  take.  He  barred  up  all  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  Royal  clofet,  into  which 
none  were  admitted,  without  his  per- 
miffion.  This  naturally  difgufted  thofe, 
who  were  too  fpirited  to  folicit  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  palfport ;  and  together  with 
his  ftrong  attachment  to  his  needy  coun¬ 
trymen,  whom  he  thruft  into  all  offices, 
and  into  all  departments,  which  as  na¬ 
turally  difgufted  the  public  at  large  ;  may 
be  faid,  to  have  fo  narrowed  his  founda¬ 
tion,  that  it  was  apparent  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  ftand  upon,  but  corruption  and 
the  Kings  favour. 


Con 
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Confcious,  even  previous  to  his  eleva¬ 
tion  to  the  Treafury,  that  his  continuance 
in  power,  would  depend  upon  his  obtain¬ 
ing  a  peace  immediately  (for  he  had  not 
capacity  to  conduct  the  war,  and  one  mil- 
carnage  might  prove  fatal  to  him)  he 
made  peace  the  objeCt  of  all  his  politics. 
Andfome weeks  before  theDukeof  New¬ 
castle  refigned,  a  number  of  peers  were 
created.  This  extraordinary  meafure,  to¬ 
gether  with  fome  others  which  attended 
it,  were  thus  remarked  upon  at  the  time. 

“  One  of  the  great  outlines  of  the  Fa¬ 
vourite’s  adminiftration,  and  which  was 
carried  to  a  degree  unknown  lince  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  was  an  open 
and  declared  profeffion  of  increafing 
the  power  of  the  crown,  by  creating 
influence  and  dependencies  upon  it,  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament.  In  the  year 
1 71 1,  when  the  Tories  were  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  overturn  the  Whig  adminiftra¬ 
tion,  that  had  reduced  the  power  of 
France  fo  low,  and  were  projecting  the 
infamous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  Burnet  fays. 
They  finding  the  houfe  of  Lords  could 

“  not 
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ft  not  be  brought  to  favour  their  defirmSji 
“  relolved  to  make  an  experiment  that 
“  none  of  our  princes  had  ventured  up- 
“  on  in  former  times  ;  a  refolution  was 
taken  of  making  twelve  peers  at  once.” 
What  was  the  condudt  of  the  prefent  mi- 
nifter  under  fimilar  circumftances  ?  He 
advifed  the  creation  o i  Jlxteen  peers,  not 
indeed  at  once,  that  would  have  been 
too  explicit  a  declaration  of  his  motives, 
but  all  in  the  (pace  of  two  years  ;  and  not 
content  with  this,  he  likewife  advifed 
the  giving  penfions  to  a  great  number  of 
that  houfe,  under  the  denomination  in- 
deed  of  Lords  of  the  bedchamber ;  but 
as  the  number  of  thofe  Lords  was  increaf- 
ed  in  the  prefent  reign,  from  twelve  to 
twenty-two,  the  fadt  is,  that,  by  whatever 
name  they  are  called,  the  King  has  fo 
many  more  fervants  in  Ins  pay,  in  that 
houfe,  and  the  minifter  has  the  rod  of  de¬ 
privation  hangingover  their  heads,  which 
fell  molt  heavily  againft  thofe,  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  exercil'e  their  freedom  of  voting 
?gamft  what  he  recommended.  But,  in 
the  othci  houfe,  and  where  it  is  more 

material, 
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material,  this  meafure  was  carried  much 
further  :  we  are  informed  from  hiftory, 
that,  from  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
it  has  been  the  charadteriftic  mark  of 
thole  who  oppofed  any  increafe  of  power 
in  the  crown,  to  contrive  by  laws,  and 
every  other  method,  to  prevent  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  in  that  houfe.  Seve¬ 
ral  adts  of  parliament  have  been  palfed, 
to  limit  the  number  of  officers,  who  re¬ 
ceived  their  places  from  the  crown,  to 
have  feats  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
one  particularly  during  the  Whig  admi- 
niftration  of  Queen  Anne,  which  de¬ 
clares,  that  no  perfon  poflefTed  of  an  of¬ 
fice,  created  after  fuch  a  period,  fhould 
be  capable  of  a  feat  in  that  houfe  :  and 
this  was  afterwards  enforced  by  another 
of  the  firft  of  George  I.  that  retrained 
perlons  having  penfions  during  plea- 
fure,  from  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  Thefe  laws  were  pafled  in  order 
to  be  a  reflraint  on  the  crown  they  are 
now  in  force,  and  mean  to  provide  for 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  preventing 
the  crown  from  creating  a  dependence 

upon 
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upon  it,  in  its  reprefentatives  :  but,  like 
other  human  inftitutions,  they  were  e- 
vaded  ;  when  a  minifter  fhall  prefume  to 
advife,  in  the  teeth  of  thefe  adts  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  creation  of  fuch  a  number  of 
grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  clerks  of  the 
green-cloth,  and  other  officers  of  the 
houffiold,  each  with  a  falary  of  500  1.  per 
annum,  as  to  be  double  the  number  of 
thofe  of  his  late  Majefty  ;  and  when  fome 
gentlemen  have  been  removed  from  thefe 
employments  with  penjions,  to  make  room 
for  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  the  law  might  be  only  evaded,  not 
openly  violated  ;  and  when  we  fee  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  firft  fortunes,  and  who  thro' 
the  two  Iaft  reigns,  prided  thcmfelves  in 
their  independency,  eagerly,  and  meanly 
thrufting  themfelves  into  this  pitiful  pen- 
lion  lift ;  I  fay,  when  we  confider  thefe 
things,  where  is  the  fecurity  of  the  laws, 
or  upon  what  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  can  thefe  meafures  be  defended  ?” 

Nothing  furely  could  be  more  abfurd 
and  ridiculous  than  the  pretenfions  and 
condudt  of  this  mulhroom  minifter.  He 

fet 
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let  up  the  ftandard  of  virtue,  and  made 

Mr.  Fox  his  Lieutenant  General.  He 

fiid,  there  ffiould  be  no  parties,  and 

fwept  the  Cocoa  Tree,  for  a  miniftry. 

He  promifed  to  obferve  the  ffiridefl:  ceco- 

nomy,  and  increafed,  beyond  credibility, 

tne  fcandalous  lid;  of  placemen  and  pen¬ 
non  ers. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Tbe  Duke  °f  Devonfhire  difmiffd,  and  ' 
Jlruck  off  the  Lift  of  Privy  Councilors. 
Great  influence  of  corruption.  Several 
rejlgnatio?is.  jl  want  of  unanimity  in 
the  reflgners.  Contraft  between  Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  Briton  i 

North  Briton ,  and  Auditor  publifhed. 
Remarks. 

{  '  R  E  AT  as  his  influence  was,  with 
V_T  his  Royal  Mafter,  yet  his  abfolute 
power  had  not  hitherto  extended  to  every 
office  and  department  under  the  govern¬ 
ment,  therefore  he  was  unhappy  while 
any  but  his  own  creatures  and  dependants 
were  about  the  court.  The  Duke  of  De- 
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von shi RE  continued  to  hold  the  office 
of  Lord  Chamberlain,  which  mortified 
him  exceedingly,  for  two  reafons ;  one 
was,  that  his  plan  was  incomplete,  while 
an  enemy  to  the  name  of  Stuart  re¬ 
mained  ;  the  other  was,  that  the  Duke 
had,  and  probably  did  even  then,  par¬ 
ticipate  of  his  Sovereign’s  efteem.  No¬ 
thing  but  an  exclusive  pofTeffion  of  the 
Royal  ear  could  ferve  his  purpofes;  there¬ 
fore  any  fharer  with  him  in  that  article, 
he  looked  upon  as  deftrudtive  of  his  plan 
and  principles;  confequently  he  failed 
not  to  make  ufe  of  all  his  power  and 
influence,  to  root  out  fo  dangerous  an 
enemy.  He  invaded  the  Duke’s  depiart- 
ment,difpofed  of  fome  of  the  places  in  his 
Grace’s  gift,  took  every  ftep  to  convince 
his  Grace,  that  all  authority  was  from 
himfelf  alone ;  and  had  even  the  info- 
lence  to  talk  of  humbling  the  Great 
Lords,  who  would  not  acquiefce  in  his 
meafures.  T.  he  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
however,  was  far  from  acquiefcing  in 
cither  the  principles  or  defigns  of  the 
Favourite.  He  had  declined  affixing  at 
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Councils,  upon  meafyres  which  he  could 
not  approve;  but  at  the  fame  time, 
fuch  was  his  tendernefs,  that  he  hefitated 
greatly  about  leaving  the  fervice  of  his 
Royal  Mailer,  fearing  left  his  own  great 
intereft  in  the  country,  might  increafe 
the  popular  diftenfions.  At  length,  how- 
ever,finding  that  hisprefence  at  court  was 
become  difagreeable,and  that  his  refigna- 
tion  was  required,  he  gave  up  his  wand ; 
and  the  Favourite,  in  order  to  make  the 
difgrace  of  this  Great  Peer  as  effectual  as 
poflible,  had  his  name  ftruck  off  the  Lift 
of  Privy  Counfellors ;  which  his  elbow 
Counfellor  advifed,  as  neceffary  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  attempt,  or  even  wifh,  to  re¬ 
gain  that  efteem,  which  had  been  con- 
fidered  as  fo  dangerous  to  his  defigns : 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  ferve  for  an 
example  to  others.  Though  indeed, 
there  was  but  little  occafion  for  this  latter 
reafon,  for  never  was  the  venality  of  the 
great,  and  the  influence  of  corruption,  Co 
confpicuous,  as  at  this  time. 

The  few,  the  very  few,  who  had  vir¬ 
tue  enough  to  withftand  all  temptation, 

and 
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and  fpirit  enough  to  declare  their  dif- 
approbation  of  the  Favourite,  were  con- 
fidered  as  entering  into  a  Rate  of  pro- 
fcription  for  life.  Their  fociety  was 
avoided  by  the  proRitute  herd,  who,  to 
iupport  the  luxuries  and  extravagancies 
in  which  they  delighted  to  riot,  lub- 
mitted  to  bow  down  in  the  Temple  of 
Rimmon,  to  prop  the  ruinous  Reps,  and 
fupport  the  corrupt  weight,  of  an  impe¬ 
rious,  all-grafping  Favourite. 

Upon  the  removal  of  the  Dukes  of 
Newcastle  and  Devonshire,  the 
Rate  was  entirely  deprived  of  all  thole  who 
refufed  to  become  fycophants  to  the  Fa¬ 
vourite;  for  fuch  Noblemen  and  Gentle¬ 
men,  as  chofe  to  attach  themfelves  to 
either  of  thofe  Peers,  were  difmilfed,  or 
voluntarily  reiigned:  yet  there  were  fome 
whom  no  difguft  could  force  out ;  thefc 
were  thofe  who  held  their  places  by  pa¬ 
tent  :  which  gave  him  fuch  uneafinefs, 
that  it  was  affirmed,  heconfultedthefages 
of  the  law  upon  the  poffibility  of  taking 
away  thofe  patents;  and  it  was  added, 
that  the  lawyers  advifed  him  to  do  the 
thing,  and  try  if  the  law  would  not  juftiry 
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him.  But  whether  fear,  or  fome  other 
caufe  prevented  him,  certain  it  is,  that 
he  did  not  attempt  it. 

Although  the  Favourite’s  whole  atten¬ 
tion  was  fixed  upon  a  peace,  any,  fuch 
as  he  could  get,  and  the  language  which 
his  fycophants  were  taught  to  hold,  was, 
that  we  were  ruined  by  our  victories, 
and  if  the  war  was  not  tpeedily  put  an 
end  to,  we  Ihould  go  on  conquering,  until 
like  Gallon  de  Foix,  we  fell  in  the  field; 
yet  the  difgufted  perfonages  who  had  re¬ 
tired  from  the  adminiftration,and  the  great 
number  of  others  who  were  difmifled, 
did  not  properly  unite,  and  form  them- 
felves  into  a  regular  oppofition  :  and  to 
the  want  of  this  union  is  to  be  attributed 
the  ill  conduit  which  attended  all  their 
future  meafures.  From  the  fir  11  moment 
that  the  management  of  national  bufinefs 
was  taking  an  injurious  turn,  there  was  a 
want  of  fidelity  among  thofe  who  had 
formerly  united  to  fupporttheminiftersof 
their  country. TheDukeof  Newcastle 
was  not  at  all  forty  at  Mr.  Pitt’s  refigna- 
tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  certain  that 
he  fecretly  rejoiced  at  that  event.  His 
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Grace  having  formerly  been  honoured 
with  the  chief  management  of  public 
affairs,  but  deprived  of  it  while  Mr. 
Pitt  was  at  the  helm,  he  very  probably 
hoped  it  would  revert  to  him  again,  up¬ 
on  the  relignation  of  that  minifter.  But 
his  Grace  was  miftaken  ;  for  in  a  little 
time  he  found  he  had  lefs  power,  than 
even  during  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftration. 
If  we  therefore  take  a  fhort  retrofpedl 
of  the  true  caufes  of  thefe  two  religna- 
tions,  we  fhall  find,  that  it  will  explain 
all  that  is  neceffary  to  convince  the  rea¬ 
der  of  this  fundamental  want  of  unani¬ 
mity. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  ambition  was  the  welfare 
of  his  country,  and  he  piqued  himfelf 
upon  doing  it  great  and  fignal  fervices. 
When  he  found  he  could  no  longer  carry 
into  execution  fuch  meafures,  as  he 
thought  molt  conducive  to  the  interefts 
of  the  public,  he  refigned.  The  motive 
of  his  relignation,  was  therefore  as  ho¬ 
nourable  as  any  thing  could  be.  The 
Duke  of  Ne  w  c  A  st  l  n ’s  ambition  was  di- 
flributing  the  good  things  of  the  State, 
thereby  creating  a  number  of  obfequious 
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and  lcandalous  dependents, among  afet  of 
men  who  were  mean  enough  to  flatter  his 
vanity,  when  they  attended  his  levee. 
When  he  found  he  could  no  longer  do 
this,  and  thofe  whom  he  had  favoured 
moft,  began  to  be  ungrateful,  he  refigned. 
In  other  relpedts  too  thefe  great  men  were 
totally  different..  Mr.  Pitt  was  an  ene¬ 
my  to  all  parties,  and  all  party  diftinc- 
tions ;  he  fubmitted  the  redlitude  of  his 
meafures,  to  the  public,  at  large.  The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  from  his 
youth  been  at  the  head  of  a  party,  and 
even  in  his  advanced  age,  party  was  both 
his  delight  and  his  fupport.  In  fhort,  the 
views  of  one  were  of  the  moft  enlarged 
and  noblefl:  kind  ;  thofe  of  the  other,  nar¬ 
row  and  confined  to  the  private  interefts 
of  his  friends.  One  was  an  inflexible  pa¬ 
triot!  the  other  a  true  courtier.  They 
were  as  oppofite  likewife  in  many  other 
points  :  but  the  reader  has  poflibly  feen 
enough  to  convince  him  that  a  lincere 
union,  between  thefe  great  men,  was 
not  very  likely  to  happen. 

Notwithflandingthemoftapparent  want 
of  unanimity  among  the  great,  yet  the 
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impartial,  independentpublic,  judged  and 
fpokewith  a  propriety  andfirmnefsthatwill 
for  ever  do  honour  to  their  natural,  and 
true  patrioticfpirit.  While  with  an  unani¬ 
mous,  and  unceafing  voice,  they  poured 
forth  their  praifes  of  Lord  Temple  and 
Mr.  Pi  TT,theyatthe  fame  time,zealoufly 
and  univerfally  condemned  the  condudt 
of  the  Favourite  and  his  adminiftration  : 
they  branded  it  with  every  epithet  that 
was  expreffive  of  their  mod  fincereabhor- 
rence  and  detection.  From  the  firfl  mo¬ 
ment  that  he  entered  the  Treafury,  he 
feemed  confcious  that  his  greatefl:  druggie 
would  be  with  the  people,  and  therefore, 
on  the  very  day  of  his  appointment,  was 
publifhcd  by  his  authority,  the  firft  number 
of  a  contemptible  paper,  in  his  vindica¬ 
tion, called  theBri  ton,  which  was  frequent¬ 
ly  written  by  his  bofom  friends. Not  hav¬ 
ing)  at  that  time,  met  with  any  regular 
and  foimidable  attack,  nor  having  yet 
done  one  minifterial  a <3  in  his  new  office, 
nothing  could  be  a  clearer  proof  of  his 
folly,  weaknefs,  and  confcious  want  of 
ability,  than  this  abfurd  conduct.  This  pa¬ 
per  provoked  new  opponents,  and  among 
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them,  one,  who  gave  him  more  uneafi- 
nefs,  than  the  hatred  of  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  ;  this  was  the  North  Briton  (pub¬ 
lished  the  following  week)  the  author 
of  which,  attacked  him  with  fuch  in¬ 
trepidity,  and  feafoned  his  fatire  with 
fuch  a  poignancy  of  wit,  that  it  was  in¬ 
stantly  admired  and  bought  up,  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ranks.  His  Stile  was  mafterly 
.and  elegant,  his  wit  and  fatire  truly 
claffical,  always  exceeding  keen,  and 
very  feldom  grofs,  which  operated  in¬ 
credibly  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
His  fadts  were  always  genuine,  and  in¬ 
controvertible  ;  which  gave  the  paper  a 
character  of  veracity.  His  do&rines  were 
Stridtly  constitutional,  and  his  arguments 
too  Strong  to  need  any  other  affiftance 
to  convince  the  public,  who  were  be¬ 
traying  its  interests.  The  firil:  paper 
was  a  fufficient  fpecirnen  of  the  author’s 
abilities,  to  alarm  the  Favourite,  who 
the  next  week,  caufed  a  fecond  perio¬ 
dical  paper,  in  his  vindication  to  be  pub¬ 
lished.  This  was  called  the  Auditor, 
written  principally  by  one  who  had  been 
the  advocate  of  his  faithful  advifer. 
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The  doers  of  both  Briton  and  Auditor, 
however,proved  themfelves  to  bew  retched 
advocates  \  their  ftyle  was  bad,  then  fa...ts 
generally  falle,  their  arguments  weak  and 
delufive,  and  their  attempts  at  wit,  meet 
ribaldry.  In  a  word,  they  excelled  in  no¬ 
thing  but  fcurrility  and  abufe,  which  in¬ 
deed  they  dealt  about  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  againft  every  one  who  prefumed  to 
difapprove  of  the  Favourite,  that  go¬ 
vernment  itfelf  feemed  to  be  paying  for, 
and  fetting  the  example,  of  attempting  to 
put  an  end  to  all  order  and  decency. 

Therefore  the  many  books  and  papers, 
which  afterwards  appeared  in  fupport  of 
the  public  caufe,  admit  of  a  very  rational 
and  juflifiable  excufe.  The  Favourite  and 
his  faction  begun  the  fpirit  of  libelling, 
even  before  the  refignation  of  Mr.  P i  T  t  > 
and  upon  that  event,  were  remarkably 
affiduous  in  attacking  all  the  great  and  • 
eminent  characters  in  the  kingdom,  who 
had  too  much  honour  and  regard  lor 
their  country,  to  fupport  his  deltruCtive 
meafures.  For  a  conliderable  time,  no¬ 
body  paid  any  attention  to  the  writings 
of  his  advocates  ;  at  leaf!,  the  perfonages 
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attacked  did  not :  but  at  length,  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  infinite  number  of  fcan- 
dalous  fallhcods,  which  his  writers  re¬ 
peatedly  averted  in  all  the  public  papers, 
and  induftrioufly  propagated  by  every  o- 
ther  mode  of  publication,  might  injure 
their  reputations,  and  weaken  that  confi¬ 
dence  with  which  they  were  honoured  by 
the  people,  as  a  reward  for  their  fpirited 
and  difinterefted  conduct;  their  friends 
who  were  bell  acquainted  with  all  their 
motives  and  a&ions,  determined  to  refcue 
their  characters  from  the  pens  of  fuch  in¬ 
famous  afiaflins.  Thus  began  the  paper 
war,  which  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury,  by  both  tides,  for  a  confiderable 
time.  At  length  the  aflailants  being 
completely  defeated,  and  grieved  and  fore 
to  death,  refolved  to  relinquifh  that  mone 
of  fighting,  becaufe  they  found  truth 
make  fo  ftrongly  again  ft  them,  and  to 
take  up  another  fort  of  more  ferious  and 
dangerous  inftruments.  They,  in  a  wild 
and  frantic  fit  of  rage  and  revenge,  broke 
down  all  the  fences  of  the  conftitution, 
arbitrarily  feized  and  confined  whom  they 
pleafed ;  then  called  in  the  aid  of  the 
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crown  lawyers,  and  afterwards,  that  of 
the  parliament  :  all  which  the  following 
fheets  will  fufficiently  fhew.  Thus  they 
who  were  one  day  encouraging  and  pay¬ 
ing  writers  of  the  moft  defamatory  libels, 
the  next  beat  at  their  own  weapons,  un¬ 
der  frivolous  dijlinShons,  flying  to  law;  and 
left  that  fhould  fail,  to  parliament;  for 
the  means  of  fupprefling,  and  punithing, 
what  was  only  the  blefled  fruit  of  their 
own  example. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

The  peace  made.  'The  Oppofition  formed.  The 
principal  perfons  dine  together.  Remark. 
Attempt  to  divide  the  Oppofition. 

IN  the  mean  time,  the  Favourite  pufh- 
ed  on  his  work  of  peace,  which  the 
enemy  could  not  be  fo  defirous  of  grant¬ 
ing,  as  he  Was  of  obtaining.  The  lan¬ 
guage  confidently  held  at  Verfailles  was, 
that  the  Favourite  was  the  only  ruling 
power  in  England,  that  he  had  not  ca¬ 
pacity  to  condudt  the  war,  and  therefore 
could  not  preferve  his  power,  unlefs  he 
made  a  peace. 
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The  arguments  which  were  offered 
again  ft  this  peace,  the  reader  will  find  in 
all  the  political  publications  of  that  time. 
However,  Mr.  Le  g  g  e’s  opinion  of  it  (de¬ 
livered  a  ihort  time  after)  may  perhaps 
not  be  unworthy  his  notice  :  it  was  to 
this  fhort  effedt.  “  The  union  of  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  is  re¬ 
plete  with  reciprocal  advantages  to  both 
France  and  Spain,  is  not  even  attempted 
to  be  broke.  The  fifhery  that  is  granted 
to  the  former,  will  prove  to  her  a  mine 
of  wealth.  The  Weft  India  fettlements 
which  are  reftored  to  both,  will  imme¬ 
diately,  and  without  any  expence,  put 
their  commerce  upon  a  refpedtable  foot¬ 
ing;  and  in  a  fhort  time  furnifh  them 
with  the  means  for  maintaining  another 
war;  while  before  ouracquifitions,  which 
require  great  fums,  great  improvements, 
and  long  time,  can  be  made  even  valua¬ 
ble  at  all,  we  fhall  have  this  dance  to  go 
over  again,  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions  upon  our  backs.” 

While  the  Favourite  was  madly  (if  not 
treacheroufly)  running  into  the  arms  oi 
France,  for  any  peace,  fuch  as  the  enemy 
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would  grant  him,  his  virtuous  afiociatc 
was  honourably  employed  in  another 
kind  of  negotiation  at  home.  The  rela¬ 
tions,  friends,  and  confidents  of  almolf 
every  man,  were  induftrioufly  found  out, 
and  tampered  Wrtli.  Temptations  were 
offered  to  the  vain,  the  needy,  and  the 
vicious, according  to  their  feveral  pafiions, 
or  wants.  All  who  chofe  to  ferve  the  Fa¬ 
vourite,  might  now  have  their  price.  All 
were  invited  to  a  certain  pay  office,  where 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  were  ifiued 
in  one  day.  All,  indeed,  were  not  of  one 
opinion,  but  the  Majority  were.  All 
knew  the  peace  to  be  the  convenient  and 
neceffary  meafure  of  the  Favourite  ;  yet 
but  few  difregarded,  whether  their  op- 
pofition  to  it  would  become  an  infallible 
bar  to  their  ever  being  able  to  renew 
their  peace  at  St.  James’s. 

The  difgufted  party  who  were  lately 
gone  out,  becaufe  the  Favourite  did  not 
chufe  to  accept  of  their  iervice,  were  fo 
infatuated  with  a  luft  of  power,  and  caff 
fo  many  longing  looks  towards  the  offices 
from  which  they  had  been  precipitately 

driven,  that  a  great  number  of  them  flunk 
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away,  when  the  merits  of  the  Butean 
preliminaries  came  under  examination. 
Some  feigned  ficknefs,  others  ran  out  of 
town,  and  many  more  had  not  even  the 
fhadow  of*  excufe  for  their  fcandalous 
defertion  upon  this  important  occafion. 
But  Mr.  Pitt,  to  his  great  honour,  al¬ 
though  he  had  been  for  fome  time  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout, came  down  to  the  Houfe,  and  fpoke 
near  three  hours  in  this  debate.  He  gave 
his  opinion  upon  almoft  every  article ; 
iome  of  which  he  approved,  and  others  he 
condemned ;  but  his  greateft  emphafis  was 
laid  on  what  related  to  the  filhery ;  be- 
caufe,  in  the  negotiation  with  M.Bussy, 
LordTEMPLE  and  himfelf,  had  contend¬ 
ed  for  the  whole  exclufive  ffthery  ;  but 
in  tnat,  as  well  as  in  many  other  things, 
they  were  over- ruled  :  And,  upon  the 
whole,  he  infilled,  that  the  terms  propo- 
fed,  were  inadequate  to  the  conquers,  and 
juft  expectations  of  the  nation.  He  was 
fo  infirm,  and  fo  afflided  with  pain,  that 
when  he  could  no  longer  ftand,  although 
fupported  by  his  friends,  he  was  allowed 
to  deliver  the  remainder  of  his  fentiments 

fitting  ; 


fitting;  yet  he  was, by  extreme  illnefs,  ob¬ 
liged  to  retire  before  the  divifion.  Mr. 
Fox  (foon  after  made  lord  Holland)  de¬ 
fended  the  peace.  He  had  taken  the 
lead  in  the  debate,  and  with  arguments 
more  folid,  and  better  adapted  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  men,  and  with  eloquence  more 
charming,  and  by  fadts  more  powerful, 
than  thofe  made  ufe  of  by  Mr.  Pitt,  he 
convinced  the  majority  of  his  hearers, 
that  the  peace  was  a  very  good  one. 


A  LIST  of  the  MINORITY  on  the 
Firft  Divifion,  Dec.  9,  1762,  againfl  the 
Vole  of  Approbation  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace  ;  by  'which  the  Ha- 
vannah,  Martinique,  Guadalupe,  Santa 
Lucia,  Pondicherry,  Goree,  &c.  &c.  &c , 
were  agreed  to  be  delivered  up  to  our  invete~ 
rate  enemies ,  the  French  and  Spaniards 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


A  ’Court,  Maj.  Gen. 

Ancram,  Earl  of 
Armitage,  Sir  George 
Afhburnham,  William 
Barrington,  Sir  John 
Beckford,  William 
Boulton,  Henry  Crab 
Burton,  Bartholomew 
Calvert,  John 


Heytefbury 
Richmond 
York  City 
Ha  flings 
Newtown  Hants 
London 
Worcejier 
Cameljora 
Hertford 
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Calvert,  Nicholfon 
Cavendifh,  Richard 
Cholmley,  Nath. 

Cholmondeley,  Thomas 
Clayton,  William 
Clive,  Lord 

Codrington,  Sir  William 
Coke,  W%nman 
Cooke,  George 
Dempfter,  George 
Dodd,  John 
Egerton,  Samuel 
Fiftier,  Brice 

Fitzwilliam,  Maj.  Gen.  John Windfor 
Fonnereau,  Philip  Aldborougb 

Ponnereau,  Thomas  Sudbury 

Forrefter,  Brook  JVenlock 

Forrefter,  Cecil  JVenlock 

Gage,  Vifcount  Seaford 

Gafcoyne,  Bamber  Malden 

Grenville,  Rt.  Hon.  James  Buckingham  town 
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Tewkefbury 

JVendover 

Aldborough 

Chejhire 

Marlow 

Shrefbury 

Vewkefbury 

Oakhampton 

Middlefex 

Forfar ,  &c„ 

Reading 

Chejhire 

Boroughbridgc 


Hervey,  John 
Hewett,  John 
Holt,  Rowland 
Honeywood,  Frafer 
Ladbroke,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  James 
Maw  bey,  Jofeph 
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JVallingford 
Nottingham  county 
Suffolk 
Steyning 
London 
IViltJhire 
Marlborough 

_ Southwark 

Metham,  Sir G.  Montgomery  Kingjlon  upon  Hull 
Middlefex,  Earl  of  Eajt  Grinjlead 


Murray,  James 
Noel,  Thomas 
Norris,  John 
Onflow,  George 
Popham,  Edward 
Plumptree,  John 
Praed,  H.  Mack  worth 
Pro£lor,  Sir  W.  Beauchamp  Middlefex 
Pollington,  Lord  Shoreham 


JVigtownJhire 
Rutlandjhire 
Rye ,  Suffex 
Guildford 
1  Vi  Its 

Nottingham  town 
St.  Ives 


Powe 
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Powell,  Harcourt 

Neivtown  Hants . 

Roile,  Denys 

Barnjlaple 

Savile,  Sir  George 

TorkJhire 

Scawen,  James 

St.  Michael 

Sergifon,  Thomas 

Lewes ,  SuJJex 

Simpfon,  Sir  Edward 

Dover 

Slingfby,  Sir  Henry 

Knarejborough 

Staunton,  Thomas 

Ipfwich 

Thomlinfon,  John 

Steyning 

Townfhend,  Charles 

Great  Yarmouth 

Trifte,  Browfe 

Totnefs 

Vincent,  Sir  Francis 

Surry 

Whitmore,  Lieut.  Gen. Wil.  Bridgnorth,  Salop 

Walfh,  John 

IV ircejler 

Willy,  William 

Devizes 

Woodley,  William 

Great  Bedwin. 

TELLERS. 


Campbell,  Daniel 
Wilkes,  John 

For  the  affirmative 
For  the  negative 


Lanerkfnire 

Aylefbury 
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SECOND  DIVISION, 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Addrefs, 


Dec.  10,  1762. 


Archer,  Hon.  Andrew 
Baker,  Sir  William 
Butler,  John 
Burrard,  Henry 
Buller,  John 
Cavendifh,  Lord  George 
Cavendifh,  Lord  Joh;i 


Coventry 

Plimpton 

Suffex 

Lymington 

hajllooe ,  Cor  nival 

Derbyjhire 

Knarejljgrougb 

Dummer, 
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Dummer,  Thomas  Lee 
Htzroy,  Hon.  Charles 
Gilmore,  Sir  Alexander 
Gre\\  Lord 

Legge,  R.  Hon.  HenryBilfon 
Lawrence,  William 
Mellifh,  Jofcph 
Meynell,  Hugo 
Middleton,  Vifcount 
Onflow,  Geo;  ge 
Pelham,  Thomas 
Poole,  Sir  Francis 
Robinfon,  Hon.  Thomas 
ShelLy,  John 
Townfhend,  Thomas 
Vernon,  George  Venables 
Villiers,  Lord 
Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas 
Weft,  James 
V  hite,  John 
Wilkinfon,  Andrew 
Winterton,  Lord 


) 

Newport ,  Hants 
Bury 

Edinburgh/hire 

Staff  or  d/hire 

Hants 

Rippon 

Grimfby 

Litchfield 

New  Shoreham 

Surry 

SuJ/ex 

Lewes 

Chrijlchurch 

Eafi  Retford 

Cambridge  univerfity 

Bramber 

Tamworth 

AJhburton 

Si.  Albaris 

Retford 

Aldborough 

Bramber . 


TELLERS. 


Cavendifh,  Lord  Frederick  Derby 
Townfhend,  jun.  Thomas  IFhitckurch 

For  the  affirmative 
For  the  negative 

The  Victory  being  as  complete  as 
the  Favourite  could  wifli,  he  had 
now  nothing  to  do  but  to  try  the 
force  of  corruption  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  in  order  to  obtain  another 

mode 
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t»f  approbation.  The  Lieutenants  of  the 
counties  had  begging  letters  fent  to  them, 
entreating  them  to  ufe  their  utmoSt 
influence  towards  procuring  addrefies. 
The  mayors  and  other  magistrates  of 
corporations,  the  leading  men  in  fo- 
cieties,  and  every  perfon  who  had  in¬ 
fluence  enough  to  colled;  ten  or  twelve 
men  together,  were  all  applied  to  for  ad- 
drefles  on  the  peace.  The  grave  dignita¬ 
ries  of  the  church  extolled  the  glorious 
merits  of  this  blejj'ed peace.  The  lawyers 
upon  their  circuits,  laid  afide  the  law,  in 
their  charges  to  the  grand  juries,  to  en¬ 
large  upon,  and  enforce  a  true  knowledge 
of  the  great  advantages  of  the  peace.  In 
Short,  no  means,  honourable  or  bafe,  ab- 
jed  or  forcible,  were  left  untried  to  ob¬ 
tain  thefe  proSSitute  addrefles,  in  order  to 
confirm  a  favourable  opinion  of  him,  who 
did  not  deferve  it,  in  that  brcaif,  where 
unhappily  it  had  already  gained  but  too 
fatal  a  foundation.  Some  of  the  addrcf- 
fes  carpe  from  counties  which  never  met 
to  confider  them,  with  fubfcriptions  men- 
dicated  from  houfe  to  houfe,  of  Such  as 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fign  them, 
t  '  G  Others 
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Others  were  furreptitioufly  procured  from 
packed  affemblies  ;  to  which  thofe  only 
were  fecretly  invited,  whofe  fubferviency 
to  a  job  was  fecured,  and  oppofed  by 
others  accidentally  prefent.  They  were, 
in  general,  deviled  and  dictated  by  Ionic 
Favourite  Tool  of  adminiftration.  The 

feal  of  the  borough  of  W  - ,  in 

particular,  was  put  to  the  addrefs,  with¬ 
out  the  knowledge  of  more  than  three 
of  the  corporation  j  the  reft  difavowing 
the  felonious  a£t,  when  difcovered.  The 
great  county  of  York,  however,  refufed 
to  addrefs,  notwithftanding  the  fly  and 
cunning  efforts  of  a  lawyer.  The  city 
of  London  alfo  refufed  to  addrefs,  not-’ 
withftanding  the  private  affurances  of 
fourteen  thoufand  pounds  to  compleat 
their  bridge.  As  did  likewife  the  county 
of  Surry,  and  other  places. 

The  voice  of  the  honeft  independent 
public  was  clear  and  ftrong  againft  the 
terms  of  peace.  They  condemned  it  with 
firmnefs,  temper  and  judgment,  which 
gave  fpirit  to  that  part  of  the  oppofition, 
which  had  little  virtue  of  their  own,  and 
derived  what  they  afterwards  pretended 

to 
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to  from  the  example  of  the  people. 
Finding  their  own  infignificance,  and 
ftill  perceiving  who  were  higheft  in 
efteem  with  the  public,  they  folicited  an 
union  with  thofe  who  had  refigned  on 
account  of  late  meafures.  The  efta- 
hlifhed  reputation  and  unihaken  popu¬ 
larity  of  thefe  truly  honourable  perfons, 
convinced  them,  that  it  would  be  folly  to 
attempt  an  oppofition  without  the  fanc- 
tion  of  their  names  at  the  head  of  it ; 
which  was  indeed  the  only  flep  they 
could  take  to  fave  their  own  from  con¬ 
tempt  and  obfcurity.  The  principal  per- 
fons  having  confented  to  a  coalition,  they 
frequently  dined  together  at  each  other’s 
houfes.  The  firft  dinner  was  given  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  about  the 
middle  of  March,  1763  ;  at  which  were 
prefent  the  Dukes  of  Devonshire,  Bol¬ 
ton,  andPoRTLAND  jMarquisofRocie- 
Ingham  i  Earls  Temple,  Cornwal^ 
lis,  Albemarle,  Ashburnham, 
Hardwicke,  Besborough;  the  Lords 
Spencer,  Sondes,  Grantham,  and 
Villiers  ;  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  J.  Gren¬ 
ville,  and  Sir  George  Savile. 
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This  union  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
beginning  of  the  oppofition  ?  for  until  it 
took  place,  there  cannot  be  faid  to  have 
been  any  regular  and  proper  oppofition 
formed.  And  this  public  meeting,  and 
the  reft  which  followed,  of  which  there 
were  feveral,  confifting  of  the  principals, 
were  to  affine  their  friends,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  at  length  an  unanimous  and  firm 
refolution  was  taken,  to  attempt  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  the  nation  from  Scottifh 
oppreffion. 

When  the  news  of  this  union  reached 
the  Favourite,  he  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  retiring.  His  elbow  counfel¬ 
ler  endeavoured  to  divide  the  oppofition. 
By  the  affiftance  of  other  perfons,  he 
tampered  with  one,  cajoled  with  another? 
and,  with  one  noble  perfonage,  he  carried 
on  a  negotiation  to  nearly  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  Favourite  judging  of  all  the 
opponents,  by  fome  of  the  moft  worth- 
lefs,  which  he  had  the  happinefs  to  know, 
and  thinking  that  their  objedt  was  indu¬ 
bitably  power,  he  made  an  attempt  to 
draw  off  the  popular  few,  by  offering  to 

make  an  opening  for  them  to  return  to 

the 
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the  adminift  ration.  But  they  fpurned, 
with  a  fpirit  of  indignation,  the  infult 
offered  to  their  integrity  ;  and  refufed, 
with  a  firmnefs  that  was  worthy  of  being 
an  example  to  others,  to  defert  their 
friends,  and  betray  their  country. 

CHAP.  IX. 

*The  Favourite  s  loan.  The  North  Briton's 
account  of  it.  Mr .  Legge  s  opinion  of  it* 

TH  E  Favourite’s  public  adminiftra- 
tion  is  diftinguifhed  by  only  two 
tranfadlions  more  :  one  is,  his  moft  fcan- 
dalous  and  unjuftifiable  profuiion  in  ne- 
gociati ng  the  loan  of  3,500,0001.  for 
1763;  and  the  other,  the  wanton  and  un- 
neceffary  extenfion  of  the  Excife  Laws,  in 
laying  a  new  tax  upon  cyder  and  perry. 

The  North  Briton,  whofe  fpirited 
writings  kept  the  Favourite  in  perpetual 
alarm,  has  Hated  the  firft  in  a  manner 
too  true,  and  the  whole  is  too  remark¬ 
able  to  be  omitted  here. 

The  terms  of  the  new  fubfcription 
have  been  fo  injurious  to  the  public,  but 
fo  beneficial  to  the  fubfcribers,  that  is, 
to  the  creatures  of  the  minifter,  that  there 
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was  immediately  an  advance  of  feven  per 
cent,  and  in  a  very  few  days  of  aboye 
eleven  per  cent.  I  fliall,  however,  only 
Hate  it  at  the  even,  round  fum,  of  ten 
per  cent,  that  I  may  not  puzzle  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  whole  loan 
amounted  to  3,500,0001.  confequently, 
in  a  period  of  a  very  few  days,  the  mini- 
fter  gave  among  his  creatures,  and  the 
tools  of  his  power,  350,000!.  which  was 
levied  on  the  public ;  the  moft  enormous 
fum  ever  divided  in  fo  ihort  a  time  among 
any  fet  of  men.  A  few  of  their  names  I 
will  mention,  to  (hew  in  what  effcimation 
they  are  held  by  the  public :  Meffieurs 
Touchet,  Glover,  Cuft  *  (brother  to  the 

able 

*  Mr.  Cuft  confidered  this  paflage  as  a  libel  upon  his 
Chara&er;  and  accordingly  an  information  was  moved 
for  in  the  King’s  Bench  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Cuft’s 
affidavit ;  the  only  material  part  of  which  was  as  follows. 

Ext  raft  of  an  Affidavit,  examined  by  the  Office  Copy. 

*c  And  this  deponent,  Peregrine  Cuft,  for  himfelf  faith 
that  he  hath  particularly  attended  to  and  confidered 
the  following  paragraph  or  parts  of  the  North  Briton, 
that  ?s  to  fay  4  let  us  nowconfider  another  finking  in- 
4  fiance  of  the  total  difregard  of  ceconomy  :  I  mean  the 
*  prefent  loan  of  3,500,0001.  The  terms  of  the  new 
4  fubfcription  have  been  fo  injurious  to  the  public,  but 
4  fo  beneficial  to  the  fubferibers,  that  is,  to  the  creatures 
4  of  the  minifter,  that  there  was  immediately  an  advance 
4  of  fe^en  per  cent,  and  in  a  very  few  days,  of  above 
4  eleven  per  cent :  I  fhall,  however,  only  Hate  it  at  the 
4  even  round  fum  of  ten  yer  cent,  that  I  may  not  puzzle 
4  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  whole  loan  a- 
4  mounted  to  3,500,0001.  confequently  in  the  period  of 

4  a  very 


able  and  impartial  Speaker)  Amyand, 
Maygens,  Salvador,  Colebrooke,  Thorn¬ 
ton  and  Muilman,had  each  20o,oool.  of 

the 

*  a  very  few  days  the  minifter  gave  among  his  creatures* 

4  and  the  tools  of  his  power,  350,0001.  which  was  le- 
4  vied  on  the  public :  the  molt  enormous  fum  ever  divi- 
4  ded  in  fo  fhort  a  time  among  any  fet  of  men.  A  few 
4  of  their  names  I  will  mention  to  fhew  in  whateftima- 

*  tion  they  are  held  by  the  public.  Meflieurs  Touchet, 

4  Glover,  Cuft  (brother  to  the  able  and  impartial 
4  fpeaker)  Amyand,  Maygens,  Salvador,  Colebroke, 

*  Thornton  and  Muilman,  had  each  200, coo  1.  of 
4  the  new  fubfeription,  and  of  courfe  almoft  imme- 
4  diately  cleared  20,000 1.  each,  which  they  have 
4  or  have  not  fhared  among  their  friends. *  And  this 
deponent  faith  that  he  doth  apprehend  and  think 
himfelf  prejudiced  and  injured  in  his  chara&er  and  cre¬ 
dit  in  his  bufinefs  as  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  by  the  afperfions  and  infinuations  contained  in  the 
faid  parts  or  paragraphs  and  that  the  faid  papers  do 
contain  in  the  opinion  and  belief  of  this  deponent  very 
grofs  defamatory  and  malevolent  as  well  as  falfe  and. 
unjuft  infinuations  and  afperfions  on  the  honour  charac¬ 
ter  and  reputation  of  this  deponent  and  this  deponent 
faith  he  is  the  more  fully  convinced  that  this  deponent 
was  and  is  the  perfon  meant  and  intended  by  the  name 
of  Cuft  incerted  in  the  laid  North  Briton  for  that  in  or 
about  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September  laft  it  be¬ 
ing  generally  underftood  that  a  loan  of  money  would 
be  wanted  for  the  fervice  of  the  public  and  fup- 
port  of  his  Majefty’s  governme  it  in  the  fucceeding 
year  1763  and  it  being  then  uncertain  what  fum 
would  be  wanting  (on  account  of  the  uncertainty  at 
that  time  whether  the  war  would  continue  or  not) 
and  it  being  alfo  apprehended  that  a  much  larger  loan 
would  be  wanted  by  the  government  than  afterward* 
was  found  neccflary  and  it  being  fuppofed  that  eight 
millions  at  leaft  would  be  wanted  for  the  faid  fervice 
and  this  deponent  being  defirous  of  contributing  fo  far 
as  he  could  to  the  fervice  of  the  public  by  procuring  a- 
among  his  friends  and  acquaintance  part  of  the  money 
which  might  be  wanted  for  the  faid  loan  for  the  fervice 
of  the  government  whether  there  fhould  be  a  continu- 
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molt  immediately  cleared  20,000  each, 
which  they  have,  or  have  not,  lhared 

among 

ation  of  the  war  or  not  this  deponent  therefore  declared 
to  and  gave  out  among  his  acquaintance  that  he  intended 
to  offer  a  11ft  of  fubfcnptions  to  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
his  majtfty  s  treafury  on  account  of  the  faid  loan  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  or  thereabouts  and  thereupon  this 
deponent  received  from  many  perfons  as  well  thofe  of 
his  acquaintance  as  many  others  who  thisdeponent  knew 
only  by  reputation  and  charafter  as  refponfible  perfons 
letters  offering-  the  fums  which  they  were  refpeftively 
willing  to  fubfcriDe  and  which  they  defired  to  be  inclu¬ 
ded  in  this  deponent’s  lift  and  this  deponent  did  aceor- 
ingly  mcert  in  his  faid  lift  indifcriminately  the  names 
ot  all  the  perfons  who  fo  defired  to  become  fubfcribers 
in  this  deponent’s  faid  lift  (they  being  all  perfons  who 
m  this  deponent  s  judgment  were  able  and  refponfible 
perfons)  and  the  refpedive  fums  which  they  feverally 
defired  to  have  incerted  and  were  defirous  of  fubfcribine- 
ivere  accordingly  incerted  in  their  refpedive  names  in 
the  faid  lift  and  no  perfon  who  defired  to  have  any  part 
of  the  laid  fubfciiption  was  omitted  or  left  out  of  this  de¬ 
ponent  s  laid  lift  in  regard  this  deponent  looked  on  the 
faid  loan  in  the  nature  of  a  public  fubfcription  and  as 
what  was  likely  to  be  a  real  fervice,  and  benefit  to  the 
public  and  this  deponent  faith  that  in  or  about  the 
month  of  January  Jail  and  long  before  the  terms  of  the 
faia  loan  were  known  and  before  it  could  be  poffibly 
known  whether  the  terms  thereof  would  prove  advanta- 
geous  to  the  fubfcribers  or  not  this  deponent  delivered  in 
his  faid  lift  for  the  confideration  of  the  lords  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  treafury  and  that  in  the  faid  lift  fo  delivered  in 
amounting  to  one  million  and  twenty  four  thoufand 
founds  or  thereabouts  were  included  the  names  of  all 
and  every  perfon  who  had  wrote  to  this  deponent  defi¬ 
ling  to  be  included  in  this  deponent’s  lift  with  the  fums 
by  them  defired  to  be  fubferibed  whether  they  were  of 
this  deponent  s  acquaintance  or  ftrangers  (as  many  of 
them  in  raft  were  to  this  deponent,  except  by  character 
as  to  their  abilities)  in  order  to  their  being  eventually 
admitted  as  fftarers  of  the  faid  loan.  And  this  deponent 

faith 


among  their  friends.  In  this  inftance, 
however,  I  dare  fay,  the  public  will  ex¬ 
perience  no  ftoppage  of  payment.  Such 
bargains  are  more  likely  to  bring  a  na¬ 
tion,  than  the  proprietors  themfelves,  to 
bankruptcy.  In  a  lucrative  minifterial 
job  of  any  kind,  it  was  impoffible  the 
name  of  Mr.  Fox  could  be  omitted.  He 
had  ioo,oool.  that  is,  io,oool.  clear 
profit.  What  the  jackall  had,  I  know 

not ; 

faith  that  above  four-fifths  of  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  being  the  fum  allowed  to  this  deponent 
on  account  of  the  faid  lift  fo  delivered  in  and  offered  to 
be  fubferibed  by  this  deponent  as  aforefaid  wa3  divided 
among  the  feveral  perfons  who  had  made  fuch  appli¬ 
cations  to  this  deponent  as  aforefaid  and  in  which 
this  deponent  had  no  intereft,  or  fhare  or  profit  what- 
foever  and  that  there  was  not  any  one  perfon  who 
had  wrote  to  this  deponent  to  be  in  this  deponent’s 
lift  who  had  lefs  than  one-fifth  of  the  fum  which  he  fo 
wrote  for  except  only  one  perfon  who  had  wrote  to  fub- 
feribe  twelve  thoufand  pounds  and  had  two  thoufand 
only,  of  the  loan,  to  make  it  an  even  fum  and  this  de¬ 
ponent  faith  that  the  aftertions  contained  in  the  faid 
North  Briton  that  a  fum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds,  was  given  in  fuch  manner  as  in  the 
.id  paper  mentioned  which  was  levied  upon  the  public 
is  according  to  this  deponent’s  judgment  and  bell  of  his 
belief,  a  falfe  and  unjuft  mifreprefentation  inafmuch  as 
n  was  m  this  deponent’s  opinion  and  judgment  uncer¬ 
tain  at  a  time  that  this  deponent's  delivering  i7i  his  Jaid  It  ft 
as  aforefaid  whether  the  agreement  for  the  public  loan  would 
or  would  not  be  attended  with  benefit  to  the  fubferibers  and 
there  was  not  in  this  deponent's  judgment  any  probability 
that  the  JubJcribers  to  the  fame  would  derive  any  larre  con - 
Jider able  or  unreaf enable  benefit  from  it  nor  was  the  ag’ ce¬ 
ment  itfe  f  in  this  deponent  s  opinion  unfair  or  inequitable  or 
inadequate  to  the  rilk  run."  Notwithilanding  this  fingu- 

ar  and  curious  affidavit,  the  profecution  was  never  ear¬ 
ned  on. 
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not }  but  Mr.  Calcraft  (not  in  Mr.  Fox's 
name)  had  upwards  of  70,0001.  that  is 
the  gift  of  7000I.  Mr.  Drummond,  a 
Scottiih  banker  (to  whom  his  country¬ 
men,  while  his  fhop  continued  open, 
had  fuch  obligations  in  1745)  was  grati¬ 
fied  with  72,000  k  or,  in  other  words, 
had  7200 1.  given  him.  I  hope  that  this 
douceur  is  really  meant  for  Mr.  Drum¬ 
mond,  and  not  the  minider’s  poor,  dif- 
trefled  coufin,  and  namefake,  at  Rome. 
The  Governors  of  the  Bank,  Robert 
Marfh,  Efq;  had  150,000k  to  keep  the  • 
gentlemen  there  in  good  humour ;  and  to 
preferve  his  own  good  humour,  50,000  k 
Lewis  Way,  Efq;  Sub-governor  of  the 
South-fea,  had  the  fame  fum,  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Such  douceurs  were  given 
to  fuch  perfons,  when  gentlemen  of  the 
firft  monied  property  in  the  kingdom, 
who  had  fubfcribed  the  larged  fums  in  all 
the  exigencies  of  government,  during  the 
two  lad;  wars,  and  who  were  of  known 
affedtion  to  the  Brunfwick  line,  were  re- 
fufed  any  lhare  ;  and  the  reafon  given  to 
fome,  was  ,you  are  no friends  of  the  mintfler. 

“  This  enormous  fum  of  350,000  k 
ought  to  have  been  faved  to  the  public. 
It  undoubtedly  might  have  been,  if  a 
fair  bargain  had  been  made  by  honed; 
and  intelligent  dewards  of  the  public,, 


* 


(  99  ) 

free  from  any  difpofition,  or  at  leaft  any 
refolution,  to  buy  friends  in  fo  fhameful 
a  way  with  the  nation’s  money.  The  fum 
is  very  near  one  fhilling  in  the  pound  of 
the  land-tax,  which  the  zealous,  fond, 
believing,  obfequious,  confiding,  fup- 
porting,  acquiefcing,  bearing  and  for¬ 
bearing  country  gentlemen  ought,  among 
their  ftipulations  with  the  minifter,  to 
have  faved  the  nation.  The  public  would 
then  have  had  one  obligation  to  their  mi- 
nifterial  zeal,  and  fome  amends  made  for 
their  fcandalous  proftitution.  Had  there 
been  the  leaft  attention  to  ceconomy,  wo 
fee  this  faving  might  have  been  made.  If 
the  fhilling  in  the  pound  had  not  been 
taken  off  the  land,  the  odious  tax  on  cyder, 
in  its  prefentoppreffive  mode,  would  have 
been  totally  unneceffary  ;  but  the  excife 
laws  feem  to  be  the  favourite  laws  of  the 
new  minifter,  and  his  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  declared  withaperfpicuity,  of 
which  only  that  one  head  is  capable,  that 
he  was  not  for  an  Extension  oj  the  ExciJ'e - 
laws,  but  }or  an  Enlargement  of  them. 
If  there  can  be  any  meaning  couched  in 
fuch  barbarifm,  it  fhould  feem  that  the 
hydra  of  Excife  is  now  to  reach  where  its 
cruel  fangs  never  did  before.  After  the 
monfter  of  Excife  had  been  fo  long  kept 
tame,  this  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

I  fhould 
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Ilhould  imagine,  is  ordered  to  enlarge  his- 
claws,  and  then  another  is  to  come  to  ex¬ 
tend  his  accurfed  dominion  through  the 
land.  Yet  (not  to  deviate  from  his  happy 
patavimty )  all  the  whole  totalis  any  thing 
for  peace  and  quietnefs  fake ;  and  at  this 
time  we  muft  be  content  to  take  the 
thing  rough  as  it  runs . 

“  I  delire  like  wife  to  Hate  the  cafe  of 
the  lotteries,  and  of  the  grofs  impolitions 
on  the  public,  by  that  part  of  the  late 
bargain.  Lotteries  have  always  been  ob¬ 
jected  to,  as  promoting  the  fpirit  of  gam- 
ing,  fo  peculiarly  pernicious  to  a  com¬ 
mercial  country.  The  neceffities  of  go¬ 
vernment,  during  the  two  late  wars, 
forced  this  meafure :  I  mean  of  a  lottery; 
but  this  year,  the  year  of  peace,  we  are  to 
have  two  lotteries.  To  make  this  fcheme 
as  chargeable  as  poffible  to  the  public, 
and  creative  of  more  jobs,  as  well  as  longer 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  gaming,  the  two 
lotteries  are  to  be  drawn  at  two  different 
times  of  the  year.  A  minifter  who  had 
really  any  love  of  ceconomy,  would  have 
made  the  tickets  duplicates  of  each  other, 
and  have  laved  one  half  of  the  expence  to 
the  public.  The  Earl  of  B  ute  chufes 
to  parade  about  oeconomy,  at  the  very 
timeheispra£tiling  the  mod;  unjuftifiable 
profufion.  In  former  years  the  intereft 
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cn  the  lottery  annuities  commenced  a 
year  after  the  bringing  in  the  fcheme, 
and  was  only  three  per  cent.  In  this  fru¬ 
gal  Scottifh  adminiftration,  it  commences 
almoft  with  the  fir  ft  payment,  and  is  four 
per  cent.  I  muft  obferve  how  very  un- 
neceflarily,  and  even  wantonly,  this  was 
done  ;  for  experience  convinces  us  how 
little  attention  is  paid,  by  the  purchafers 
of  lottery  tickets,  to  the  rate  of  intereft 
accruing  on  them. 

“  The  creditors  of  the  public,  for 
navy,  tranfport,  victualling,  and  ord¬ 
nance  fervices,  have  at  leaft  as  much  me¬ 
rit  with  the  nation  (whom  they  trufted 
without  the  fecurity  of  a  fund,  and  in 
dangerous  times)  and  as  ftriCt  a  right  to 
juftice,  as  the  new  creditors  of  this  loan 
advanced  in  the  days  of  peace.  To  the 
former  the  minifter  has  thought  it  juft 
to  give  a  bare  four  per  cent,  redeemable 
atpleafure,tocommence  from  next  Lady- 
day.  To  the  meritorious  fubfcribers  to  the 
loan,intereft  commences  upon  the  whole 
from  the  firft  payment,  togetherwith  two 
lottery  tickets  for  every  100I. 

“  An  open  fubfcription  has  ever  been 
deemed  the  faireft  and  moft  oeconomical 
method  of  borrowing  money  for  the  pub¬ 
lic.  In  times  of  war  and  public  diftrefs, 
government,  for  greater  fecurity,  has  been 
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obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  other 
more  confined  mode,  though  fubjedt  t® 
partiality,  job,  and  influence.  In  thefe 
days  of  peace  and  affluence,  is  there  a 
man  who  doubts  that  an  open  fubfcription 
would  have  been  filled  as  foon  as  made 
public,  even  with  an  overflowing  of  mil* 
lions  ?  But  in  this  cafe  the  hungry  har¬ 
pies  of  the  minifler  had  not  feafted  on 
the  vitals  of  their  country.” 

To  the  opinion  of  the  North  Briton 
we  will  add  that  of  Mr.  Legge,  decla¬ 
red  immediately  upon  the  firfl:  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  infamous  tranfadtion.  He 
faid,  “  That,  as  to  the  bargain,  he 
“  thought  it  a  bad  one  j  for  that  the 
“  Treafury  themfelves,  in  the  difpofition 
they  had  made  of  the  navy  bills  and 
“  ordnance  debentures,  fuppofed  the  re- 
“  deemable  four  per  cent,  to  be  at  par ; 
“  that  the  premium,  therefore,  upon 
«  this  bargain,  would  be  whatever  the 
“  rage  for  play  (when  the  gameflers 
«  would  think  they  were  come  for  the 
«*  laft  time  to  the  table,  and  with  a  great 
<c  deal  of  money  in  their  pockets)  fhould 
st  induce  them  to  give  for  lottery  tickets. 
**  This  might  go,  efpecially  upon  two 
“  lotteries,  to  two  or  three  pounds,  or 
“  more,  per  ticket;  and  then  they  would 
««  give  four,  five,  or  fix  per  cent,  pre- 
ff  mium,  for  railing,  at  tour  per  cent. 
“  at  par,  which  was  enormous.”  The 
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The  next  day  he  further  remarked. 
That  it  was  very  poflible,  while  fo 
**  material  an  alteration  between  the 
preliminaries  and  the  definitive  treaty, 
“  as  the  Eaft  India  article,  was  depend- 
“  ing,  it  might  make  figning  the  de- 
finitive  treaty  very  doubtful,  and  con- 
“  fequently  affetf:  the  flocks.  But  to 
“  what  purpofe  (he  afked)  is  the  head 
“  of  the  treafury  of  the  cabinet  council, 
“  and  admitted  to  the  knowledge  of  fo- 
reign  affairs,  but  to  form  his  domeftic 
“  condudt  upon  that  knowledge  ?  and, 
“  therefore,  Why  was  fo  improper  a  fea- 
“  fon  pitched  upon  to  make  the  loan?” 
This  occafioned  Mr.  Fox  to  declare, 
“  That  the  treafury  knew  the  definitive 
u  treaty  was  figned  at  the  time  of  mak- 
“  ing  the  loan  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
<(  to  exprefs  his  wonder  at  the  folly  of 
“  mankind,  to  give  four  or  five  pounds 
“  for  leave  to  tots  up  for  ten.”  In  anfwer 
to  this,  Mr.  LEGGEfaid,  “  That  if  the 
“  treafury  knew  of  the  definitive  treaty’s 
“  being  figned,  they  were  inexcufable  in 
“  not  having  brought  their  loan  to  an 
**  open  fubfcription,  which  was  the  only. 
“  fure  way  to  take  a  teft  of  the  temper 
<c  and  folly  of  the  market  j  and  might, 
“  at  fuch  a  time,  and  for  fo  fmall  a  fum, 
have  been  done  with  fafety.” 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  Excife  upon  Cyder.  Hiftory  of  Excife.  Proceeding 
of  the  City  of  London  :  Of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Tampering  with  the  City.  A  remarkabk 
falfity  detected.  Ineffectual  oppoftion. 

TH  E  experience  of  former  times 
Ihews,  that  the  Excife  laws  origi¬ 
nally,  and  every  extenfion  of  them  after¬ 
wards,  have  always  met  with  great  op- 
pofition  from  the  people  of  England  j 
and  have,  fometimes,  occafioned  the  ruin 
of  thofe  Statefmen  who  have  either  in¬ 
troduced,  or  attempted  to  introduce 
them  :  therefore,  it  is  not  a  little  fur- 
prizing,  that  a  minifter,  fo  exceedingly 
unpopular  as  the  Favourite  was,  Ihould 
have  the  temerity  to  hazard  a  meafure  fo 
extremely  oppofite  to  the  genius  of  the 
whole  Englilh  nation,  and  to  the  true 
fpirit  of  the  old  Englilh  conftitution  :  all 
which  he  could  not  but  know,  and,  as 
a  firft  minifter,  ought  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with :  for  a  great  minifter 
(fuch  as  the  Favourite  was  pretended  to 
be)  will  always  confider  the  temper  of 
the  people,  and  fet  the  example  of  former 
times  before  him,  previous  to  his  taking 
any  ftep  which  can  be  faid  to  be  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  them.  But  whatever  were  his 
motives,  certain  it  is,  that  finding  the 
nublic  odium  increafe  on  all  fides  againft 
mm,  fome  of  his  friends  declared,  while 
this  bill  was  in  agitation,  that  as  loon  as 
it  lliouid  be  palled,  he  would  relinquilh 
his  public  character  of  minifter. - Per- 
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haps  the  bed  vindication  of  him  in  this 
meafure,  is,  that  he  was  determined  to 
hnifh  his  adminidration  as  he  had  be  sun 

CD 

it;  that  is,  like  a  true  Stuart;  for  the 
Excife  was  the  darling  of  the  Stuarts  : 
they  imported,  nurfed,  and  adopted,  this 
-favourite  Son  of  Tyranny;  and  it  is  to 
them  we  are  beholden  for  the  ravages 

o 

which  this  dedru&ive  monder  has  made 
of  our  Liberties. 

A  fhort  hidory  of  the  Excife  may  not 
he  improper  in  tins  place,  which,  on  ma¬ 
ny  accounts, is  intereding,  and  from  which 
even  miniders  may  draw  an  ufeful  leffon. 

The  Excife  was  a  project  lent  fromltaly 
to  King  James,  in  the  year  1618,  as  a 
compleat  plan  of  revenue  and  power.  I  le 
adopted  it ;  hut  on  propoling  it  to  his 
Privy  Council,  was  diduaded  from  it. 
His  fucceffor,  Charles  I.  took  it  up  in  the 
year  1628,  and  ifued  a  commiflion  of 
Excife,  accompanied  with  a  fecret  levy  of 
troops  abroad,  to  fecure  its  fuccefsj  but  it 
was  difcovered  byParliament,oppofed,and 
after  fome  druggie,  in  which  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  voted  all  thofe  who  were  friends  to 
that  Exdfe,  “  Enemies  to  the  State,  and 


no 
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true  Englifhmen.”  The  King  was- 
forced  to  give  it  up ;  and  they  Toon  after 
impeach’d  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
lor  Exciting  them,  After  the  troubles  be¬ 
gan,  the  Parliament  itfelf  eftablifhed  an 
Excife  by  law  in  1643.  made  the 
people  uneafy,  fo  thatParliament  promifed 
by  the  judges  on  their  Circuits,  in  1645, 
that  it  fhould  be  taken  off  as  foon  as 
the  urgency  of  the  war  was  over.  Soon 
alter  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries  was 

aboluhed,  and  the  Excife  was  likewife 

* 

tejirained  to  Viciuallers.  Some  attempts 
were  made  in  the  Protedorate  to  extend 
and  perpetuate  the  Excife,  but  they  came 
to  nothing.  At  the  refioration  in  1660, 
it  was  propofed  to  give  the  Crown  the 
Excife,  retrained  to  ViSiuallers ,  in  lieu  of 
wards  and  liveries,  and  knight  fervice. 
This,  however,  was  much  oppofed,  and 
it  was  propofed  rather  to  fix  and  regulate 
the  old  powers  of  that  feudal  Court  ; 
but  the  Court  had  a  mind  to  the  Ex¬ 
cife,  and  carried  it,  though  rejlrained ,  but 
by  two,  viz.  14910  151.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  bill,  an  artful  attempt  was  made 
to  extend  the  Excife  to  private  houfes, 

under 
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under  the  pretence  of  levying  a  duty 
on  the  makers  of  cyder  and  perry  ;  but 
the  Parliament  perceived  the  fnare;  and 
on  the  queftion,  rejected  the  propo¬ 
sal.  The  Excife  has  ever  fince  been 
confined  to  Traders  and  Victuallers.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole’s  extenfion  of  it  to  the 
Cuftoms,  was  oppofed  as  a  precedent  that 
might  bring  it  to  private  houfes.  Sir 
Robert  propofed,  as  a  remedy,  to  regulate 
tne  powers  of  Excife,  by  an  appeal  ;  but 
this  did  not  fatisfy,  and  having  confefs’d 
the  grievance  by  propofing  a  remedy 
(the  oppofite  party  too  being  ftrong)  he 
was  forced  to  drop  it ;  and  thus  it  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  prefent  fcheme.  Thi  s  was 
hr  ft  brought  in  as  a  feheme  of  fupply, 
without  extending  the  Excife,  confining 
the  duty,  which  was  much  heavier  than 
what  was  afterwards  fixed  bv  the  aCt,  to 
the  Victualler.  This  the  country  gentle¬ 
men  did  not  relifh,  and  the  court  feeming 
to  attend  to  them,  changed  the  mode, 
extended  the  Excife  to  private  houfes, 
and  lowered  the  duty*.  The  country 

*  The  original  plan,  was  ten '(hillings  on  the 
retailer ,  then  on  the prjl  buyer ,  and  next  four  fhil- 
iings  on  the  grower ;  and  this  laft  was  only  p'tched 
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gentlemen  feeing  the  tax  lowered,  feemed 
not  to  regard  the  power  of  the  Excife, 
till  they  felt  it,  and  then  in  vain,  or  not 
in  earned:,  oppofed  it. 

One  thing,  however,  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  bill  was  hurried  through 
both  houfes  with  fuch  remarkable  and 
imgular  difpatch,  that  there  was  not  time 
for  the  fuffercrs  to  petition  and  remon- 
ftrate  againft  it.  But  the  city  of  London 
immediately  met  in  the  Guildhall,  and 
with  a  fpirit  of  liberty  deferving  thehigh- 
ed  commendations,  unanimoufly  deter¬ 
mined  to  prefent  petitions  to  the  three 
tranches  of  the  legidafeure,  againd  a  bill 
which  they  could  not  but  confider  as  an 
invadon  of  the  natural  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  their  fellow  fubje&s.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  city  the  reader  will  fee 
in  the  note  *. 

upon  after  the  bill  had  half  palled  the  houfe,  having 
gone  thro’  the  committee. 

*  At  a  Court  of  Common  Council,  held  in  Guildhall  on 
j  uej  day  the  22d  of  March,  1763,  the  following 
rep  cfcntation  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  ths  city  of  .London,  to  their  Reprefenta- 
7  elat  1  on  to  the  original  bill  for  laying  an 
f.xcijc  on  Cy  der,  tsc,  was  agreed  to. 


“  THIS 
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In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  bill  was 
Sharply  contefled,  and  there  were  no  lefs 
than  fix  divifions  upon  it.  However,  ali 
proved  ineffectual.  The  bill  was  fent  up  to 
the  Lords.  The  day  of  the  lecond  reading, 
the  petition  from  the  city  of  London  was’ 


.  .  court  cannot  forbear  expreffing  to  vou 

,r  furPr‘re  at  the  precipitate  progrefs  which  has  been 

inade  m  a  new  attempt  towards  a  Genera]  Excife. 

I  ke  extension  of  Excife  laws  into  private  houfes 

whereby  the  fubjcft  is  made  liable  to  a  frequent  and 

rbitrary  vi/itation  of  officers,  and  the  judicial  deter- 

m, nation  of  commiffioners  removable  at  pleafure,  is 

inconnftent  with  thofe  principles  of  liberty,  which 

have  hlthert0  diftmguiflied  this  nation  from' arbitrary 
governments.  ^ 

‘‘  An  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedh  made 
fo  immediately  alter  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war 

3t  l  tl™e"'hen  ™  had  juft  reafon  to  expea  to 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace,  demands  your  feri- 
ous  attention.  } 

“  And  this  court  doth  remark,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  neceffity  of  the  times,  the  fmallnefs  of 
e  fum  indicates  that  cannot  be  the  only  motive  to 
fo  extraordinary  a  meafure.  ; 

“  1  or  tfjefc*  rea(°ns,  this  court  doth  moft  carneftlv 
recommend  your  conftant  attendance  in  parliament 
and  utmoft  endeavours  to  oppofe  every  enlargement 
and  extenfton  of  the  powers  of  Excife,  and  that  you 
°  not  conceal  from  the  public  any  fuch  attemot 
nor  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  amufed  by  any  plauf.hle 
alteration  in  the  bill,  fubjefting  the  makers  of  fa 
and  perry  to  Lxcife  laws.”  } 

putA tLTih!1  rh  m0d°n  Wasfmade>  and  thequeftion 

Son  I?  'f®  °Pu‘nlPn  °f  t,lis  Courtr  ^at  a  peti¬ 
tion  be  prepared  to  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com- 

H  3 
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preferred  againft  it  by  Lord  Temple.  At 


the  fame  time  the  Favourite  was  told,  by 
his  friend  Sir  John  Phillips,  who  faid 
he  had  been  informed  by  Sir  Richard 


Glynn,  that  there  was  another  petition 


mons,  againft  fo  much  of  a  bill  now  depending  in 
that  honourable  Houfe,  for  granting  to  his  Majefty 
an  additional  duty  on  wine,  cyder,  and  perry,  as 
relates  to  the  fubjediing  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry  to  the  Excife  laws.  The  fame  was  unani- 
mo u fly  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  this  court  doth  nominate  and  appoint, 


aldermen. 


Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  Sir  John  Cartwright, 
Sir  William  Stephenfon,  Samuel  Turner,  Efq; 


COMMONERS. 


Mr. DeputyFrancis  Ellis,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman, 
Mr.  Deputy  Rob.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Deputy  Jn  Morrey, 


Mr.  Arthur  Beardmore, 
Mr.  John  Newcombe, 


George  Bellcts,  Efy 
Mr.  Henry  Major, 


To  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  faid  petition;  who 
having  withdrawn,  returned,  and  prefenting  a  draught 
of  a  petition,  the  fame  was  unanimoudy  agreed  to 
in  the  following  words: 

cjfo  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain 


in  Parliament  ajfembled . 


The  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common- 
Council  affembled, 

Sheweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners  have  obferved,  by  the 
votes  of  this  honourable  houfe,  that  a  bill  is  now 
depending  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional 
duty  one  wine,  cyder  and  perry  ;  which  bill,  your 


petitioners 


■ 


ready  to  be  prefented  to  the  King.Wound- 
ed  to  the  quick  by  a  refolution  to  carry  the 
voice  of  the  people  to  the  throne  without 

his  intervention/nc  directly  fe-nt  Sir  John 

Phil- 

petitioners  have  been  informed,  fubjefts  the  makers 
of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  laws  of  Excite. 

That  your  petitioners,  with  the  deepeft  concern, 
cannot  heip  confidering  this  unexpected  proceeding  as 
preparatory  to  a  general  extenlion  of  thofe  grievous 
laws  ;  for  when  new  orders  of  men,  by  fituation  and 
profeflion  difhnct  from  traders,  are  rendered  objects 
of  the  Excife  laws,  the  precedent  is  formidable,  not 
to  commerce  only,  but  hath  a  fatal  tendency,  which 
your  petitioners  tremble  to  think  of. 

7Tat  as  every  attempt  to  enlarge  the  dominion  of 
theExcife  muft  awaken  your  petitioners  fears,  it  will 
alfo  juftify  their  dutitul  reprefentations  to  this  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  the  guardians  of  liberty, 

That  after  all  the  burdens  fo  chearfully  borne,  all 
the  hardfhips  fo  patiently  endured,  and  all  the  blood 
fo  freely  fpilt  in  fupport  of  the  late  juft,  glorious  and 
fuccefsful  war,  your  petitioners  moft  humbly  hope, 
that  the  meritorious  fubje£ts  of  this  country  may  not 
feel  the  extenfion  of  Excife  laws  amongft  the  f i r ft 
fruits  of  peace. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  pray, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  bill,  as  fubjecds  the  makers 
of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  powers  of  excife,  may  not 
pafs  into  a  law. 

And  your  Petitioners  J ball  ever  pray . 

This  petition  not  having  the  defired  effect,  another 
court  of  Common-council  was  held  on  Monday  the 
28th  of  March,  1763,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  1  'hat  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  court  to  prefent  an  humble  petition  to  every 

H  4  branch 
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Phillips  to  attire  the  feveral  gentlemen 
°!  tiie  citP  committee,  who  were  at  that 
t!me  !n  f’5e  lobby,  that  if  they  would  flop 
tilcjr  petition  to  the  King,  L.  B.  would 

pro- 

!CglflaJUrc»l  ^ore  wbom  the  bill,  fub- 

lhall  dej^d  "CrS  Snd  Perr^  t0  exdfe 

rpP^f  nUC,(’JP°n-  ^ie  "me  Per^ons  who  had  drawn  up 
f  ()lmcr  petition  were  appointed  to  be  a  commit- 
PrePare  two  more,  one  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

BliintheandleMt0nSMaj'Tfiyi  e*Cept  Mr-  Alde™an 
tK  d\r*  ^ePuty  Long,  who  were  chofen  in 

putv  Eli',  Mr-  Alderman  Turner,  and  Mr.  De- 

C,orhmJttee  having  withdrawn,  returned,  and 

S-Jer-ghtof  a  ?stition  to  the  right  hon- 
'  ‘  ^  -‘,L  Houie  of  Lords  (which  was  in  the  fame 

P  "  "  33  the  Petlt,on  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  and 
<*- lame  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  They  alfo  pre- 

1  ”  „  a  araugh£  of  a  petition  to  the  King’s  moft 
occehcnc  majefty,  which  was  agreed  to  in  the  follow- 
*ng  words  : 

To  the  KIN  G’s  moll  excellent  Majefty. 

ihe  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mavor,  Aldermen , 

"Ud  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common 

Council  aflembled 

i^°ir  humbly  fheweth, 

.1  ’  ■  V.  \',.-vour  Pelitioners  are  fully  convinced,  that 
Lie  co, leering  the  duties  intended  to  be  laid  upon  the 
ma,-erS  o f  cyder  and  perry,  by  way  of  Excife,  is  not, 
nor  can,  m  many  inftances,  be  fo  regulated,  but 
tnat  it  wjJ,  occafion  numberlefs  difficulties  and  quel- 
tions.  1 

i  hat  the  method  of  trial  and  decifion  of  Excife 
disputes  a:c  founded  only  in  neceffitv,  being  in  their 

nature 


promife,  that  the  a£t  fhould  be  repealed 
next  year.  Upon  which  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  faid,Who  can  undertake  forL.B.’s 
being  Minifter  next  year  ;  or  for  his  ha¬ 
ving  the  fame  influence  then,  as  now  ? 
Therefore  they  inftantly  defpifed  fuch  a 

nature  arbitrary  and  inconfiftent  with  the  principles 
of  liberty,  and  the  happy  conftitution  of  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  government. 

That  the  expofing  private  houfes  to  be  entered 
into,  and  fearched  at  pleafure,  by  perfons  unknown, 
will  be  a  badge  of  flavery  upon  your  people. 

That  your  Petitioners,  firmly  confiding  in  your 
Majefty’s  gracious  favour,  and  filled  with  a  moft 
humble  and  grateful  fenfe  of  your  paternal  affedtion 
for  your  people,  mod  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty 
to  protect  their  liberty,  and  to  keep  them  happy  and 
at  eafe,  free  from  the  apprehenfion  of  being  difiurbed 
in  their  property;  by  which  your  Majefty  will  eredt 
a  lading  monument  of  your  goodnefs  in  every  houfe 
in  the  kingdom. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  mod;  humbly  implore 
ycur  Majefty,  that  you  will  not  give  your  royal  aftent 
to  fo  much  of  the  bill,  as  fubjedts  the  makers  of  cyder 
and  perry  to  Excife  laws. 

And  your  Petitioners  Jhall  ever  pray. 

This  lad  petition  was  compl  >incd  of,  as  unconfti- 
tutional ;  and  m  fome  meaftire  it  certainly  was,  for  it 
folicited  the  King  to  withhold  his  confent  to  only  a 
part  of  the  bill,  which  he  could  by  no  means  do  ;  for 
he  is  not  inverted,  by  the  conduction,  with  any 
power  to  make  ihe  leaf!  aheration  in  either  public  or 
private  bills  ;  he  mud  either  pifs  or  rejedf  them  wholly 
as  they  arc  laid  before  him. 


wretched 
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wretched  and  invidious  attempt,todilTuadc 
.them  from  their  Heady  and  laudable  pur- 
pofe,  and  declared,they  would  not  trull  to 
L.  B.’s  promife ;  and  firmly  allured  Sir 
John  Phillips,  of  their  fixed  inten¬ 
tion  to  adhere  to  their  refolution,  if  the 
bill  fhould  pafs.  In  the  evening  a  card 
from  Mr.  Jenkinson,  at  that  time  L. 
B.’s  Secretary,  was  brought  to  Sir 
James  Hodges,  Town-Clerk  of  the 
city,  defiring  him  to  come  next  morn¬ 
ing  to  L.  B.’s  in  South  Audley-llreet.  Sir 
James  obeyed  the  melfage,  and  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  Miniller  by  his  Secretary. 
The  Miniller  defined  he  would  go  and  ac- 
quaint  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
that  if  the  petition  to  the  King  was  not 
prefented,he  would  promife  to  get  the  adt 
repealed  next  feffion.  Sir  James  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  feveral  of  the  gentlemen, 
and  collected  as  many  as  he  could  to  his 
office  in  Guildhall ;  where  he  told  them 

r 

what  had  palled  between  the  Miniller 
and  himfelf :  but  they  defpifed  and  laugh¬ 
ed  at  the  tale,  alluring  him  it  was  only  a 
repetition  of  what  had  been  laid  to  them 
the  day  before.  A  Ihort  time  after  Lord 
5  Temple 
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Temple  happened  to  take  notice  of  thefe 
fecret  and  fcandalous  tamperings  with  the 
city.  Upon  which,  the  Favourite  got  up, 
and  affured  his  auditors,  upon  his  honour, 
that  he  had  never  protnifed  diredly,  nor 
indiredly,  his  endeavours  to  procure  a 
repeal  of  the  cyder  a<ft,  if  the  city  of 
London  would  withdraw  their  petition  to 
the  King  againft  palling  it ;  and  that  the 
whole  of  fuch  report  was  a  factious  lie. 
This  affertion  was  confidered  as  going  fo 
very  ftrong  againfi  Sir  James  Hodges, 
that  doubts  began  to  arile  whether  he  had 
not  been  too  officious  in  his  late  conference 
with  the  Minifler ;  and  a  court  of  Com¬ 
mon-council  was  called  to  make  en¬ 
quiry  into  his  conduit.  At  this  Enquiry, 
which  Sir  James  voluntarily  offered  to 
anfwer  upon  oath,  the  above  fads  appear¬ 
ed  to  the  entire  latisfadion  of  all  prefent ; 
which  clearly  (hewed  who  was  the  liar. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  alfo,  the  bill 
underwent  a  very  fevere  animadverlion. 
On  the  fecond  reading  the  following  pro- 

tefl  was  entered. 

Die  Luna  28  Martii,  1763. 

THE  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 

the 


(  ) 


the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  intituled. 
An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  feveral 
additional  duties  upon  wines  imported 
into  this  kingdom,  and  certain  duties  on 
all  cyder  and  perry  ;  and  for  railing  the 
ium  of  three  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  by  way  of  annuities  and 
lotteries,  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  duties ; 

The  faid  bill  was  accordingly  read  a 
fecond  time. 

And  it  being  propofed  to  commit  the  bill: 

The  fame  was  objected  to. 

After  a  long  debate  thereupon 

The  queftion  was  put.  Whether  this 
bill  fhall  be  committed  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Contents,  72  Not  Contents, 


Proxies,  1 1  j  Proxies,  J  j49 

DifTentient. 

Became  we  conceive  there  would 


have  accrued  Ids  detriment  to  the  public 
by  rejecting  this  bill,  than  by  agreeing  to 
it ;  fince  it  would  have  been  eafy,  had  the 
bill  been  reje&ed,  to  have  provided  the 
Mtxehary  1  applies  by  Ionic  other  ways  and 
means  ids  dangerous  to  the  public  Li¬ 
berty  hi  an  hue  extenlion  of  the  laws  of 


Excifc, 
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Excife,  over  new  orders  of  men,  who,  bv 
mere  ignorance  and  inadvertency,  may  be 
fubjedted  to  the  fevered:  penalties  for  things 
done  in  the  common,  ordinary,  and  ne- 
ceifary  management  of  their  farms. 

2dly,  Becaufe  blending  diftinct  matters 
in  the  fame  money-bill,  lays  this  Houfe 
under  the  utrnoft  difficulties  j  fince  the 
alteration  made  by  this  Heufe,  to  any 
parts  of  fuch  bill,  may  bean  unavoidable 
obdrudtion  to  other  parts  of  it,  lefs  liable 
to  objection,  and  requiring  greater  expe¬ 
dition  anddifpatch:  and  we  conceive,  that 
to  tack  unto  fuch  a  bill,  matters,  which, 
for  many  reafons,  ought  to  be  kept  fepa- 
rate  and  didindt,  is  dedrudtive  of  all  free¬ 
dom  of  debate,  and  all  due  deliberation, 
unparliamentary,  highly  derogatory  to  the 
privilege  of  the  Peers,  and  may  be  of 

dangerous  confequence  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown. 

3 dly .  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  fuch 
parts  of  the  faid  bill  as  extend  the  laws 
of  Excife  over  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry  are  not  only  injurious  to  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjedt,  but  particularly  offen- 
dve  to  the  dignity  and  privilege  of  the 

Peers  ; 
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Peer’s;  fince  their  hcufes  may  be  vilited 
and  fearched,  and  they  themfelves  may 
incur  the  penalties  of  this  bill,  to  be  le¬ 
vied  upon  them  by  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
and  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife  :  we  are 
therefore  doubly  called  upon  to  diffent 
from  the  paffing  of  this  bill,  by  a  due  and 
juft  fenfe  of  the  dignity  and  privilege  of 
the  Peerage,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to  the 
liberties  and  properties  of  the  people,  of 
which  thisHoufe  hath  been  alwaysefteem- 
ed  the  hereditary  and  perpetual  guardians. 

4thly.  Becaufe  when  we  confider  the 
great  numberof  families,  over  whom  and 
their  pofterities  the  laws  of  Excife  are  ex¬ 
tended  by  this  bill,  the  incapacity  of  far¬ 
mers  to  comply  with  it,  not  only  in  refpefl: 
to  their  ignorance,  but  to  the  nature  of 
their  bulinefs;  the  heavy  penalties  impofed 
for-involuntary  oftences;  the  fummary  and 
arbitrary  method  of  tryingand  determining 
thofe  offences,  and  of  levying  thofe  penal¬ 
ties  ;  the  great  and  expenfive  increafe  of 
officers  to  be  employed  in  collebting  an 
inconfiderable  and  very  uncertain  revenue; 
and  the  influence  of  thofe  officers,  which, 
in  critical  times,  may  be  employed  to  the 

worft 
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word;  of  purpofes;  we  cannot  but  be  mod: 
ferioufly  alarmed  at  a  ftretch  of  power,  fo 
wide,  fo  unnecefiary,  and  fo  unconflituti- 
onal.  Signed,  by  the  Lords  Foley,  Oxford 
and  Mortimer,  Willoughby  de  Broke. 

On  the  third  reading,  which  was  only 
two  days  afterwards,  there  was  another 
divifion,  and  a  fecond  proteft;  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  the  Lords  in  the  Minority  : 

Dukes  of  Grafton,  Bolton, Devonshire. 

Newcaftle&Portland.Marq.ofRockingh. 

Earls  Suffolk,  Ply  mouth,  Oxford,  Ferrers, 
Dartmouth,  Briftol.Afliburnham,' Temple, 
Cornwallis,  Hardwicke,  andFauconberg. 
\  jfc.Torrington,ho!keftonc,  &  Spencer. 
Lords  Abergavenny,  Willoughby  de 

Broke,  Ward, Foley, Ducie,Monfon,Forte- 

Icue,  Archer,  Ponfonby,  Walpole,  Lyt¬ 
telton,  Sonds,  Grantham,  and  Grofvcnor. 

Bifhops  of  Ely,  Hereford,  Worcefter, 
Litchfield, Norwich,  Lincoln,  Chicheffer, 
6t.  Afaph,  and  Oxford. 

And  the  following  proteff  was  entered  : 
DifTentient. 

iff.  Becaufe  by  tnis  bill  our  fellow- 
fubjedls,  who  from  the  growth  of  their 
own  orchaids  make  cyder  and  perry,  arc 

fub- 
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fubjedted  to  the  moft  grievous  mode  of 
Excife  ;  whereby  private  houfes  of  peers, 
gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  farmers,  are 
made  liable  to  be  entered  and  fearched  at 
pleafure.  We  deem  this  to  be  not  only 
an  intolerable  opprefiion,  affedting  private 
property,  and  deftrudtiveof  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  private  families ;  but,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  one  of  the  firft  gracious  adts  of 
liberty,  pafled  by  our  gracious  deliverer, 
King  William  the  third,  repealing  the 
hearth  money,  “  a  badge  of  ilavery.’"' 

2diy.  Becaufe  we  think  we  owe  it  to  our 
countrymen,  who  have  fo  chearfully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  great  load  of  taxes,  which 
have  been  found  neceflary,  infupport  of  a 
juft,  profperous,  and  glorious  war;  by 
every  means  in  our  power  to  mark  our 
high  difapprobation  of  the  terms  upon 
which  three  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  have  been  borrowed  on  this 
loan,  without  any  material  alteration 
fince  in  the  ftate  of  the  public  cre¬ 
dit  ;  an  enormous  profit  of  above 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  is  already  made  by  fuch  perfons  as 
have  been  favoured  with  fharesin  this  pri¬ 
vate 
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yate  fubfcription.  We  apprehend  that, 
in  time  of  peace,  an  open  fubfcription  had 
not  only  been  the  faired,  but  the  cheapeft 
method  of  borrowing  any  fums,  which 
the  neceffities  of  the  public  might  call  for. 
It  appears  to  us,  by  the  votes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  on  the  8th  of  this 
inftant,  March,  this  bargain  was  firft 
confented  to  by  them;  whereby  a  redeem¬ 
able  annuity  of  four  per  cent,  is  given  to 
certain  perlons,  who  offered  to  advance 
this  loan.  No  lefs  than  two  lotteries  in 
one  year,  are  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
without  any  urgent  neceffity,  eftablithed 
in  the  days  of  peace,  to  the  no  lmall 
excitement  of  the  pernicious  fpirit  of 
gaming,  which  cannot  be  too  much  dif- 
countenanced  by  everyftate,  governed  by 
wifdom,  and  a  lober  regard  to  the  morals  ' 
of  the  people.  Two  lottery  tickets,  bear¬ 
ing  four  per  cent,  intereft,  from  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1763,  are  allowed,  at  ten 
pounds  each,  to  every  fublcriber  of  eighty 
pounds:  whereas,  intereft  at  three  per 
cent,  and  that  to  commence  only  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  year,  hath  been  given  upon  former 

I  lotteries.. 
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lotteries,  during  thehigheft  exigencies  of 
the  public;  at  a  time  too,  when  there  was 
in  contemplation  a  lofs  of  no  lefs  than 

thirty  percent,  upon  every  blank  and  every 
prize;  and  when  no  lefs  a  fum  than  twelve 
millions  was  borrowed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  government.  On  the  8th  of  this  in- 
ilant,  aforcfaid,  and  for  feveral  days  pre¬ 
ceding,  the  general  price  of  flock  was 
very  much  upon  an  equality  with  that 
which  they  bear  atprefent;  nor  hath  any 
confiderable  variation  happened  in  the 
great  three  percent,  and  four  per  cent, 
annuity  funds  lince  that  time.  The  re¬ 
deemable  annuity,  exclufive  of  the  profit 
fo  certainly  to  be  made  upon  the  lottery 
tickets,  fells  at  a  premium  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  and  the  advantage  made 
upon  the  whole  loan,  including  that  on 
the  lottery  tickets,  is  from  ten  to  eleven 
per  cent,  clear  profit ;  whereby  an  exor¬ 
bitant  gain  arifes  to  individuals  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  public. 

For  thefe  cogent  and  unrefuted  reafons 
we  have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 
withftand,  at  the  outlet,  fuch  alarming 
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proceedings ;  fo  repugnant  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  ceconomy,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty  ;  and  by  this  folemn  teftimony  to 
declare,  that  we  are  determined,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  endeavour  to  protect,  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  the  meandl  of  our  fellow 
fubjedts  from  oppreflion  of  every  kind. 

Temple, 

Bolton, 

Fortefcue. 

This  was  thefirft  time  the  Lords  were 
ever  known  to  divide  upon  a  money  bill. 

The  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  fupport 
of  the  bill  were  briefly  thefe.  That  there 
had  been  many  years  a  confiderable  duty 
on  malt,  which  had  been  lately  encreafed  ; 
that  at  the  fame  time  the  inhabitants  of 
the  cyder  counties,  and  thole  who  had 
opportunitiesof  buying  immediately  from 
the  grower,  drank  cyder  and  perry  as  the 
fubftitutes  of  malt  liquor,  without  pay¬ 
ing  any  duty  at  all :  and  that  there  was  a 
very  high  tax  upon  beer,  and  a  very  fmall 
one  upon  cyder.  This  way  of  reafoning 
was  certainly  captivating,  becaufe  a  pro- 
pofal  for  equality  carries  with  it  its  own 

I  2  recom-» 
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recommendation.  It  was  acknowledged* 
that  the  Excife  was  a  grievous  mode  of 
taxation,  but  it  was  affirmed  to  be  the  beft 
for  the  revenue  for  many  obvious  reafons  : 
and  that  the  other  branches  of  Excife  were 
far  more  grievous.  And,  in  particular, 
a  kind  of  parallel  was  drawn  between 
the  Cyder-maker,  the  Hop-grower,  and 
Maltfter  i  te  The  frft  had  a  liberty  of 
compounding  for  two  ffiillings  an  head  ; 
after  which  neither  his  houfe  nor  even  or¬ 
chard  could  be  entered  by  any  officer,  ex¬ 
cept  as  any  other  private  houfe  in  the 
kingdom  may,  by  oath  of  a  fufpicion  of 
fmuggled  goods.  The  Compounder  too 
had  a  right  to  fell  cyder,  upon  fending 
for  an  officer  to  gauge  what  he  wanted  to 
difpofe  of;  and  fuch  an  officer  durft  not 
enter  anyplace  but  where  he  was  dire&ed, 
being  obliged  to  gauge  it  at  his  ilreet- 
door  if  the  Compounder  ordered  him. 
How  different  is  the  cafe  with  the  Hop- 
grower  and  Maltfter  !  They  are  both  ex- 
pofed  to  a furvey  :  The  former,  whether 
he  fells  or  not  j  and  the  latter  is  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  fell,  even  though  he  compounds, 

without 


(  125  ) 

without  entering  himfelfas  a  dealer.  The 
Grower  of  Hops  has  often  his  very  bed¬ 
chamber  viiited  by  an  Excifeman  ;  lor  the 
poorer  fort  of  farmers  are  obliged  to  dry 
and  weigh  their  hops  in  their  own  houfes. 
Another  advantage  which  the  Maker  of 
Cyder  enjoyed,  was,  that  he  might,  if  he 
thought  proper,  only  enter  himfelf  while 
his  cyder  was  making,  and  have  had  the 
whole  quantity  charged  with  the  duty  ; 
after  which  he  might  have  withdrawn  his 
entry,  and  the  officer  could  have  had  no 
further  right  to  come  near  him,  ’till  he 
renewed  it  the  following  year.” 

Thefe  arguments  prevailed, and  thebill 
received  the  royal  affient.  Without  doors 
fome  of  the  bell  advocates  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  confeffed  the  adt  to  have  been 
■precipitate  and  impolitic.  Pretty  heavy 
charges  againft  a  tax, which  ought  to  have 
been  contrived  with  deliberation  and  wif- 
dom  !  Certain  it  is,  that  the  difeontents 
which  it  produced  in  the  cyder  counties, 
feemed  to  threaten  the  internal  peace  of 
thofe  parts;  and  government  was  fo  fe- 
rioully  alarmed  by  the  probability  of  po- 

I  3  pular 
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pular  tumults,  that  they  immediately  or¬ 
dered  feveral  bodies  of  troops  to  march 
towards  the  different  fcenes  of  expected 
diilurbance,,  and  there  to  form  a  line  of 
fome  hundred  miles  in  length,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to 

enforce  the  execution  of  this  unconftitu- 

tional  law. 


CHAP.  XI. 

The  Earl  of  Bute  refolves  to  refign.  Agaitf 
attempt s  to  divide  the  Oppojition  ;  is 
foiled.  Promifes  never  more  to  interfere 
in  Public  Affairs.  Provides  for  his  re¬ 
lations.  Pejigns  s  and  retires.  The  Lords 
Le  Defpenc er  and  Holland  created.  Re¬ 
marks  on  Lord  Bute’s  difintcrefednefs. 

H  E  ferment  which  the  new  Ex- 
cife  law  occafioned  among  the  peo- 
ple,added  to  that  which  had  already  been 
iraifed  by  the  other  meafures  of  the  Mi- 
niftej,  fo  apparently  endangered  his  fitu- 
ation,  that  he  prudently  refolved  to  retire 
from  the  florin,  which  indeed  feemed  to 
be  gathering  thick  oyer  his  head,  and  to 

•  <->.  t  '  %  ,  *  '  '  *  *  t  ,  ' 

threaten 
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threaten  his  deftru&ion.  He  found  al- 
moftthe  whole  Engliffi  nation  fo  incen- 
fed  againft  him,  that,  in  all  probability, he 
confidered  it  much  better  to  refign,  than, 
by  a  continuance  in  office,  toperfevere  in 
provoking  the  refentment  of  the  people, 
whole  indignation  he  had  already  experi¬ 
enced’*' j  and  whofe  rage  might,  one  day 
or  other,  prove  fatal  to  him.  However, 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  public 
hatred  was  in  lome  meafure  incited,  and 
to  a  very  great  degree  increafed,  by  the 
political  writingsagainft  him :  particularly 
and  principally,  by  the  paper  called  the 
North  Briton,  which  for  four  and  forty 
weeks  fo  clofely  purfed  and  perfected 
him,  that  it  may,  with  the  ffcridtefb  juf- 
tice,  be  faid,  he  fell  a  facrifke  to  the  in- 

'  *  He  received  two  remarkable  inftances  ol  this; 
the  firft  was  as  he  was  going  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London’s’  entertainment  at  the  Guildhall,  when,  al¬ 
though  he  was  efcorted  by  anumoerof  Prize-fight¬ 
ers  yet  he  was  attacked  by  the  populace.  Ins  guard 
put  to  flight,  his  carriage  broke,  and  himfelf  very 
narrowly  efcaped  the  ftroke  of  a  club  :  the  other 
was,  as  he  was  going  to  the  Parliament  Houle,  when 

the  civil  power  prelerved  him. 

' 


trepidity. 
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trepidity,  wit  and  fatire  of  that  ingenious 
and  public-ipirited  writer. 

As  foon  as  the  Excife  law  had  received 
the  Royal  aiTent,  the  Minifter  began  to 
make  preparations  for  his  refignation. 
His  firffc  oare  was  to  provide  fuccefiors  j 

and  in  this  he  attempted  to  imitate  the 

conduit  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who, 
previous  to  his  refignation,  had  tampered 
with  and  found  means  to  divide  the  op¬ 
position,  and  to  compofe  an  adminiftration 
of  only  fuch  as  he  could  trufi:.  But  the 
Earl  of  Bute  did  not  find,  among  the 
leaders  in  the  oppofition  in  1762,  the 
fame  difpofition  for  places  which  Sir 

Robert  had  experienced  among  the  fore- 
mofi;  of  his  antagonifts  in  1742.  The 
former  were  thofe  who  had  abhorred 
that  defertion  at  the  period  of  its  appear¬ 
ance,  and  had  too  much  honour  to  be 
guilty  of  that  crime  themfelves,  which 
they  had  fo  feverely  ftigmatizedip  others. 
It  is  true,  there  were  feveral  perfons  of 
high  rank  and  great  parliamentary  interefi; 
in  the  oppofition  in  1762,  who  would 
gladly  have  accepted  theFavourite’soffers; 

but 
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but  he  rightly  confidered,  that  thefe,  ab- 
ftradted  from  their  friends,  were  of  no 
efhmation  with  the  public.  Having 
therefore  met  with  a  refufal  from  the  men 
of  confequence,  he,  for  a  time  at  lead, 
call:  ailde  all  thoughts  of  the  oppolition, 
and  determined  to  try  another  fet ;  which 
were  no  other  than  the  principals  of  thofe 
who  had  fupported  him  in  office.  Thefe 
he  found  were  ready  to  advance  to  the  in¬ 
tended  vacancies,  upon  condition  that 
after  their  appointment,  he  did  not  in  any 

lla  c  ^  ^  i* ,  interfere  in  any  of  the 
departments  of  government.  This  he 
moft  folemnly  promifed  to  obferve.  Their 
motive  in  extorting  that  promife,  was 
founded  on  a  del ire  of  e/labliffiing  an  in¬ 
dependency,  which  they  confidered  as 
abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to  give  per¬ 
manency  to  their  adminiftration;  for  they 
knew  the  ficklenefs  and  changeable  difpo- 
tion  of  the  Favourite,  and  that  without 
fuch  an  affertion,  which  was  intended  to 
denounce  the  truth  of  their  liability,  they 
ffiould  be  defer  ted  by  a  great  part  of  their 
parliamentary  ftrength  -5  and  in  order  to 

make 
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make  this  part  of  their  foundation  the 
more  fecure,  they  claimed  the  affiftance 
and  fupport  of  his  friends  in  Parliament ; 
who,  upon  that  condition,  were  to  re¬ 
main  in  their  offices,  or  be  removed  to 
others,  at  leaft  as  good.  To  all  this  he 
agreed  ;  and  when  every  thing  had,  to  all 
appearance,  been  finally  fettled,  he  re~ 
figned  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1763, 
after  a  ihorfc  reign  ol  only  ten  months 
and  ten  days^.  Sir  Francis  Dafiiwood, 

his  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was 

created 


*  A  few  days  before  his  refignation  the  following 
promotions  were  made : 

James  Stuart  Mackenzie,  brother  to  Lord  Bute, 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  in  Scotland,  3000 1.  a 

year. 

Alexander  Frafer,  Efq;  half  brother  to  Lord  Bute, 
a  Commiffioner  of  Trade  or  Police  in  Scotland, 

400 1.  a  year. 

Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart,  brother-in-law  to  Lord 
Bute,  a  Commiffioner  of  Trade  or  Police  in  Scot¬ 
land,  400  1.  a  year. 

John  Campbell,  Efq;  brother-in-law  to  Lord 
Bute,  and  Head  Colle&or  of  Stamps  in  Scotland,  a 
Lord  of  the  Seffions  in  Scotland,  700 1.  a  year. 
_ -  Courtnay,  Efq;  brother-in-law  to  Lord 

Bute,  CommifFary  of  Minorca,  800  1.  a  year,  be- 
fides  apartments  for  a  Deputy.  [Lady 
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created  Lord  Le  Defpencer.  His  other 
friend,  and  mod;  material  afiiftant,  Mr. 
Fox,  was  created  Lord  Holland.  As  to 
himfelfjimmediately  after  his  refignation, 
he  feigned  dcknefs,  and  ran  away  to  Har- 
rowgale  ;  but  when  the  feint  of  dcknefs 
was  detected  and  ridiculed,  his  friends 
then  gave  out,  that  he  was  brought  in, 
folely  againft  his  inclination,  only  to 
make  the  peace,  and  having  fully  com¬ 
pleted  that  great  work,  he  retired,  agree¬ 
able  to  his  own  original  requeft.  Mr. 
Fox  retired  into  France,  and  Lord  Tal¬ 
bot, 


[Lady  Bean  Ruven,  fitter  to  Lord  Bute,  had  a 
penfion  fettled  upon  her  of  400I.  a  year  loon  after 
his  prefent  Majefty’s  acceflion.J 

William  Mure,  Eiq;  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Scotland,  appointed  in  1761,  (and  in- 
fpedtor  of  Lord  Bute’s  Private  Affairs  in  Scotland) 
Receiver  General  of  Jamaica.  600  J.  a  year,  paid  on 

the  exchange,  with  a  reverfron  to  Robert  Mure, 
Elq;  his  fon. 

Henry  Wauphope,  F.fq;  Member  of  Parliament 
for  the  Shire  of  Bute,  and  Deputy  Privy  Purfe  to 
his  Majefty,  a  penfion  of  630  1.  on  the  Irifh  Efta- 
blifnment. 

John  Home,  Efq;  (formerly  Rev.  now  Efq;) 
author  of  the  play  of  Douglas,  for  which  his  prefent 
Majefty,  wnen  Prince  of  Wales,  fettled  a  penfion 
upon  him,  Confervatcr  of  Scotland,  at  Campvere, 
300  1.  a  year,  without' reftdence. 
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bot,  who  had  been  another  of  his  (launch 
adherents,  retired  into  Wales;  fo  that 
there  feemed  to  be  a  clear  (lage  for  the 
new  Minifters  to  enter  upon. 

Among  an  infinite  number  of  virtues 
which  were  afcribed  to  this  North  Britifh 
Miniflrer,  his  friends  boafted  greatly  of 
his  difintereftednefs,  of  his  having  dif- 
dained  to  touch  thofe  tempting  fpoils 
which  lay  at  his  feet.  Bad  they  not  been 
fo  particular  in  their  aflertions  of  this 
falfity,  it  would  not  have  deferved  a  refu¬ 
tation  ;  but  fince  they  laid  their  greateft 
emphafis  upon  it,  a  recapitulation  of  his 
rewards  and  his  fervices,  may  perhaps  not 
be  unworthy  the  reader’s  notice.  We  will 
begin  with  his  rewards,  becaufe  he  began 
with  them. 

**  He  entered  the  Privy  Council  with  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  :  he  was  honoured 
with  the  Garter  in  company  with  another 
Prince  of  the  Blood  :  he  obtained  an  Eng- 
lifh  Peerage  for  his  family,and  the  ranger- 
fhip  of  Richmond  park  for  himfelf :  he 
fecured  valuable  things  to  his  brother  and 
others  of  his  kindred  ( vide  the  preceding 
3  note) ; 
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note) ;  and  his  friends  acknowledged, 
that  he  provided  for  all  his  dependents. 

“  Thefe  were  his  rewards  ;  now  for 
his  fervices.  He  wasprofelfedly  the  firll  or 
foie  Minider  very  little  more  than  ten 
months.  During  which  time  he  oave  up 
to  the  enemy,  the  mod  valuable  of  our 
conqueds  for  a  Peace,  which  very  wife 
men  think  little  better  than  a  truce  ;  he 
revived  national  animosities  between  the 
Englifh  and  Scotch  ;  he  revived  partv 
didindtions  among  the  Engliih  ;  he  was 
the  means  of  difgracing  the  bed  of  our 
Nobility,  and  of  difmiffing  the  abled  Ser¬ 
vants  of  the  crown.;  he  diried,  by  his  con- 
dudf,th.e  acclamations  due  from  thepeople 
to  their  King;  weakened  the  crown,  by 
difpofing  of  almod  all  the  reverfonary 
patents;  turned  out,  with  inhumanitv,  the 
innocent  dependents  of  former  Miniders; 
irtjreaied  the  peerage, beyond  the  example 
of  any  of  his  predecelbors  ;  borrowed 

public  money  on  exorbitant  terms,  and 
invented  a  new  Excife. 

“  Thefe  are  his  fervices.  Which  dif¬ 
fer  fo  totally  from  thole  of  his  cotempo¬ 
raries. 
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raries,  that  we  may  conclude,  from  their 
rewards  being  lefs,  that  the  rewards  and 
the  fervices  of  the  North  Briton,  were  not 
meant  to  bear  any  relation  to  each  other. 
We  will  therefore  compare  his  rewards 
with  thofe  of  a  Minifter,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  favoured  by  the  crown,  and 
ferved  it  faithfully  five  and  twenty  years. 

SirRobert  JValpole' s  rewards*  (TheEarl  of  Bute's  rewards » 

An  Englifh  Peerage  after  An  Englifli  peerage  before 
his  fervices.  his  fervices. 

Richmond  Park.  Richmond  Park, 

The  Garter.  The  Garter. 

Ample  provilion  for  his  Ample  provifion  for  his 
brother  and  immmediate  brother  and  immediate 
dependents.  dependents, 

“  There  was  fome  little  difference  inthe 
brothers ;  Sir  Robert’s  brother  having 
been  employed  in  public  bufinefs  from  his 
earlieft  years ;  and  Lord  B.’s  brother  hav¬ 
ing  been  wholly  unknown  till  within  very 
few  years  part. — — It  is  hoped  we  thall 
hear  no  more  of  Lord  Bute’s  difinterejled- 
nejs . 


CHAP, 


I 
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r~  - 

CHAP.  XII. 

Mr.  Grenville  fucceeds  Lord  Bute.  The 
opinion  which  the  Minority  entertain  of 
the  new  Minifiry.  The  forty-ffth  num¬ 
ber  of  the  North  Briton  publijhed  The 
Printers  and  Publifhers  apprehended  by 
a  general  warrant.  Mr.  Wilkes  appre¬ 
hended.  His  houfe  entered:  his  papers 
feized.  He  is  carried  by  violence  before 
the  Secretaries  of  State.  Committed  a 
clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower.  The  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  evaded.  Difcharged  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  opinion 
of  that  Court. 

A  Few  days  afterLordBuTE’s  refigna- 
tion,  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  George 
Grenville  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  :  he  was  the  firft  who  had 
held  thefe  two  great  employments  fince 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham  ■,  and  by  the 
union  of  them  in  his  perfon,  he  was 
confidered  as  the  Minifter  :  the  Earl  of 

Sand- 
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Sandwich  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  of 
theAdmiralty,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville.*  Several  other  changes  were 
made,  particularly  at  the  public  Boards. 
But  the  plan  of  Adminiftration,  and  the 
meafures  of  Government  continued, as  laid 
down  by  the  late  Minifter.  From  this 
uniformity  of  Complexion, the  oppolition, 
who  likewife  remained  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion, very  pofitivelv  affirmed,  that  the  new 
Miniftry  were  no  other  than  the  fub- 
ftitutes  of  the  Favourite,  who  had  only 

*  Lord  Halifax,  upon  his  return  from  Ireland, 
had  been  made  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Lord  Anfon  ;  and  the  right  honour¬ 
able  Mr.  George  Grenville,  who  had  fucceeded  Lord 
Bute  as  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  advancement  of 
hisLordfhip  to  theTreafury,  made  an  Exchange  of 
places  with  Lord  Halifax,  previous  to  the  peace.  So 
that  in  this  laft  change  above-mentioned,  there  was 
no  alteration  in  the  Secretaries  of  State  *,  Lord  Egre- 
mont  continued  for  the  fouthern,  and  Lord  Halifax 
for  the  northern  department  ;  and  it  was  given  out 
by  authority,  to  all  the  foreign  minifters  and  others 
connected  in  public  affairs,  that  his  Majeily  had 
placed  his  government  in  the  hands  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Mr.  George  Grenville,  and  the  Earls  of 
Halifax  and  Egremont,  that  in  all  matters  of  impor¬ 
tance  they  were  to  act  in  conjunction,  and  to  th^m 
all  applications  of  bufinefs  were  to  be  directed. 


retired 
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retired  to  a  place  of  fafety  and  fecrecy,  in 
Order  dill  to  govern,  tho’  by  other  hands. 
The  fubftance  being  thus  driven  away, 
they  laid,  it  is  not  probable  the  fhadow 
can  lad  long.  Tooppofe  them,  therefore, 
is  to  oppofe  him.  For  they  afked,  who  are 
thefe  men  ?  Are  they  not  the  fame  who 
fupported  him  in  all  his  odious  meafures, 
particularly  the  latePeacc  and  theExcife? 
Are  they  not  the  dregs  of  the  lad:  Admi- 
nidration  ?  Are  they  not  deditute  of  Par¬ 
liamentary  intered?  Are  they  podeffed  ot 
any  confiderahle  property  in  the  kingdom? 
Is  it  not  clear,  therefore,  to  demondration, 
that  having  no  drength  or  folid  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  own,  they  mud  be  obliged 
to  adt  in  fubferviency  to  a  concealed  in¬ 
fluence,  and  confequently  is  not  this 
fchemeof  clandedincadminidration,anin- 
fult  upon  the  underdandingsol  the  Public? 
This  language,and  agreat  deal  more  to  the 
fame  effedt,  with  which  every  news-paper 
and  other  publication  were  replete.and  the 
truths  which  it  manifedly  conveyed,  ope¬ 
rated  fo  univerfally  among  the  people, 

K  that 


that  though  the  Advocates  of  the  Adtnh 
mhration  repeated ly  denied  their  bein- 
undei  the  influence  of  the  Favourite,  yet 
no  one  was  convinced  by  their  afl'ertions. 

The  Noith  Briton,  which  had  ceafed 
upon  the  refignation  of  Lord  Bute,  and 
had  gained  a  complete  vitfory  over  that 
Minifter,  menaced  his  fuccelfors,  in  an 
advertifement  which  appeared  on  the  very 
day  (Apiil  13)  that  the  new  Ministers 
Killed  hands;  and  on  Saturday  the  23d 
day  of  April,  appeared  the  famous  forty - 
fifth  number  of  that  paper.  It  was  an 
attack  upon  the  King’s  fpeech  made  at  the 
dole  of  the  leflion,  and  produced  luch  a 
feries  of  lingular  and  extraordinary  tra nf- 
adlions,as  perhaps  are  not  to  be  equalled  in 
the  annals  of  any  civilized  nation.  Upon 
the  appearance  of  that  paper,  the  Admi- 
nillration  inftantly  deemed  it  a  libel.  In 
all  probability,  they  who  had  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  fmarted  and  trembled  under 
the  lath  of  this  writer’s  pen,  rejoiced  at 
this  attack  (as  they  oflicioully  chriftened 
Jt)  upon  their  Sovereign ;  and  under  his 

fh  i  eld. 
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Shield,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  rcfolved 
to  avenge  what  they  called  their  own 
injuries.  And  this  is  all  that  can  be 
laid  in  palliation  for  the  enormity  of 
that  rage  and  malice,  which  were  fo  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  fubfequent  violations,  of  not 
only  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  but  the 
facred  privileges  of  all  mankind,  againft 
the  fuppofed  author. 

The  fadts  of  this  important  and  inte¬ 
resting  affair  Shall  be  candidly  Stated, with 
truth,  and  the  Strifteft  impartiality ;  and 
with  as  little  reafoning  upon  the  Several 
points,  as  a  narrative  of  Such  events  can 
pofiibly  admit ;  for  all  the  arguments 
which  arofe,  either  Spontaneously  at  the 
time  from  the  obvious  illegality  of  the 
proceedings,  or  were  afterwards  the  re- 
fult  of  mature  consideration,  the  curious 
reader  will  find,  in  the  political  publica¬ 
tion  of  that  date,  a  Short  mention  of 
the  beft  of  which  is  in  the  note  *. 

The 

*  A  letter  to  the  Earls  of  Egrcmont  and  Halifax, 
on  the  Seizure  of  Papers. 

K  2 
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I'he  firft  procefs  of  government  was  if- 
iuing  aGeneral  Warrant  in  the  ufual  office 
form,  to  take  up  theAuthors,  Printers  and 
Publishers  of  the  North  Briton,  &c.  This 
warrant  was  granted  not  only  without 
information  upon  oath,  but  even  without 
any  information  at  all,  except  that  of  the 
Publisher’s  name,  which  was  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  paper ;  of  him,  therefore, 
there  could  not  be  the  lead;  doubt ;  but 
with  re  Sped:  to  the  Printers  and  Authors, 
the  Mellengers,  who  were  always  the  ex¬ 
ecutors  of  thefe  warrants,  were  at  full  li¬ 
berty  to  infped,  and  take  up  whom  they 
pleafed/  The  Secretary  of  State  direded 
the  three  ordinary  Mdfengers,  whole 
names  are  at  the  warrant,  (a  true  copy  of 
,  » 

Obfervations  upon  the  authority,  manner  and  com- 
finement  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 

The  Defence  of  the  Minority.  Written  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Townfnend. 

The  Defence  of  the  Majority. 

A  letter  from  Candor  to  the  Public  Advertifer. 

A  Letter  on  Libels,  Warrants,  Seizure  of  Pa-* 
pers,  Sureties  for  the  Peace,  See,  See. 

This  lad  is  efteemed  the  mod  interefting  trac> 
that  ever  appeared  in  our  language,  and  is  well  worth 
the  ferious  attention  of  every  Englifhman. 


whit  ll 
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which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  *) 
to  go  to  one  Carrington ,  the  principal  and 
fir  ft- named  Mefl'enger,  and  to  get  from 
him  information  of  whom  they  were  to 
feize.  Carrington  told  them,  that  an  old 


*  George  Montagu  Dunk  Earl  of  Hali¬ 
fax  Viicount  Sunbury  and  Baron  Ha¬ 
lifax  one  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty’s 
( L.  S.)  Mod  Honourable  Privy  Council  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  of  his  Majefty’s  bores 
2nd  Principal  Secretary  of  State. 

Thefe  are  in  his  Majefty’s  name  to  authorize  and 
require  you  (taking  a  Conftable  to  your  afliftance)  to 
make  ftridf  and  diligent  fearch  for  the  Authors  Prin¬ 
ters  and  Publifhers  of  a  (editions  and  treafonablc  pa¬ 
per  in  titled  the  North  Briton  Number  XLV.  Sa* 
turday  April  23  1763  printed  for  G.  Kearfiy  in 
Ludgate-Street  London  and  them  or  any  of  them 
having  found  to  apprehend  and  ficze  together  with 
their  papers  and  to  bring  in  fafe  cuftody  before  me  to 
be  examined  concerning  the  premifes  and  further  dealt 
.  with  according  to  Jaw  And  in  the  due  execution 
thereof  all  mayors  fherifFs  j u ices  of  t lie  peate  con- 
ftables  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s  officers  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  and  loving  fubjedts  whom  it  may  concern  are  to 
be  aidingand  aflifting  to  you  as  there  lhall  be  occafion 
and  for  fo  doing  this  Hi  all  be  your  warrant  Given  at 
St.  James’s  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  April  in  the  third 
year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign  figned. 

directed  to  Dunk  Halifax 

Nathan  Carrmgtoa  John  Money 
James  Watfon  and  Robert  Blackmore 
Four  of  his  majefty’s  mefTengers  in  ordinary 


Printer 
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I  nntcr  (whom  he  did  not  name)  had  told 
him,  that  one  Mr.  Leach,  a  Printer,  in 
Crane-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  was  the  Printer 
of  the  North  Briton j  and  that  Mr. 
Wilkes,  whom  public  report  had  .  faid 
was  the  Author  of  that  paper,  had  been 
lately  feen  going  into  Mr.  Leach’s  houfe. 

Upon  this  hear-fay  informationandftrange 
conjecture,  the  Meffengers  entered  Mr. 
Leach’s  houfe  early  in  the  morning,  on 
Friday  the  29th  of  April,  1763,  and 
took  him  out  of  bed  from  his  wife,  while 
his  child  lay  dangeroufly  ill  in  the  room  : 
tney  ieized  all  hispapers,together  with  all 
his  journeymen  and  fervants.  The  latter 
were  not,  as  the  warrant  dire&ed,  carried 
beforeLordflALiE  ax, but  to  an  alehoufe; 
and,  after  about  twelve  hours  confine¬ 
ment,  were  difcharged  ;  for  it  foon  ap¬ 
pealed  tnat  Carrington' s  information  w’as 
totally  falfe,  Mr.  Leach  not  being  the 
Printer  of  that  North  Briton  •,  yet  he  wpas 

detained  feveral  days  after  his  innocence 
became  fully  known. 

-  be  next  perlon  apprehended  tha* 
morning,  was  Mr.  Ivearfly,  the  original 
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and  real  Publifher*.  His  houfe  under- 
went  a  thorough  and  ftriot  examination  ; 
and  his  letters,  papers, and  accompt  hooks, 
(all  which  he  very  imprudently  fuffcied 
to  remain  in  his  houfe  from  a  falfe  iup- 
pofition  that  ltwould  not  be  fearched,af tei 
he  had  received  undoubted  intelligence  of 

the 

*  In  a  paper  called  “The  cafeof  George  KearUy,” 
drawn  up  by  him  (elf,  are  the  following  particulars  : 

u  On  Friday  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April  1763, 
about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  i  was  in  formed, 
by  one  of  mv  family,  that  feveral  perfons  defircd  to 
fee  me.  I  haftened  down  ftairs,  and  found  my  (liop, 
to  my  great  furprize,  in  the  pofleffion  of  Mr.  Wat- 
fon,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  mefTengers,  with  Mr. 
Clarke,  his  afiiftant,  a  conftabie,  and  feveral  other 
attendants.  Mr.  Watfon  informed  me  he  had  a 

warrant  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  with  orders  to 

make  me,  with  my  uhole  family,  prifoners  ;  alfo  to 
feize  fuch  papers  as  he  fhould  chufe,  together  with 
mv  books  of  accompt. 

“  I  expoftulated  with  him,  and  reprefented  the 
diftrefs  which  his  execution  of  fuch  unaccountable 
orders  would  inevitably  plunge  me,  as  I  muff  (but  up 
my  doors,  if  no  perfons  were  permitted  to  attend. 
He  ftationed  two  men  in  the  fhop,  with  ffridl  and 
pofitive  orders  not  to  fuller  any  perfon  to  quit  the 
houfe  till  he  fhould  give  them  further  inftrudtions. 

“  l  observed,  upon  looking  at  the  warrant,  that 
it  was  not  (as  1  underftood  warrants  executed  in  the 
city  ought  to  be)  figned  either  by  the  right  honourable 
the  Lord  Mayor,  or  fome  other  city  magiftrate. 

'  K  4  Mr. 


tb  c  c;  £  fig  ns  ofgovern  men  t  agai  n  ft  hi  m )  were 

iemed  by  theMeflengers.who  carried  them 

io  the  office  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  him,  for  the  prefent,  to  one  of  their 
own  houfes  in  Weftminfter.  About  four 
o  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day, 
he  was  carried  before  the  Earls  of  Egre- 
mont  and  Halifax  to  be  examined  ; 

t 

and. 


>vl. .  X,  a  Jon  replied,  It  is  not  neceffary ;  / /ball  pay 
no  regard  to  that  circumjiance  ;  but  infiji  upon  Lr 
immediate  obedience.  He  mftantly  took  three  of  my 
principal  accompt- books,  and  fuch  letters,  notes 
memorancums,  &c.  from  off  my  files,  as  bethought 
proper,  to  a  very  confiderable  number.  He  ordered 
C.arke,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attend  me  up  flairs 
and  examine  my  bureau,  and  all  places  where  papers 

Were  deP0^ted-  He  faithfully  executed  his  director’s 
com  manes,  exploring  the  contents  of  every  drawer 
prymg  into  my  cafh,  notes  of  hand,  draughts,  &c  '  ’ 
“  After  this  general  fearch,  the  whole  of  fuch 
articles  as  Mr .  XV  atton  thought  proper,  were  carried 
away,  as  alfo  my  father  and  feif.  My  books  and 
papers  were  immediately  carried  to  the  Secre- 
canes  of  State’s  office,  for  their  infpedlion.  In  the 
courfe  of  my  examination,  I  gave  their  Lordfliips 
as  much  information  as  was  confident  with  my  f,tu- 

f’0'!-  lhvEfrls  of  E§remont  and  Halifax; 
Meffieurs  Wood  and  Wefton,  Under  Secretaries 

™rg  VVebb>  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury,  and  Mr. 
otanhope,  Law-Clerk,  were  prefent. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont  was  pleafcd  to  obferve 
my  own  jenfe  mujt  inform  me,  the  objefi  of  their 
rejentment  was  the  Author,  not  the  Publijher.  The 

Earl 


and,  without  being  put  upon  his  oath,  he 
told  them  many  things,  particularly, 
that  Mr.  Charles  Churchill  re¬ 
ceived  the  profits  arifing  from  the  fale  of 
the  North  Briton;  that  one  Mr.  Balfe,  in 
the  Old  Bailey,  was  the  Printer;  and  that 
Mr.  Wi  lkes,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
theAuthor,  gave  orders  for  the  printing.* 
Of  this  laft  fadi,  (the  giving  orders)  there 
was  fufficient  proof  found  among  his  pa¬ 
pers,  as  afterwards  appeared  upon  the 
trial  of  Mr.  VVilkes,  when  government 

Earl  of  Halifax  joined  his  Lordfhip  in  this  declaration. 
Mr.  VV  ebb  added,  you  mud  return  to  Mr.  Watfon’s 
houfe.” 

He  was  relcafed  upon  bail,  after  eleven  days  con¬ 
finement. 

*  However,  it  afterwards  appeared  upon  his  trial 
from  the  evidence  of  Jchndon,  another  Bookfeller, 
who  was  privy  to  feme  matters  concerning  the  North 
Briton,  that  it  had  been  agreed  between  Kearfly  and 
his  Employer,  that  he  Ihould  give  up  the  author,  if 
neccjfary  \  and  that  the  opinion  of  council  fhould  be 
taken  upon  each  number  before  it  went  to  the  prefs. 
T  his  latter  condition  was  a  very  improper  one  ;  for 
in  politics  it  is  remarkable  that  lawyeis,  of  all  others, 
are  the  word:  perfons  to  confult  with.  There  is  in 
them  a  bias  cf  callings  as  the  Marquis  of  Halifax  calls 
it,  that  is  unfavourable  to  that  freedom  and  ingenuity 
of  ideas  which  matters  of  this  fort  particularly  re¬ 
quire  to  the  right  difcuilion  of  them. 


did 
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did  not  hefitate  to  make  ufe  of  this  evi¬ 
dence  fo  infamoufly  and  ill egallyobtained, 
particularly  aletterwas  produced  and  read 
from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Kearily,  con- 

m 

taining  directions  for  printing  one  of  the 
numbers  of  the  North  Briton,  which  was 
pretended  to  be  the  Forty-fifth,  becaufe  it 
contained  two  iheets,as  the  letterdireded, 
though  there  was  another  North  Briton 
which  was  likewife  two  fheets,  and  was 
number  45  alfo  :  and  to  this  day  there  is 
no  pofitive  evidence  of  Mr.  Wilkes  be¬ 
ing  the  author  of  that  paper.  Kearily 
ligned  his  information,  and  upon  it  Balfe 
thePrinter  was  immediately  apprehended, 
who  made  no  lefs  than  the  eight-and  for¬ 
tieth  perfon  feized  by  this  famous  war¬ 
rant  :  in  his  examination,  which  was  that 
evening,  he  faid  much  to  the  fame  effeCt 
as  Kearily.  In  confequence  of  thefe  in¬ 
formations,  neither  of  which,  the  reader 
will  obferve,  was  upon  oath,  orders  were 
given  to  feize  Mr.  Wilkes;  and  the 
fame  general  and  illegal  warrant,  which 
had  been  twice  returned  into  the  office, 
was  now  fent  out  a  third  time.  By  thefe 

returns 
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returns  this  famous  warrant  had  already 
done  more  than  its  duty,  and  therefore  it 
was  clearly  funffius  officio .  Every  com¬ 
mon  Juftice  of  Peace  knows,  that  to  ap¬ 
prehend  Mr.  Wilkes,  another  warrant 
fhoula  have  been  iflued;  and  it  is  certain 
that  Lord  Halifax,  when  giving  orders 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
thought  it  neceflary,  and  intended  to  put 
Mr.  Wilkes's  name  in  the  propofed  new 
warrant;  but  was  prevented  by  the  Crown 
Lawyers,  three  of  whom  were  prefen t, 
viz.  Mr.  Yorke,  the  Attorney  General  ; 
Mr.  Norton,  the  Solicitor  General ;  and 
Mr.  Webb,  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury, 
who  did  not  think  another  warrant  at  all 
neceflary;  and  as  to  the  naming  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  Mr. 
Webb  faid,  it  was  better  7iot . 

At  this  congrefs  of  the  Crown  Law¬ 
yers,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
delivered  their  opinions  in  writing.  “That 
the  North  Briton,  number  45,  was  an 
“  infamous  andfeditious  libel,  tending  to 
“  inflame  the  minds,  and  alienate  the  n f- 
1  *  tli^^  people  from  his  Ma- 

“  jefty, 
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**  jefty,  and  excite  them  to  traiterous  in- 
u  iurredlions  againft  his  government.” 
And  they  further  declared,  “  That  the 
“  publication  of  a  libel,  being  a  breach 

of  the  peace,  is  not  a  cafe  of  privilege  ; 
<(  and  that  Mr.  Wilkes  might  be  com- 
c<  mitted  to  any  prifon,  upon  the  evidence 
C{  laid  before  the  Secretaries  of  State.” 
Surely  thefe  Lawyers  were  ignorant  that 
the  informations  laid  before  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  were  not  taken  upon  oath.  It 
was  likewife  affirmed  in  all  the  public 
news-papers,  by  the  defenders  of  the 
adminiftration,  that  the  late  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  who  was  then  alive,  had  de¬ 
clared  his  opinion  to  be,  “  That  the 
‘‘  publication  of  a  libel  was  a  breach  of 
“  the  peace,  and  therefore  not  a  cafe  of 
s<  privilege.” 

Thus  it  happened  by  the  interpofition 
of  the  Lawyers,  that  the  General  War¬ 
rant,  of  the  26th  of  April,  was  the  Mef- 
fengers  authority  forfeizingMr. Wilkes, 
although  the  informations  againft  him 
were  not  taken  until  the  29th.  And  in 
•rder  to  make  this  breach  of  law,  and 
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every  Englifliman’s  fecurity,  the  more 
wanton  and  flagrant,  they  had  verbal  or¬ 
ders  fromLordEcREMONT,  to  force  open 
his  home  at  midnight,  and  to  feize  his 
perfon,  together  with  all  his  papers.  But 
whether  felf-prefervation,  or  a  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  legality  of  fuch  procedure,  or 
what  other  caule,  is  not  material,  certain 
it  is,  the  vvifer  Meflengers  delayed  the  ex- 
cution  of  the  warrant  until  next  morning; 
and  not  even  then  daring  to  enter  the 
houfe  by  violence,  they  waited  a  confide- 
rable  time  in  the  ftreet  for  an  opportunity 
of  getting  in,  when  the  door  Ihould  be 
opened.  Mr.  Wilkes  had  very  early 
that  morning  gone  into  the  city,  of  which 
circumftance  it  is  probable  theMeflengers 
had  been  informed  ;  for  as  he  was  coming 
home,  one  of  them,  named  Watfon,  ar- 
refted  him  at  his  own  door.  Mr.  Wilkes 
demanded  to  fee  the  warrant,  and  not 
finding  his  name  in  it,  nor  any  defcription 
of  his  perfon,  nor  even  one  word  which 
might  allude  to  him, more  than  any  other 
man,  he  refufed  to  obey  it.  The  other 

Meflengers  immediately  enteredthe  houfe, 

and 


* 
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and  took  pofiefiion  of  it.  At  this  inftailt 
a  perfon  with  whom  he  had  tome  ac¬ 
quaintance,  happening  to  call  upon  him, 
they  talked  together  a  few  moments  in 
one  of  the  parlours,  in  the  fight,  but  not  in 
the  hearing  of  fome  of  the  Mefiengers ; 
who,  contrary  to  their  ufual  caution  upon 
thefe  occafions,  fuffered  the  perfon  to  go 
out.  He  went  immediately  to  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  informed  his  Lordfhip  of  what 
was  pafiing  at  Mr.WiLKEs’s,particular!y 
of  the  obvious  illegality  of  the  warrant. 
His  Lordfbip  was  greatly  furprized,  and 
went  immediately  toWeftminfter.  Find¬ 
ing  the  Mefiengers  in  pofifefiion  of  Mr_ 
Wilkes’s  houfe,  he  defired  to  fee  their 
warrant,  and  being  inftantly  ftruck  with 
its  notorious  illegality,  he  afked  them, 
why  they  did  not  go  and  feize  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  the  Lord  Prefident,  and 
take  pofifefiion  of  their  houfes,  fince  the 
warrant  might  as  well  be  ferved  upon  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  as  upon  Mr.  W  ilkes.  1  o 
which  they  anfwered,  that  they  had  ver¬ 
bal  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

where  to  go,  and  that  they  had  been  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  to  forcibly  enter  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe,  and  drag  him  out  of  bed  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  to  feize  all  his  papers.  Such 
inhuman  orders  for  the  commidion  of 
fuch  wanton  and  unneceflary  outrages, 
mud  undoubtedly  have  fhocked  hisLord- 
fhip,  as  they  did  the  whole  public  after- 
M aids,  and  determined  him  to  exert  his 
utmod  eftoi ts  in  behalr  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  thus  mahcioudy  and 
trampled  upon,  by  the  infolence 
of  office,  and  a  new  erefted  fpecies  of 
tyranny.  And  it  is  further  remarkable, 
that,  for  not  obeying  thefe  inhuman  or¬ 
ders,  the  Meffiengers  were  afterwards 
threatened  with  dilmiffion  from  their 
places.  Lord  Temple  immediately  went 

toWeftminfter- hall, and  theCourtofCom- 


mon  Pleas  being  then  fitting,  a  writ  ol 
Habeas  Corpus  was  moved  for,  and  order¬ 
ed  to  iffiue  as  foon  as  poffible. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  gentlemen, 
friends  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  being  informer 
that  the  King’s  Meffiengers  had  entered 
Ins  houfe,  went  direcftly  to  his  affiffiar.ee 
As  to, Mr. Wilkes  himfclf, having  refulid 

o 


to 


i 


'!■ 


rt 
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to  obey  the  warrant,  the  Mefiengers  forced 
him  into  a  chair,  and  he  was  carried  by 
violence  to  Lord  HALiFAx’s,where  Lord 
EGREMONTattended,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  his  examination.  Their  Lordfhips 
alked  him  leveral  queftions,  to  all  which 
he  made  not  the  leaft  anfwer ;  and  the 
few  words  he  did  fay  in  that  critical  mo¬ 
ment, tended  chiefly  to  treat  their  ufurped 
and  illegal  authority  with  the  contempt  it 
juftly  merited.  He  however  informed 
their  Lordlhips  of  the  orders  a&ually  gi¬ 
ven  by  tne  Court  of  Common  x  leas  for 
his  Habeas  Corpus.  And  John  Walsh* 
and  Richard  Hopkins,  Eiqrsj  likewife 
informed  Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Lovel 
Stanhope,  Law-Clerk  to  the  Secreta¬ 
ries,  of  fuch  orders  being  given  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  that  the 
writ  was  directed  to  Watfon  and  Black- 
more,  the  two  Meflengers  who  then  had 
Mr.WiLKES  in  cuftody.Notwithftanding 
thefe  informations,  yet  did  the  Secretaiics 
of  State  fhift  him  into  the  hands  of  other 
Meflengers,  and  fign  his  commitment  to 

o  *  * 


the 


3 


(  *5 3  ) 


the  Tower,  *  refolving  by  that  means  to 
evade  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus ;  and  in 
order  to  make  that  evafion  as  certain  as 


*  The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  warrant  of 
commitment : 

Charles  earl  of  Egremont  and  GeorgeDunk 
earl  of  Halifax  lords  of  his  majefty’s  moffc 
honourable  privy  council  and  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  Late. 

Thefe  are  in  his  majeffy’s  name  to  authorife  an  i 
require  you  to  receive  into  your  cuftody,  the 
body  of  John  Wilkes,  ef.  herewith  fent  you  lor 
being  the  author  and  publifher  of  a  raoft  infa¬ 
mous  and  feditious  libel  intitled  the  North 
Briton  number  45  tending  to  inflame  the  minds 
and  alienate  the  aftedfions  of  the  people  from  his 
majefty  and  to  excite  them  to  traiterous  infur- 
redtions  asainfi:  the  government.  And  to  keep 
him  fafe  and  Clofe  until  he  fhafl  bedehvered  by 
due  co uric  of  law  and  for  fo  doing  this  (hall  be 
your  warrant.  Given  at  St.  James's  the  30  day 
of  April  1763  in  the  third  year  of  his  majefty’s 
reign 

figned 


Egremont  L.  S. 


To  the  right  hon.  John  Lord 


Berkeley  ofStratton  conftable^/  Dunk  Halifax  L.  S. 


of  his  majefty’s  Tower  of 
London  or  to  the  lieutenant 
of  the  faid  Tower  or  his  de- 
puty. 


The  reader  will  obferve,  that  this  warrant  differs 
fromthe  other  in  itsdefcription  of  the  libel,  by  leaving 


JL 


out 
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poilible,  they  ordered  him  to  be  kept  a 
iaie  and  cloie  prifoner. 

Tins  infolent  method  of  evading  tlie  a^f 
of  Habeas  Coipus,  and  the  cruel  manner 
of  imprifonment,  were  two  of  the  moft 
wilful  and  dangerous  violations  of  the 
liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  which  the  pre¬ 
emption  of  man  had  ever  dared  to  com¬ 
mit.  ft  was  the  very  purpofe  of  that 
valuable  act,  to  prevent  fuch  evahons  of 
tL^  Haoeas  Corpus,  and  it  proceeded 
upon  great  experience  of  the  evil.  If 
what  was  pradtifed  in  this  cafe  is  differ'd 
to  take  place,  a  perfon  may  be  taken  up 
by  a  Meffenger  or  Ccnftable,  and  if  a 


out  the  word  treafonallc ;  the  Secretaries,  or  their 
.Lawyers,  upon  better  coniideration,  having  doubtlefs 
relolved  not  to  fupport  that  charge ;  and  likewife  in 
being  particular,  not  genera],  having  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
name  in  it ;  which  la  ft  circumftance  can  be  accounted 
tor,  only  by  fuppofing  they  began  to  be  afraid  of  the 
fmt  warrant’s  coming  into  the  King’s  Courts  of  Tuf- 
tice,  and  therefore  they  refolved  to  cover  it  with 
pus  particular  and  ulterior  one.  But  notwithftand- 
ingtbeie  amendments,  yet  it  proceeds  from  no  charge 
upon  oath,  nor  is  it  in  any  refpe<a  like  the  warrant 
of  a  magistrate  ;  in  which  capacity  the  Secretaries  of 

otate  are  fuppofed  to  have  added  throughout  this  whole 
bulinels. 
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Vv iii  uf  habeas  Corpus  is  ifiaed,  directed 
to  him,  he  may,  before  it  is  ferved  upon 
him,  put  his  prifoner  in  a  gaol;  the 
Keeper  of  that  prifon  may,  before  a  new 
writ  reaches  him,  deliver  him  over  to 
another,  and  fo  the  prifoner  may  be  car¬ 
ried  through  all  the  prilons  in  England, 
before  the  law  can  bring  his  body  into  a 
Court  of  J uftice ;  and  if  at  laft  he  is  lent 
into  remote  counties,  where  twenty  days 
are  allowed  for  a  return  to  the  writ,  he 
may  fuffer  an  imprifonment  long  enough 
to  punifh  any  real  offence  that  is  not  ca¬ 
pital,  and  to  gratify  the  mod  fanguine 

refentment  of  a  Minifter,  before  the 

•  '  * 

King’s  Judges  know  for  what  he  is  im- 
prifoned.  To  enumerate  the  mifehievous 
conlequences  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  the 
practicability  of  which  the  faCt  proves, 
or  to  fliew  that  it  requires  an  exemplary 
correction  to  check  the  practice,  would 
be  labour  loft  j  the  thing  fpcaks  for  itfelf; 
and  therefore  it  is  matter  of  real  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  there  has  not  yet  been  found 
virtue  enough  to  bring  it  before  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  Parliament,  where  it  ought 

L  2  aa  1 
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and  certainly  would  undergo  a  warm 
animadverfion,  and  a  fevere  cenfure. 

The  fa dt  of  clofe  imprifonment  was 
another  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubjecft,  and  likewife  merits  a  ftridt  and 
conftitutional  enquiry,  -together  with  a 
itrong  and  exemplary  cenfure.  It  was  a 
cruelty  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  modern 
hiltory  of  this  country  i  even  the  ever— 
memorable  commitment  of  the  Seven  Bi- 
ihops  did  not  venture  to  enjoin  clofe  im- 
prifonment.  A  man  in  this  country  is  not 
to  be  confined  a  clofe  prifoner,  that  is,  de¬ 
barred  the  ufe  of  paper,  pens  and  ink,  and 
the  fight  of  every  perfon  whatever  but  his 
Keeper.  This  is  a  cruelty  pra&ifed  only  in 
the  Baftile.  The  law  of  England  permits 
no  fuch  grievance  ;  particularly  and  moft 
efpecially  in  fuch  an  undefined  and  party 
crime  as  a  public  Libel ;  which,  taken  at 
worft,  is  a  bailable  offence ;  and  there  was 
very  refpedfable  bail  ready  to  be  given. 
Therefore  this  clofe  confinement  was  not 
only  unneceffary  but  unlawful, and  another 
moft  wanton  and  malignant  violation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  and  an  unpar¬ 
donable 
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donable  breach  of  the  privileges  of  Par¬ 
liament.* 

Had  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  been 
obeyed,  the  Meffengers  mult  have 
brought  Mr.  Wilkes  with  their  warrant 
before  the  Court,  and  it  cannot  be  ima¬ 
gined  that  a  warrant  which  neither  named 
nor  defcribed  any  body,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  fufficient  authority  for  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  TheMcl- 
fensers  in  their  return,  could  only  alfert, 

O 

that  they  arrcjled  him  under  that  warrant ; 
they  could  not  in  fuch  return  add,  that 
Mr.  W i  lkes  was  cither  Author,  Printer, 

*  “  Under  what  law,  or  colour  of  law,  could 
he  be  committed  to  clofe  confinement  ( arfta  cujlodia ) 
upon  the  charge  of  a  Libel  only  ?  Another  very 
great  and  important  point  for  a  conflitutional  inquiry  ! 
is  a  man,  charged  only  with  writing  and  publifhing 
a  Libel,  to  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  at  once,  and  fo 
{hut  up  in  gaol,  that  no  friend  is  to  have  it  in  hns 
power  to  come  near  him  ?  Will  not  common  con¬ 
finement  be  fufficeint  cuftody  in  fuch  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  when  charged  only,  and  that  ex  officio ,  and 
before  one  tittle  of  proof  be  given,  and  this  too  in 
the  cafe  of  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  England  ?  I  cannot  help  faying,  I  am  fur- 
prized  that  this  la  ft  point  has  never  been  agitated  ;  for 
it  feems  to  me  to  be  of  very  great  confequence.” 
— - Candor  Junior . 
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or  Pub! i(Lcr  of  the  North  Briton.  As  the 
Court  could  not  prefume  guilt,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  the  warrant  itfelf  could  be  pro¬ 
ducts,  and  no  fupplemental  evidence 
received  to  drew  the  relation  it  had  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  can  a  doubt  be  entertained 
*hat  the  Court  would  have  djfcharged 
sum  ?  7  lie  officers  of  the  Crown  feem  to 

have  been  aware  (and  indeed  one  would 
wonder  if  they  could  have  been  other  wife) 
ci  this  notorious  illegality,  by  their  taking 
luch  ipecial  care  not  to  buffer  the  general 
warrant  to  appear  in  the  courts  of  law, 
^nd  iOi  gi  eater  fecurity  in  this  particular, 
abfolutely  burying  the  prifoner  in  a 
military  jail,  although  the  warrant  had 

promifed  he  fbould  be  dealt  with  accord¬ 
ing  to  law. 

Mean  time  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe  was 
plundered  and  ranfacked  in  every  part. 
As  foon  as  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had 
been  applied  for  in  We  fan  in  her  Flail,  fe- 
veral  gentlemen  who  were  by  this  time 
acquainted  with  the  affair,  particularly 
M r.  v / a l s h , Mr.  H opki ns,  Mr. Cotes, 
Mr.  Gakdiner3  and  Mr, Philipps, came 

to 
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to  Mr.  Wilkes’s  to  inform  him  of  the 
writ,  but  they  were  refufed  admittance  by 
the  Meffengers,  who  told  them  Mi. 
Wi  ljces  was  earned  to  LordliALiF ax  s; 
and  that  verbal  orders  had  been  given  by 
Mr.  Wood,  at  that  time  Lord  Egre- 
mont’s  Secretary,  to  admit  nobody.  It 
came  out  afterwards,  that  Mr.  Wood  had 
been  lent  to  haften  the  execution  of  the 
warrant.  They  treated  thefe  orders  with 
the  contempt  they  deferve,  and  without 
further  refiftance  entered  the  houfe.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  Mr.  Wilkes  was  taken 
from  his  houfe,  Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr.  Lo¬ 
vell  Stanhope,  Law  Clerk  to  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State,  came  to  the  Mefiengers 
who  were  in  polieilion  of  the  houlc,  and 
afked  one  of  them,  “  whether  he  had  got 
<<  the  keys  of  the  rooms  where  the  papers 
“  were;”  and  being  anfwered,  “  he  had 
“  the  key  of  the  ftudy,”  they  went  away  ; 
as  did  alfo  Mr.  Webb  who  had  followed 
them.  In  a  little  time  after,  Mr.  Wood 
returned,  in  confequence,  as  is  fuppofed, 
of  an  intimation  from  fome  of  the  Meffen- 

L  4  gers. 
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gers,  that  feveral  of  Mr.  W,  lke  s's  frie„ds 

^ae  “!'red  the  ,ho"fc-  reprimands 
-»e  Meffengers  for  having  admitted  them 

™  landed  of  the  gentlemen  <•  how 

■  they  dared  to  defy  the  order,  or  qneffion 

tne  authority  of  a  Secretary  of  Stated’ 

At  thatinftant  came  Lord  Temple  from 

U  eftm, after  Hall,  and  foon  after  fome 

warm  altercations  arofe,  concerning  the 

wanton  and  malicious  violations  of  the 

rights  of  the  fubjed,  the  contempt  of 

aW’  andthe  utter  illegality  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  In  a  few  moments  Mr 

T  TTf  ;  and  "  th°rouSh  fearch 

ot  the  whole  houfe  was  immediately  be 
gun.  When  this  (hocking  bufinefs  was 
ncaity  fimfhed,  information  was  brought 
to  the  Noble  Lord,  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  that  moment  conveyed  to  the  Tower, 
notwithstanding  the  Secretaries  of  State 
haa  been  fully  informed  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  being  granted  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas :  upon  which  his  Lord- 
5‘P  im mediately  followed  him  to  the 
x  ower>  ^ut  was  refufed  admittance  ;  the 

Tower 
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Tower  being  on  this  occafon  converted 
into  the  Baflile.  As  his  Lordihip  was 
leaving  Mr. Wilkes’s  houfe,  followed  by 
feveral  of  the  gentlemen  there, Mr.  W  ebb 
held  up  a  key,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  keys,  and  which 
Mr.  Wood  had  afterwards,  and  alked, 
“  Whether  any  of  them  were  willing  to 
“  fee  Mr.  Wilkes’s  papers  fealed  up?” 
but  none  of  them  chofe  to  be  fpedlators  of 
fo  cruel  and  infamous  a  tranfadlion.  Even 
Carrington,  theoldeft  and  mod  experien¬ 
ced  of  the  Melfengers,  had  doubts  con¬ 
cerning  this  part  of  the  proceeding ;  for 
he  fent  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  an  ex- 
prefs  meflage,  to  know,  “  Whether  all 
“  Mr.WiLKEs’spapers  were  to  befeized:” 
and  their  anfwer  was,  “  Yes,  ALL  !’’ 
rheiefore  every  repofitory  in  the  houfe 
was  examined  j  and  in  order  to  make  this 
inhuman  bufinefs  as  complete  as  poffible, 
a  Smith  was  fent  for,  who,  by  the  orders 
ofMr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  picked  fe¬ 
veral  locks  of  a  writing  defk.  When  every 
cabinet  and  every  drawer  had  been  fully 

explored. 
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explored,  all  his  papers,  together  with 
inch  other  things  as  the  Mefiengers,  who 
hadbeen  accuftomedto  this  kind  of  plun¬ 
der,  thought  fit  to  take,  were  promifcu- 
cufly  thrown  into  a  fack ;  and  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  fockst-book  clofed  the  mouth  of  it  ! 
Thefe  papers  were  not  carried  before  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  the  warrant  directed, 
but  beforeMr.ST  anhope  andMr.WEBB: 
io  that  a  very  material  part  of  the  illegal 
authority,  which  the  Secretaries  of  State 
had  ufurped,  they,  in  as  illegal  a  manner, 
delegated  to  others,  And  to  the  barbarity 
of  thus  expofing  them  to  the  prying  eyes 
of  Clerks  and  Lawyers,  was  added,  the 
wanton  malice  of  making  articles  of  in¬ 
telligence  of  many  parts  of  them  for  the 
public  news-papers.  And  particularly  in 
a  collection  of  warrants,  and  other  office 
precedents,  which  Mr.  Weeb  foon  after¬ 
wards  cauled  to  be  printed,  and  which 
printingjob  he  gave  toMr.Balfe,to  whom 
other  offers  were  made  in  expectation  o^ 
his  becoming inftrumental  in  theintended 

O 

conviction  of  Mr.  Wilkes  5  was  a  fcan- 

dalous 


dalous  note,  exploring  the  contents  of 
fome  of  thefe  papers,  although  they  did 
not  bear  the  mod;  diftant  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  government. 

During  the  three  fir  ft  days  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  confinement  in  the  Tower,  he 
was,accordingto  the  tenor  of  the  warrant, 
kept  a  fafe  and  clofe  prifoner,  no  perfon 
whatfoever  (except  his  Keeper)  being  al¬ 
lowed  to  fee  orfpeak  with  him.  Ilis  bro¬ 
ther,  and  feveral  noble  perfons,  were  rc- 
neatedly  refufed  \  as  were  likewife  his 
Council  and  Solicitor  many  times,  who 
came  to  confult  him  about  the  legal  me¬ 
thods  to  be  purfued  for  his  enlargement. 
MajorRAiNSFORD, Deputy  Lieutenant  of 
theTower,  declared  to  Mr.  Gardiner, 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Council,  and  to 

*  9 

Mr.  Beardmore,  then  his  Attorney, 
“  That  fuch  were  his  orders  from  the 

Secretaries  of  State,  which  he  durlt 
<c  not  depart  from.” 

The  Major  of  the  garrhon,  in  whofe 
cuflody  Mr.WiLKES  was, like  a  good  of¬ 
ficer,  literally  obeyed  the  orders  he  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
which  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  note  *. 

On  Monday,  May  the  2d,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  ordered  a  return  to 
their  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  ;  but  the 
return  made,  which  was  only  this, 
*s  That  they  had  him  not  in  their  cus¬ 
tody,”  was  not  allowed  by  the  Court  to 
be  a  fufficient  one ;  yet  the  infufficiency 
of  it  prevented  that  enquiry  into  the 

caufe  of  confinement,  which  the  Habeas 

* 

Corpus  ail  requires  to  be  made.  Ano¬ 
ther  writ  was  therefore  moved  for  and 
granted.  In  confequence  of  this  fecond 

*  Orders  ijfued  by  the  lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
"Tower ,  r effecting  the  detention  of  John  Wilkes ,  Efq ; 

That  the  warders  appointed  to  keep  a  clofe 
prifoner,  (hall  not  prefume  to  leave  him  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  alone,  either  night  or  day,  or  to  change  their 
duty  with  other  warders,  but  by  particular  leave  or 
order  from  the  conftable,  lieutenant,  deputy  lieute¬ 
nant,  or  in  their  abfence  the  major  of  the  Tower. 

They  are  to  permit  no  perfon  to  have  admit¬ 
tance  into  the  room  he  is  confined  in,  or  to  fpeak  to 
him,  but  by  a  particular  order  brought  them  by  the 
major  or  gentleman  goaler.” 

The  Major  had  likewife  a  written  order,  to  take 
down  the  names  of  all  perfons  who  applied  for  ad¬ 
mittance  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 


writ, 
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writ,  Mr.  Wi  lkes  was  next  morning 
brought  before  the  Court,  where  he  made 
a  fpeech,  which  the  reader  will  fee  in 
the  note,*  and  after  his  cafe  had  been 
argued,  he  was  remanded  to  the 
Tower,  the  Court  chafing  to  take  time 
to  confider  of  it,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  up  again  on  theFriday  following: 
at  the  fame  time  the  Court  ordered,  that 
all perfons  rhould  have  free  accefs  to  him. 

During 

s  Mr.  Wilkes’*  Speech  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleasy  on  Piujday  May  the  jd,  1763. 

My  Lord, 

<c  I  feel  myfelf  happy  to  be  at  lafh  brought  before 
a  Court,  and  before  Judges,  whofe  charatfferifHc 
is  the  love  of  Liberty.  I  have  many  humble  thanks 
to  return  for  the  immediate  order  you  were  pleafed 
to  iflue,  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  laying  my 
grievances  before  you.  They  are  of  a  kind  hitherto 
unparallelled  in  this  free  country,  and,  I  truft,  the 
confequences  will  teach  Miniftcrs  of  Scottifh  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  principles,  that  the  Liberty  of  an  Englilh 
fubjedl  is  not  to  be  fported  away  with  impunitv,  in 
th  is  cruel  and  defpotic  manner. 

44  I  am  accufed  of  being  the  author  of  the  North 
Briton,  No.  45.  I  (hall  only  remark  upon  that  pa¬ 
per,  that  it  takes  all  load  of  accufation  from  the  facred 
name  of  a  Prince,  whofe  family  I  love  and  honour, 
as  the  glorious  defenders  of  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  and 
whofe  perfonal  qualities  are  fo  amiable,  greai,  and 
refpedtablc,  that  lie  is  defervedly  the  idle  of  his  peo¬ 
ple. 
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During  this  interval,  he  was  difmiffed 
from  his  poll  of  Colonel  of  the  Bucking- 
h am (1  lire  militia,  which  although  a  very 
natural  and  an  expedled  mark  of  the 
Royal  difpleafure,  was  not,  at  this  critical 
moment,  a  very  proper  one  :  for  the 
neceffary  courfe  to  be  purfued  in  his  cafe, 
or  in  the  language  of  Lawyers,  the  firffc 
procefs  of  the  law,  was  clearly  fub  judice, 
and  before  the  King’s  Judges;  therefore 

pie.  It  is  the  peculiar  fafhion  and  crime  of  thefe 
times,  and  of  thofe  who  hold  high  Miniderial  offi¬ 
ces  in  government,  to  throw  every  odious  charge 
from  themfelves  upon  Majefty.  The  author  of  this 
paper,  whoever  he  may  be,  has,  upon  conliitutional 
principles,  done  dire£lly  the  reverfe,  and  is  therefore 
in  me,  the  fuppofed  author,  meant  to  be  perfecuted 
accordingly.  X he  particular  cruelties  of  my  treat¬ 
ment,  worfe  than  if  1  had  been  a  Scottifli  Rebel, 
this  Court  will  hear,  and  I  dare  fay,  from  your 
juftice,  in  due  time  redrefs. 

“  I  may,  perhaps,  ftill  have  the  means  left  me 
to  fhew  that  I  have  been  fuperior  to  every  temptation 
of  corruption.  I  hey  may,  indeed,  have  flattered 
themfelves,  that  when  they  found  corruption  could 
not  prevail,  perlecution  might  intimidate.  I  will 
fhew  myfelf  fuperior  to  both.  My  papers  have  been 
feized,  perhaps  with  a  hope  the  better  to  deprive 
me  of  that  proof  of  their  meannefs,  and  corrupt  pro¬ 
digality,  which  it  may  poffiblv,  in  a  proper  place,  be 
yet  in  my  power  to  give.' 


fach 
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fuch  difmifiion  was  at  leaf!  precipitate 
and  might  have  tended  to  influence  or 
intimidate  fome  Judges  ;  but  fortunately 
for  the  Rights  of  Englilhmen,  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  man  upon  the  bench,  who 
was  above  intimidation  in  a  juft  caufe, 
and  who  would  not,  at  the  expence  of 
Public  Liberty,  purchafe  the  fmilcs  of  a 
Court,  nor,  from  a  faithful  difchanre  of 

o 

his  duty,  dread  the  frowns  of  it. 

On  Friday,  May  the  6th,  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  again  brought  before  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and,  by  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  the  whole  Court,  was  dif- 
charged,  upon  his  claim  of  privilege  as  a 
Member  of  the  IJoufe  of  Commons. 
He  made  two  fpecches  on  this  occafion, 
which,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  at  length,  the  reader  will  find  ill 
the  note  — But  notwithftanding  this 

deter- 

*  Mf-  Wilkes’*  Speech  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleas,  on  Friday  Alay  the  6th,  1763. 

<c  My  Lord, 

“Par  be  it  from  me  to  regret  that  I  have  parted 
fo  many  more  days  in  captivity,  as  it  will  have  af¬ 
forded  you  an  opportumty  of  doing,  upon  mature 
rc.  e  tion,  a  :d  repeated  examination,  the  more  fumal 

jullice 
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determination  of  the  Court,  he  was,  a, 

few 

juftice  to  my  country.  The  liberty  of  all  Peers  and 
Gentlemen,  and,  what  touches  me  more  fenfibly,  of 
all  the  middling  and  inferior  clafs  of  people,  who 
ft  and  moft  in  need  of  protection,  is  in  my  cafe  this 
day  to  be  finally  decided  upon  :  a  queftion  of  fuch 
importance  as  to  determine  at  once  whether  Englifh 
liberty  be  a  reality  ora  fihadow.  Your  own  freeborn 
hearts  will  feel  with  indignation  and  companion,  all 
that  load  of  oppreffion  under  which  I  have  fo  long 
laboured.  Clofe  imprifonment,  the  effect  of  pre¬ 
meditated  malice  :  all  accefs  for  more  than  two  days 
denied  to  me  :  my  houfe  ranfacked  and  plundered  : 
my  moft  private  and  fecret  concerns  divulged  :  every 
vile  and  malignant  infinuation,  even  of  high  treafon 
itfelf,  no  lefs  induftrioufly  than  falfely  circulated,  by 
my  cruel  and  implacable  enemies,  together  with  all 
the  various  infolence  of  office,  form  but  a  part  of  my 
unexampled  ill-treatment.  Such  inhuman  principles 
of  ftar-chamber  tyranny  will,  I  truft,  by  this  Court, 
upon  this  folemn  occafion,  be  finally  extirpated,  and 
henceforth  every  innocent  man,  however  poor  and 
unfupported,  may  hope  to  fleep  in  peace  and  fecurity 
in  his  own  houfe,  unviolated  by  King’s  meffengers, 
and  the  arbitrary  mandates  of  an  overbearing  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State. 

“  I  will  no  longer  delay  your  juftice.  The  nation 
is  impatient  to  hear,  nor  can  be  fafe  or  happy,  till 
that  is  obtained.  If  the  fame  perfecution  is,  after  all, 
to  carry  me  before  another  Court,  I  hope  I  fhall  find 
that  the  genuine  fpirit  of  Magna  Charta,  that  glorious 
inheritance,  that  diftinguifhing  charadleriftic  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  is  as  jeligioufly  revered  there ,  as  I  know  it 
is  herey  by  the  great  perfonages  before  whom  I  have 
nov/  the  happinefs  to  (land  ;  and  (as  in  the  ever-rnemo- 
rable  cafe  of  the  imprifoned  Bijhops)  that  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Jury  of  free-  born  Englishmen,  will  perfift  to 

detcr- 
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lew  days  afterwards  ferved  with 


a  Sub¬ 
poena, 


determine  my  fate,  as  in  confcience  bound,  upon 
conftitutional  principles,  by  a  verdiCt  of  guilty  or  nit 
guilty .  1  afk  no  more  at  the  hands  oi  my  coun « 

try  men .  ” 

After  which  the  Court  proceeded  to  give  their 
opinion  : 

The  return  being  read,  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  (the 
Defendant’s  Counfel)  prayed  it  might  be  filed,  which 
was  ordered  accordingly  ;  and  then  he  took  two 
exceptions  to  it,  and  fubmitted  further,  that  the 
Defendant  being  a  Member  of  Parliament,  was 
intitled  to  his  privilege,  and  ought  for  that  realon  2lone 
to  be  difcharged. 

After  folemn  argument  at  the  bar,  and  time  taken 
for  confideration,  the  Chief  Jufiice  delivered  the 
refolution  of  the  Court  (which  was  unanimous)  to 
the  following  effect. 

Pratt  Ch.  Juft.  cc  When  this  return  was  read, 
my  brother  Glynn ,  Counfel  for  Mr.  Wilkes ,  made 
two  objections  to  it:  and  tho’  thufe  fhould  fail  him, 
he  infilled  that  Mr.  Wilkes ,  from  the  nature  of  Jus 
particular  ftation  and  character,  as  being  a  Member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  was  intitled  to  privilege 
cf  Parliament,  and  ought  for  that  reafon  alone  to  be 
difcharged  from  his  prefenl  imprifonment.  To  begin 
with  the  objections.  The  firft  was  that  it  did  nor 
appear  by  the  warrant  that  Mr.  Wilkes  flood  charged 
upon  any  evidence  with  being  the  Author  of  theLibel 
deferibed  in  the  warrant;  the  trucqueftion  arifing  upon 
this  objection  is,  whether  ftating  the  evidence  be 
effential  to  the  validity  of  the  warrant,  and  upon  this 
point  we  are  all  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  warrant  is 
good  ;  we  connder  the  Secretaries  in  the  light  of 
Common  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  they,  no  more  than 
anv  common  Juftices,  can  iffue  warrants  merely  cx 
officio.,  or  for  offences  within  their  private  knowledge, 
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poena,  requiring  his  appearance  to  an  in- 

for- 

being  in  thofe  cafes  rather  witnefles  than  magiftrates; 
-<ut  tho  this  be  admitted,  it  will  not  afFedl  the  pre- 
ient  queflion.  The  prefent  queftion  is,  whether  the 
1  ating  the  evidence  be  eflential  to  the  validity  of  the 
warrant;  no  authority  has  been  cited  by  the  defen¬ 
dant  s  Counfel  to  fhew  it.  Rudyard* s  cafe  in 
2,  l  ent) .  22.  was  indeed  referred  to,  but  upon  exa¬ 
mining  that  cafe,  it  does  not  apply.  The  commit¬ 
ment  there  was  a  commitment  in  execution,  and 
therefore  it  was  neceffary  in  that  cafe  to  ftate  the 
evidence.  It  was  urged  farther,  that  the  ground  of 
therJu(fices  jurifdiaion  refled  in  the  charge  by  wit- 
neiies,  and  it  it  was  otherwife,  every  man’s  liberty 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Juftices.  The  objec¬ 
tion  deferves  an  anfwer,  and  it  it  had  not  been  de~ 
ar mmed  before,  I  fhould  have  thought  it  very 
weighty  and  alarming  ;  but  it  has  been  fetded.  Before 
1  mention  the  cafe  where  it  was  folemnly  adjudged, 
1  would  ta^e  notice,  that  neither  my  Lord  Cokey 
.Lord  Hale,  or  Mr.  Hawkins ,  all  of  them  very  able 
w riters  upon  the  Crown  Law,  have  confidered  fuch 
a  charge  as  is  contended  for,  to  be  eflential.  In  the 
trial  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  tho’  they  were  committed 
upon  a  fimilar  warrant,  their  Counfel  did  not  take 
the  fame  objection.  In  referring  to  that  great  cafe,  I 
am  be  underftood  as  intending  to  give  any 

weight  to  the  determination  of  the  fudges  who  fat 
upon  the  Bench,  in  that  caufe ;  1  rely  only  on 
the  filenceof  the  Defendant’s  Counfel,  who  were  all 
of  them  Lovers  of  Liberty,  and  the  greateft  Lawyers 
of  that  age.  We  have  feen  precedents  of  commit¬ 
ments  returned  upon  Habeas  Corpus* s  into  the  King's 
Bench,  where  the  warrants  have  been  all  in  the  fame 
form,  and  no  fuch  objection  taken  ;  but  the  very 
point  was  determined  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  IV.  JVyndham , 

3  Vtn ,  Abr.  530,  535,  Stra.  2.  who  was  committed 
for  high  treafon  generally,  and  not  on  the  charge  of 

any 

0 
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formation  filed  againft  him  in  the  King’s 

Bench, 

any  body,  dated  in  the  commitment.  2.  Hawk, 
PL  Cr.  120.  Chap.  17.  Scft.  17.  refers  to  the  cafe  of 
Sir  TV.  IVyndham ,  and  fays  it  is  fafer  to  fet  forth  that 
the  party  is  charged  upon  oath,  but  that  is  not 
neceffary.  Thus  ftands  this  point  on  authorities. 
The  other  objection  was,  that  the  Libel  itfelf  ought 
to  have  been  fet  forth  in  hczc  verba  ;  but  upon  that 
point  too,  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  warrant  is 
good.  It  was  urged,  that  the  fpecific  caufe  of  de¬ 
tention  ought  to  be  ftated  with  certainty  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  a  man  be  committed  for  felony,  the  warrant 
muff  briefly  mention  the  fpccics  of  the  felony.  Now 
the  fpecies  of  every  offence  muff  be  collected  by  the 
Magiflrate  out  of  the  evidence,  but  he  is  not  bound 
to  fet  forth  the  evidence,  he  is  anfwerable  only  for 
the  inference  he  deduces  from  it.  As  to  a  libel,  the 
evidence  is  partly  internal  and  partly  external.  'The 
paper  itfelf  may  not  be  compleat  and  conclufive  evi¬ 
dence,  for  it  may  be  dark  and  unintelligible  without 
the  innuendoes ,  which  are  the  external  evidence. 
There  is  no  other  name  but  that  of  libel,  applicable 
to  the  offence  of  libelling,  and  we  know  the  offence 
fpecifically  by  that  name,  as  we  know  the  offences  of 
horfe-ffealing,  forgery,  &c.  bv  the  names  which  the 
law  has  annexed  to  them.  But  two  rcafons  were 
urged  why  the  evidence  ought  to  be  flated.  Fir  ft,  it  was 
laid 5  that  without  it  the  Court  cannot  jud^e  whether 
it  be  a  libel  or  not.  Ti.e  anfwcr  is,  that  the  Court 
ought  not,  in  this  proceeding,  to  give  any  judgment 
of  thatfort,  as  it  would  tend  to  prejudication,  to  take 
away  the  office  of  a  Jury,  and  to  create  an  improper 
influence.  The  other  reafon  was,  that  unlefs  the 
libel  be  ftated,  the  Court  cannot  be  able  to  determine 
on  the  quantity  of  bail.  I  anfwer,  that  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  is  the  only  neceflarv  rule 
in  bailing;  as  to  the  offence  of  a  libel,  it  is  an  high 
luifdemeanor,  and  good  bail  (having  regard  to  the 
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Bench,  by  Mr.  Yorke,  the  Attorny 

General* 

qualify  of  the  offender)  (hould  be  required,  but  if  the 
libel  itfelf  was  Rated,  we  could  have  no  other  mea¬ 
sure  of  bailing  than  this  ;  befides,  there  has  been  no 
cafe  fhewn  to  warrant  this  reafon,  and  it  was  not 
urged  in  the  cafe  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  but  then  it 
remains  to  be  confidered,  whether  Mr.  Wilkes  ought 
not  to  be  difcharged  ;  the  King’s  Counfel  have 
thought  fit  to  admit  that  he  was  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  and  we  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  it.  In  the  cafe  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  the  Court 
took  notice  of  their  privilege  from  their  description  in 
the  warrant,  in  the  prefent  cafe  there  is  no  fuit  de¬ 
pending  ;  here  no  writ  of  privilege  can  therefore 
iffue,  no  plea  of  privilege  can  be  received  :  It  refts, 
and  muft  reft  on  theadmiflion  of  the  Counfel  for  the 
Crown  ;  it  is  fairly  before  us  upon  that  ad  million, 
and  we  are  bound  to  determine  it.  In  Ld  Coke 
4.  Injl,  24,  25,  after  (hewing  that  privilege  of  Par¬ 
liament  is  conufable  at  common  lav/,  he  fays,  that 
privilege  generally  holds,  unlefs  it  be  in  three  cafes, 
viz,  7  reafon,  Felony,  and  the  Peace.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  have  recourfe  to  the  original  record, 
but  in  Cotton's  Abridgement ,  fol,  596,  you  will  find 
my  Lord  Coke  was  right.  The  cafe  I  would  refer 
to,  is,  that  of  William  Lake ,  9th  of  Henry  VI.  who 
being  a  Member’s  fervant,  and  taken  in  execution  for 
debt,  was  delivered  by  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  \  the  book  adds,  (and  for  that  purpofe  I  re¬ 
fer  to  it)  wherein  is  to  be  noted,  that  there  is  no  caufe 
to  arreft  any  fuch  man, but  forTreafon, Felony  and  the 
Peace.  In  the  trial  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  the  words 
“  the  Peace”  are  explained  to  mean  “  Surety  of  the 
Peace.”  In  the  cafe  of  the  King,  v.  Sir  Thomas  Cul¬ 
pepper ,  reported  in  12.  Mod,  108.  Lord  Holt,  fays, 
that,  whereas  it  is  faid  in  our  books,  that  Privilege 
of  Parliament  was  not  allowable  in  Treafon,  Felony, 
or  Breach  of  the  Peace,  it  muft  be  intended  where 
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General.  This  was  fuppofed  to  be  ano' 


tner 


furety  of  the  Peace  is  defired,  that  it  flu 11  not  protect 

a  man  a  gain  ft  a  Supphcavtt,  but  lt  holjJs  “TCf 
cafe  of 'Indiament,  Information  for  Breach  of  the 

Peace,  as  in  cafe  of  actions.  n ‘  t’c  , 

Tankerville,  a  few  years  ago,  whicn,  tho  „ 
ported  in  any  law  book,  is  upon  recor  11 
Lent,  it  was  held  that  bribery,  being  only  a  ««A«r- 
thc,  and  not  an  afiual,  breach  ot  the  peace,  Ihould 
not  ouft  him  of  his  privilege  ;  there  is  no  dfife.cnc 
between  the  two  houfes  of  •Parliament  in  relpeiSt  o 

privilege.  Theftatutesof  12  ^  lZ  mlL  \  c-  3-  “nd 
2  &  2  An.  c.  18.  fpeak  of  the  privilege  of  I  arliamei 

in  reference  not  to  one  Houfe  in  particular,  but  to 
both  houfes;  what  then  is  the  prefent  ca'e  r  Mr .U  tiles, 
a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  is  committed  lor 
being  the  author  and  publifher  ot  an  infamous  and 
feditious  Libel.  Is  a  Libel  ipfo  FaSlo  m  itfelf,  an  ac¬ 
tual  breach  of  the  peace?  Mr.  Dalton ,  in  his  fuj. tu 
of  the  Peace  ,fol.  289.  defines  a  Libel  a: ia  thing tend¬ 
ing  to  the  breach  of  the  peace.  In  Sir  baptifl  Htch  s 
cafe,  Hob.  224.  it  is  called  a  Provocation  to  a  breac.i 
of  the  peace.  In  Lev.  139.  The  King,  v.  Summers,  ,c 
was  held  to  be  an  offence  conufable  before  Julticcs, 
becaufe  it  tended  to  a  breach  ot  the  peace.  In  Hawk. 
PI.  Cor.  193.  cap.  73.  fe£l.  3-  it  is  called  a  thing  di- 
rcdlly  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  public  peace.  N ow , 
that  that  which  tends  only  to  the  breach  ot  the  peace, 
is  not  an  aflual  breach  of  it,  is  too  plain  a  proportion 
to  admit  of  argument.  But  it  it  was  admitted  that  a 
libel  was  a  breach  of  the  peace,  Hill  privilege  cannot 
be  excluded,  unlcfs  it  requires  furety  ot  the  peace  ;  and 
there  has  been  no  precedent  but  that  of  the  feven  Bi- 
fbops  cited  to  {hew  that  fureties  ot  the  peace  are  re- 
quirable  from  a  Libeller  ;  and  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
three  Judges  in  that  cafe,  it  only  ferves  to  fhew  the 
referable  ftate  of  Juiticc  in  tbofe  days.  Ally  bone ,  one 

of  the  three,  was  a  rigid  and  proiefted  Papitt  ;  l>  ngnt 
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tiler  brearJi  nf  fL  *  • « 

0j  lije  privileges  of  p.,r];^ 

ment.  °  drJia~ 

anJ  Holloway,  lam  much  afraid  , 

for  doing  jobs ;  and  Powell  th  ’  i  7°  p‘aced  there 
•<*  ec-u  ll,  S-vc  no  S  „  7  V  T"  ma"  “>»" 
an  abfurdity  to  demand  furetip  V  *?erhaPs  !t  implies 
Eibeller  ;  however,  what  was  d  ^  the  face  from  a 
feven  Biiliops,  J  am  bold  to  den°ne  <n  !r^e  caPe  of  the 
,  “  Upon  the  whole,  tho’  fe  .w?s  W 
fureties  of  the  peace  are  ren,  fm  drbe  admi'ted,  that 
/id]  his  privilege  of  Parliament  will  r- 

biro  d-a^d  and  rlS  Tel 

^urt  U 

My  Lorij, 

fion  which  ^cLr^vWt^tr^r ,y-bC  31  the  deci- 
Ceen  pleafcd  to  make  concerning"  °f  Ubmj'  has 
of  my  Perfon,  and  all  ilf  u  unwarr“’>table 
grievances,  allow  me  to  affirm 0the(  c°nfequential 
lefs  fenfibly  ,*  Wy  own  1°"  Tthf  1  ^  ^ 

he.  The  filtering*  of  a  n  in  dl  Z\ 1  d°  for  ih* P«6- 
jecl,  when  compared  with  hiZ  T  °  "W»*- 
blufh  to  feel  for  myMf\n  comt  ’’  and  1  <ho„ld 
tions  of  a  nature  fo  tranfcendentlZZ  W’tb  conflllera- 
“  I  will  not  trouble  you  , 

i  hanks  are  due  to  you  from  P00r  thanks  I 

and  from  all  the  fubjeds  of  the  nation> 

wt  1  be  paid  you  together  with  everf  f\ a  °Wn‘  TbeV 
and  affedion  to  learned  SnjeaJrZZ  °f  Zeal 
fo  ably  and  fo  conjlituticnalh  nilm.  /G,^nnJ  who  has 
mine  (with  plea  fare  I  ft?  :dnV«“fe,  and  i„ 
Every  teftimony  of  my  Zt  Ll  "t  °f  Liben>- 
and  I  take  leave  of  r/T  LlTtVhl  duet0^> 
refped,  which  no  time  can  obJ,tlrateVe,  eratl0n  and 
nroft  grateful  heart  fufficiently  exprS”"0"  ran  the 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


Re  fleams.  Lord  Temple  df approves  of  the 

'  acrimony  In  the  North  Briton.  Makes  a 

Mine! Ion  between  thefuppofed  crmmalty 
•  of  that  paper ,  and  the  public  caufe which 
it  gave  rife  to.  Determines  to  fupport 
that  public  caufe.  Is  difmijfed from  the 
lieutenancy  of  the  county  of  Bucks.  ^  is 
defer  ted  by  the  old  leaven  of  the  party  i 
who  pay  their  compliments  at  St.  James  s, 
and  enter  into  a  league  to  betray ,  am 
facrifice  the  Public  Liberty. 


THE  difeharge  of  Mr.  Wilkes 
from  his  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower,  furnifhed  new  matter  of  accu- 
fation  againft  the  Minifters ;  for  to  the 
many  wanton  and  malicious  violations  of 
the  liberty  of  the  Subject,  which  m  his 
cafe  had  been  committed,  was  now  ad¬ 
ded,  the  folemn  decifion  of  a  moft  fla¬ 
grant  and  dangerous  breach  ol  the  pi  iv 1_ 
leges  of  Parliament,  which  alone  would, 
in  fome  days,  have  been  lufficicnt  to 

M  4  ovcr' 
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Y  throw  the  firmed  Minifter  ,  and  this 

.  ,ence  was  more  ftrong,  as  the  r! 
chion  of  it  had  been  pronounced  in  one 

of  ,  7  ,king  S  fuPerior  Courfs*  ^  a  Judge 
gh  reputation,  with  the  confent  of 

h,C  three  other  judges,  and  after  time 
taken  to  confider  of  it. 

•  10  °n®  part  thefe  arbitrary  proceed - 

Y!  U)e  Pe°ple  0t  EnSland  were  inte- 
re  ted  As  a  general  warrant,  which  nam¬ 
ed  nobody,  might  have  extended  to  every 
body  and  as  the  abufes  and  cruelties  com¬ 
mitted  under  that  authority  might  have 
appeneo  to  any  othep  perfon,  as  well  as  to 

r  '  ^  1:lke  s,  if  the  Melfengers  had  been 
o  inclined  :  it  is  therefore  no  wonder  that 
the  whole  kingdom  inftantly  became  a- 
larmed,  and  that  every  man  began  to  con- 
iider  the  cafe  as  his  own.  In  another  part- 
tne  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 


ment  were  effentially  concerned,  as  their 
privileges  had  been  dangeroufly  violated. 

On  theotherhandjtheAdminiftration  were 

exceedingly  incenfed  againft  the  Judge, 
.for  giving  that  opinion  ;  and  though  this 
difficulty  they  afterwards  found  means  to 

furmount. 
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furmount,  by  the  Parliament’s  generoufly 
furrendering  this  fuppofed  privilege,  to 
facilitate  the  views  of  the  Crown,  yet  the 
public  opinion  remained  unaltered. 

Such  man i fed;  and  outrageous  violations 
of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  and  fuch  a 
contempt  for  the  authority  and  dignity  of 
Parliament,  as  this  cafe,  in  all  its  parts, 
was  obviouflypregnant  with,  undoubtedly 
Simulated  Lord  Temple,  from  the  firft 
moment,  publickly  to  ftand  forth  in  de¬ 
fence  of  both,  and  with  his  perfon,  as 
well  as  his  purfe ,  to  combat  this  monfter 
of  State  Tyranny,  which  had,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  ufurped  an  authority  from  which 
none  in  the  kingdom  were  exempt;  and 
the  cruelties  of  which  all  ranks  of  people 
had,  at  different  times,  experienced  ;  but 
mod;  feverely  the  lowed;  whofe  dread  of 
power,  and  inability  to  contend  with  the 
weight  of  government,  had  buffered  thcfe 
illegal  apprehenfions  of  perfons,  and 
feizures  of  papers,  to  grow  into  a  com¬ 
mon  and  danding  practice.  Fortunately, 
for  the  future  liberties  of  Englidimen,  and 
for  the  fecurity  of  every  man’s  houfc, 

there 
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there  lived  at  this  time  a  Lord  Temple  j 
whofe  unbounded  generality  and  public 
ipirit,  whofe  real  love  of  Liberty  and  his 
Country,  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fee, 
with  impunity,  thefe  great  and  alarming 
violations  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  Eng- 
lifhmen. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  a 
man’s  offence  and  the  manner  of  puniffi- 
ing  him  for  it;  and  it  came  out  afterwards, 
to  the  convidtion  of  a  very  full  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  his  Lordfhip  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  carrying  on  that  paper  with  fo 
much  acrimony,  nor  of  thofe  national 
reffedtions,  with  which  it  was  replete; 
that  he  had  repeatedly  advifed  the  difcon- 
tinuance  of  the  publication  ;  for  he  could 
never  approve  of  that  kind  of  writing,  nor 
of  that  particular  paper  ;  and  much  more, 
to  the  fame  effedt,  was  affirmed,  by  Mr. 
Webb,  to  be  the  contents  of  fome  of  his 
Lordfhip’s  letters  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  which 
were  found  among  Mr.WiLKEs’s  papers. 
But  however  highly  his  Lordfhip  might 
difapprove  of  the  manner  of  writing  the 
North  Briton,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  h£ 
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difapproved  more  highly  of  thofe  who 
deferted  the  fuppofed  Author,  when  he 
itood  molt  in  need  of  their  affiftance. 
This  treachery  was  moft  infamous;  for 
whatever  Mr.  Wilkes’s  faults  might  be, 
yet  Government  were  far  more  inex- 
cufable,  as  there  could  not  be  the  leaft 
fhadow  of  a  aoubt,  that  the  proceedings 
againfl:  Mr.  W i l kes  and  thePrinters,  were 
wholly  illegal ;  were  dangerous  abufes  of 
power,  and  the  more  fo,  as  they  had 
continued  for  a  lenes  of  years,  and  were 
attempted  to  be  juftffied  by  the  precedents 
of  office  ;  therefore,  on  the  behalf  of  all 
the  King’s  fubjedts,  the  condudt  of  the 

9  in  this  cafe,  called  loudly 
for  a  fpeedy  and  ftrong  condemnation.  On 
this  ground  Lord  Temple  advanced, 
taking  true  Gonftitutional  Liberty  for  his 
guide,  and  declaring  in  the  ftrongeft  man¬ 
ner  to  all  his  friends,  many  of  whom  began 
to  tremble  for  his  fafety,  that  if  the  famc 
violations  had  been  committed  againfl:  any 
other  man,  and  not  Mr.  Wilkes,  hi 
own  conduct  would  be  juft  the  hnJ 
But  this  intrepid  and  laudable  public  fpirij 

brought 
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brought  upon  him  the  indignation  and 
refentment  of  the  Court,  and  deprived 
him  of  the  ftrength  and  fupport  of  the 
party.  The  firlt  appeared  in  taking  from 
him  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  county  of 
Buckingham ;  an  employment  which, 
though  neither  of  emolument  nor  confe- 
quence,  yet  could  not  fo  naturally  be 
veiled  in  any  other,  as  none  other  flood 
fo  high  in  the  efleem  and  favour  of  the 
county.  The  lafl  was  manifefled  by  an 
almoffc  general  defection  of  the  whole 
party  ;  and  particularly  of  thofe  who  had 
affedted  to  put  themfelves  a  little  forward, 
in  order  to  extort  the  title  of  leaders* 
Thefe  made  a  fcandalous  figure ;  for  in- 
flead  of  appearing  openly  and  firmly  in 
fupport  of  the  man,  who  had  fuffered  in 
their  fervice,  and  had  given  them  a  great 
eaufe  of  triumph,  they,  in  a  few  days  after 
his  difcharge  from  the  Tower,  publickly 
fhewed  themfelves  at  St. James’s  ;  hoping, 
no  doubt,  by  fuch  an  unexpected  and  lin¬ 
gular  appearance,  at  that  time,  to  convince 
the  whole  Court,  that  they  difclaimed  all 
connexion  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  every 

part 
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part  of  his  caufe.  Finding*  however, 
that  this  was  not  fufficient  to  open  a 
door  for  them  into  offices,  they  went 
further  to  allure  the  Court  of  then 
fincerity  in  this  offered  defertion  of 
their  friends,  and  the  caufe  they  had  pre¬ 
tended  to  efpoufe.  They  publickly  talked 
and  wrote  of  the  condudtofMr.  Wilkes 
being  wholly  indefenfiblej  of  government 
having  done  no  more  than  what  was  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  and  of  fuch  ufage  being 
both  juftifiable  and  legal.  But  as  a  Judge 
of  great  authority  had  pronounced  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  they  con- 
fidered  this  part  of  theproceedingsas  mod: 
dangerous  to  the  Adminiflration  j  and 
therefore  they  apprehended  nothing  would 
or  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Court, 
than  an  offer  to  accommodate  and  facili¬ 
tate  this  knotty  point  to  their  wifhes  ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  thofe  who  affedted  tocallthcm- 
felves  the  principals  of  the  Minority, 
but  whom  the  public  did  then,  and  does 
now  well  know,  were  only  the  rotten  part 
of  it,  entered  into  a  league  with  an  emi- 
nentPrerogativeLawyer,  fince  dead,  whofe 

name 
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name  was  repeatedly  hung  out  in  the  pub- 
ilc  papers,  as  the  enfign  of  this  perfidious 
and  contemptible  fadtion,  to  betray  and 
give  up  the  whole  caufe.  What  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  entering  into  that  league  were, 
have  not  yet  tranfpired,  norarethey  of  any 
importance  to  the  public:  but  this  much  is 
certain  as  to  the  purpofe  and  defigns  of  it. 
that  feveral  of  the  Junto,  of  whom  it 
was  compofed,  engaged  to  defend  and  up¬ 
hold  the  indifpenfible  vecefity ,  ufe,  and 
ineffimable  fervice  of  General  Warrants 
to  the  State  j  and  fome  of  them  offered 
to  add,  the  legality  of  thofe  Warrants. 
Then,  as  privilege  had  been  lately  de¬ 
cided  upon  to  the  difadvantage  of  go¬ 
vernment!  and  as  it  might  be  their  more 
immediate  intereft  to  join  in  the  ruin  of 
that  unfortunate  perfon,  whom  they  faw, 
and  faid,  was  the  deftined  vi&im  of  ini- 
nifferial  malice ;  and  as  he  could  not  be 
lo  eafily  come  at  while  his  privilege  re¬ 
mained!  they  unanimoufly  engaged  to  vote 
that  privilege  ansoay ,  in  order  to  afliff  the 
views  of  the  crown,  and  preferve  the  ad- 
mi  niftration  from  cenfure.  Thefe  are  cer¬ 
tain  faBs,  and  muff,  to  the  lateft  pofferity, 

mark 
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mark  the  individuals  who  engaged  in  fuch 
dark  and  bafe  tranfadlions,  as  the  moft  in¬ 
famous  of  all  traitors  :  for  furely  no  trea¬ 
chery  can  be  equal  to  that  which  is  not 
only  unprovoked,  but  wholly  undeferved, 
and  involved  in  it,  as  this  was  moft  mani- 
feftly  intended  to  do,  not  only  the  fa- 
crifice  of  thofe  intrepid  and  upright  per- 
fons,  who  had  bravely  flood  in  the  gap 
of  Public  Liberty  ;  but  the  Conftitution 
itfelf  was  to  be  given  up,  and  deftroyed, 
for  fo  fmall  a  price  as  a  lucrative  office. 


\ 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Letters  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and  the  Seen* 

i 

lanes  of  State.  Mejfengers  profecuted. 
Lord  Halifax  ftands  out  in  contempt  of 
the  Court.  Pmal  of  the  a 61  ion  brought 
againfi  Mr.  Wood.  Mr.  Wilkes  acquitted 
as  Author  and  Publifher  of  the  North 
Briton.  An  attempt  made  to  ajfajjinate 
him  by  one  Alexander  Dun,  EreSis  a 
printing  prefs  in  his  houfe *  Publifes 
propofals  for  a  fubfc  rip  t  ion.  Prints  the 
North  Britons,  and  EJfay  on  Woman. 
His  imprudencies.  Goes  to  France,  where 
he  is  infulted  by  one  Capt.  Forbes. 

UPON  Mr.  Wilkes’s  difeharge  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  * 
profecutionswereimmediatelycommenced 

againfi; 

*  The  inftant  Mr.  Wilkes  came  home  from  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  he  fent  the  following  letter 
to  the  Secretaries  of  State  : 

Great  George-Jlreet,  May  6,  1763* 
<c  My  Lords, 

“  On  my  return  here  from  Weftminfter-hall, 
where  1  have  been  difeharged  from  my  commitment 
to  the  Tower  under  your  Lordfhips  warrant,  1  find 

that 
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againft  the  King's  Meffengers,  for  un¬ 
lawfully  fei^ing  the  journeymen  Printers, 

and 


that  my  houfe  has  been  robb’d,  and  am  lmform  d 
that  theftolen  goods  are  in  the  pofleffion  of  one  or  both 
of  your  Lordfhips.  1  therefore  infift  that  you  do 
forthwith  return  them  to 

Your  humble  fervant 

JOHN  WILKES. 

Directed  to 

the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
hisMajefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

This  was  not  a  very  handfome,  nor  a  very  proper 
way  of  treating  the  Secretaries  of  State.  As  gentle¬ 
men,  they  were  entitled  to  good  manners  at  leait  ; 
and  furely  the  accufing  them  of  having  received  ftolen 
goods  was  agrofs  Indecency.  However,  they  feemed 
refolved  to  match  him  in  folly  and  imprudence,  and 
lent  him  the  following  anfwer  ; 

Great  Gcorgc-JIreetj  May  7,  1763. 

“SIR, 

cc  IN  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  yeflerday,  in  which 
you  take  upon  you  to  make  ufe  of  the  indecent  and 
fcurrilous  expreflions  of  your  having  found  your  houjt 
bad  been  robbed ,  and  that  the  Jlolen  goods  are  in  our 
pojfejfion  :  We  acquaint  you,  that  your  papers  wer* 
feized  in  confequence  of  the  heavy  charge  brought 
againft  you,  for  being  the  author  of  an  infamous  and 
feditious  libel,  tending  to  inflame  the  minds,  and 
alienate  the  afFe&ions  of  the  people  from  his  Majelty, 
and  excite  them  to  traitorous  infurredtions  againft 
the  government  ;  for  which  libel,  notwithstanding 
your  difeharge  from  your  commitment  to  the  'Lower, 
his  Majeftvhas  oidered  you  to  be  profecuted,  by  his 
Attorney  General. 
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and  other  fervants,  of  Mr.  Leach.  No¬ 
thing,  certainly,  could  be  more  laudable, 
nor  more  interefting  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  than  thefe  profecutions,  as  they 

tended 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  you  mean  by 
Jlolen  goods ;  but  fuch  of  your  papers  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  proof  of  your  guilt,  fhall  be  reitored  to  you  ; 
fuch  as  are  neceflary  for  that  purpofe,  it  was  our 
duty  to  deliver  over  to  thofe,  whofe  office  it  is  to 
colled!  the  evidence,  and  manage  the  profecution 
again#  you.  We  are 

Your  humble  fervants, 
Egremont. 

Dunk  Halifax.” 

DlreSted  to'Nlr.  Wilkes. 

Here  is  a  clear  avowal  of  the  principle  of  feizing 
Mr.  Wilkes’*  papers;  a  principle  fo  extremely 
horrid  and  cruel,  that  every  Englifhman  muft  fhudder 
at  the  idea.  It  was  obferved  by  a  very  able  Lawyer, 
that  this  evidence  was  colledled  with  as  much  force, 
and  with  as  little  right  by  law,  as  fome  other  collec¬ 
tions  are  made,  for  which  the  colledlors  are  hanged 
when  taken. 

To  this  anfwer  Mr.  Wilkes  fent  the  following 
reply,  viz. 

Great  George-Jlreet ,  May  9,  1763. 

“  My  Lords, 

<c  LI  1  r L E  did  I  expedl,  when  I  was  re¬ 
quiring  from  your  Lordfhips  what  an  Englifhman  has 
a  right  to,  his  property  taken  from  him,  and  faid  to 
be  in  your  Lordfhips  poffeffion,  that  I  fhould  have 
received  in  anfwer,  from  perfons  in  your  high  ftation, 
the  expreffions  of  indecent  and  fcurrilous  applied  to 

my 
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tended  to  ftrike  at,  and  fairly  try,  the 
legality  of  thofe  powers,  which  the 
Secretaries  of  State  had,  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  ufurped.  None,  hi** 


my  legal  demands.  The  refped  I  bear  to  his  Majefty, 
whofe  fervants  it  Teems  you  ftill  are,  tho’  you  ftand 
legally  convided  of  having  in  me  violated, in  the  high- 
eft  and  moft  offenfive  manner,  the  liberties  of  all  the 
Commons  of  England,  prevents  my  returning  you 
an  anfwer  in  the  fame  Billingfgate  language.  If  I 
confidered  you  only  in  your  private  capacities,  I 
Ihould  treat  you  both  according  to  yourdeferts  :  but 
where  is  the  wonder  that  men,  who  have  attacked 
the  facred  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and  have  iftued  an 
illegal  warrant  to  feize  his  property,  fhould  proceed 
to  fuch  libellous  expreflions  ?  You  fay,  “  that  fuch 
of  my  papers  (hall  be  reftored  to  me,  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  proof  of  my  guilt.’*  I  owe  this  to  your  appre- 
henfion  of  an  adion,  not  to  your  love  of  juftice  ; 
and  in  that  light,  if  I  can  believe  your  Lordftiips 
aflurances,  the  whole  will  be  returned  to  me.  I  fear 
neither  your  profecution,  nor  your  perfecution  ;  and 
I  will  aftert  the  fecurity  of  my  own  houfe,  the  li¬ 
berty  of  my  perfon,  and  every  right  of  the  people, 
not  fo  much  for  my  own  fake,  as  for  the  fake  of 
every  one  of  my  Englifh  fellow  fubjcds. 

I  am, 
my  Lords, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  WILKES. 


Dire  fled  to 


the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
his  Majefty's  principalSecretaries  of  State. 

N'2  therto. 
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therto,  had  had  fpirit  enough  to  attack 
government  in  its  own  fortrefs  :  or,  if 
any  had,  government  always  bought 
them  off;  but  raoft  commonly  the  par¬ 
ties  were  too  indigent  to  contend  with 
the  I  reafuiy,  and  the  power  of  the 
Crown  .  fo  that  one  way  or  other  the 
proceedings  in  thefe  matters  never  came 
before  the  public.  The  trial  of  the 
King’s  Meffengers  in  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  at  Guildhall,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1763,  was  the  flrff.  And  here 
it  muft  be  obferved,  that  had  not  a  long 
purfe  been  found  to  contend  with  the 
public  Treafury,  theie  proceedings,  no¬ 
tori  ou  fly  illegal  as  they  were,  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  been  brought  to  a  judicial  and 
legal  condemnation.  The  fad  is,  that 
Earl  Temple,  and  he  onlv,  gave  it 
J pirit,  and  was  the  great  Anew  of  the 
whole  caufe.  He  was  inflexible  in  his 
refolution  of  checking  thefe  arbitrary 
proceedings,  and  refeuing  the  fub- 
jed  from  the  danger  of  fuch  ty¬ 
rannous  ufage.  It-  was  at  his  ex¬ 
pence  tnat  this,  and  the  fucceeding 
vidories  over  arbitrary  power,  were  ob¬ 
tained  ; 
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tained  ;  and  which  have  now,  and  for 
ever,  fixed  the  liberties  of  Englishmen 
upon  the  folid  balls  of  the  constitution. 
Had  he  been  as  treacherous  in  Spirit,  and 
as  Sparing  of  his  money,  on  this  great  oc- 
cafion,  as  the  rett  of  the  party.  General 
Warrants,  together  with  all  the  other 
illegal  practices,  and  infolences  of  office, 
would  have  Still  continued  :  for  there  was 
perhaps  more  real  inability  in  thefe  firft 
profecutors  (the  Journeymen  Printers)  to 
bring  actions  againft  the  King’s  Meffen- 
gers,  than  in  all  the  precedents  of  appre- 
henfions  which  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  office.  Therefore  it 
is  clear  that  this  offence  would  have  died 
away,  like  all  the  others,  had  it  not  been 
taken  up  by  Somebody  of  property,  and 
Spirit,  who  neither  regarded  the  enmity  of 
Government,  nor  the  expence  which  Such 
a  profecution  would  inevitably  occafion ; 
and  whofe  only  object  could  be  no  other, 
but  the  establishment  of  the  true  constitu¬ 
tional  liberty  of  Englishmen.  —  In  that 
cafe,  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
public,  ueho  the  perfons  fo  treated  were  ; 

N  3  the 
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the  only  queftion  which  interefted  the 

public,  was.  Were  thofe  apprehenfions 
legal  ? 

The  points  contended  for  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  in  the  firft  trial  of  an  aftion 
brought  againft  theKing’s  Meffengers,  by 
one  of  the  journeymen  Printers,  were, 

I.  The  legality  of  the  ‘warrant. 

The  due  execution  of  that  ‘warrant , 

3.  Two  ach  of  Parliament  of  the  Seventh 
°f  Jam?s  I>  and  the  twenty-fourth  of 
George  II.  in  the  nature  of  a  bar  to 
the  aSlion  againft  the  defendants ,  the 
Meffengers  $  and  fending  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  over  for  remedy  againft  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State.  And  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  the  Crown  infifted,  that  the 
Jury  fliould  find  a  Special  Verdi  ft. 

The  Chief  Juftice  gave  his  opinion, 
that  the  Jury  could  not  be  compelled  to 
find  a  Special  Verdicft  :  and  likewife  his 

judgment  upon  the  three  points  of  law, 
viz. 

1 .  That  the  warrant  was  illegal, 

2.  That  it  was  illegally  executed. 

3.  That 
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3.  Phat  the  Secretaries  of  State  we)  e 
not  within  the  aBs  of  Parliament  of 
fame  1.  or  George  II.  and  confeqnently , 
that  the  aBion  will  lie  againjl  tee 
Mef'engers. 

Notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  the 
Crown  Lawyers  againft  it,  the  Jury  in 
fifted  upon  their  Right  to  findaGENERAL 
Verdict,  and  they  did  fo,  by  giving  the 
man  (who  had  been  in  cuftody  but  a  few 
hours)  Three  Hundred  PoundsD^- 
mages.  Upon  which  the  Council  for  the 
Crown  immediately  tendered  a  bill  of  ex¬ 
ceptions  againft  the  opinions  of  theChief 
Juftice.and  the  verdidf  of  thejury;  which 
bill  appeared  ready  engroffed  upon  two 
fkins  of  parchment,  and  afforded  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  fuch  was  the  fpint  and 
intention  of  Government, to  fupport  thele 
arbitrary  proceedings,  altho  they  knew 
•  they  were  illegal ;  and,  if  pofiible,  by 
every  delay,  chicanery,  and  expence,  to 
weary  out  their  opponents,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  matter  being  finally  decided; 
thatarefolution  had  been  previoufly  taken 
to  objedt  to  the  opinion  of  thejudge,  and 
the  verdidt  of  the  Jury,  even  before  it 

N  4  could 
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could  be  known  what  that  opinion  or 
what  that  verdift  might  be*.  This  con- 
Quc  id  not  pafs  without  a  fevere  animad- 
verfion,  very  much  to  the  diferedit  of  go¬ 
vernment.  On  the  other  hand  the  friends 
of  Liberty  were  exceedingly  elated  :  the 

public  voice  was  with  them  drongly  and 

i  *  not  an  Eng- 

limman  who  did  not  either  publicly  or 

privately  rejoice,  with  uncommon  plea- 

fure,  at  this  vidfory  over  an  ufurped,  un- 

conftitutional  and  arbitrary  power.  This 

period  feemed  like  another  Revolution 

giving  frefh  and  further  fecurity  to  the 

future  liberties  of  Englifhmen.  And  in 

the  midit  of  thefe  rejoicings,  the  public 

did  not  lad  to  pour  forth  the  warmed: 

teftimoniesof  their  affedlion  and  gratitude 
to  the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this 
great  palladium  of  Engliili  Liberty,  and 
vvno  itemed  determined  to  fpare  neither 
pains  nor  expence,  to  carry  on  and  fini/h 
this  glorious  and  ever- memorable  work. 

I  he  learned  Judge  declared  from  the  bench, 
that  the  Attorney  General,  and  his  colleagues,  knew 
h;s  optpion  before  he  knew  it  Jiimfelf. 

The 
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The  other  Printers,  to  the  number  of 
about  feventeen  or  eighteen,  likewife 
brought  adtions  againft  the  Meflengers, 
and  all  of  them,  even  to  the  very  errand- 
boy,  recovered  damages. 

Mr.  Wilkes  alfo  brought  a&ions  a- 
gainft  the  Secretaries  of  State, Mr. Wood 
and  Mr.  Webb  ;  but  his  actions  againft 
theSecretaries  of  State  never  came  to  trial. 
That  againft  Lord  Egremont  ended  of 
courfe  with  his  Lordlhip’s  death,  which 
happened  a  few  months  afterwards.  That 
againft  Lord  Halifax,  which  was  the 
moft  interefting  to  thePublic,  as  the  war¬ 
rant  itfelf  muft  have  come  in  iffuc,  and 
the  legality  of  the  whole  proceeding, was 
evaded,  by  his  Lordfhip  calling  elToigns, 
pleading  privilege,  and  at  length  Handing 
out  in  contempt  of  the  Court,  until  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  outlawed,  which  deprived 
him  of  any  further  afliftance  from  the 
Courts  of  Juftice.  The  particulars  of  this 
delay  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note*. 

But 


*  Wilkes,  Efq;  againfl:  the 
Earl  of  Halifax  and  the  three 
IMellengers  who  executed  the 
general  warrant. 


Orirrinal  was  fued 
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out,  telled  the 
firft  of  June 
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But  the  a£lion  againft  Mr.  Wood  was 
brought  to  trial  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1763. 
“  When  the  caufe  flood  ready  for  trial, 
the  Court  was  moved  on  the  part  of  the 

defendant, 

and  returnable  from  the  day  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in 
three  weeks  (19th  of  June,  1763)  ;  and  the  Earl 
being  fummoned,  caft  an  efloign,  which  was  ad¬ 
journed  until  the  18th  of  November.  Then  comes 
in  privilege :  which  being  at  an  end,  and  all  the  ef- 
foigns  expired,  a  diftringas  was  taken  out,  tefted 
the  9th  of  May,  being  the  firft  day  of  Eafter  term, 
1764,  returnable  from  the  day  of  Eafter  in  five 
weeks  (27th  of  May) — the  Sheriff7  returns  forty 
Shillings  iffues — The  Earl  does  not  appear — The 
Court  directs  fifty  pounds  ifliies — An  alias  diftringas 
is  taken  out,  tefted  the  30th  of  May,  and  return¬ 
able  on  the  morrow  of  the  Holy  Trinity  (18th  of 
June)  the  Sheriff7  returns  his  ifliies — The  Earl  ftill 
refufes  to  appear — The  Court  orders  five  hundred 
pounds  iffues. — A  pluries  diftringas  is  taken  out, 
tefted  the  firft  day  of  Trinity  term  (the  22a  of 
June)  and  returnable  in  three  weeks  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  (the  8th  of  July). — In  November  follow¬ 
ing  Mr.  Wilkes  was  outlawed  ;  then  the  Earl  ap¬ 
peared,  and  pleaded  the  outlawry. 

“  When  I  fee  a  Secretary  of  State  obftinately 
fighting  with  the  laws  of  his  country,  ufing  privilege 
to  the  utmoft,  notwithftanding  it  was  the  ground  of 
the  Royal  complaint  to  the  Commons  againft  Mr. 
Wilkes,  availing  himfelf  of  every  practicable  ef¬ 
foign,  and,  at  length,  withftanding  all  the  procefs 
and  penalties  of  a  Court  of  Juftice,  to  avoid  trying 
the  right  of  a  tranfaftion,  which  has  never  yet  been 

direCtly 
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defendant,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
juftify  under  the  warrant,  in  order  to  bring 
the  matter  fully  and  fairly  before  the  Court ; 
which  the  Court,  after  con fideration,  for 
that  reafon ,  and  that  only,  allowed.  But 
when  the  caufe  came  to  be  tried,  Mr. 

dire&ly  given  up  ;  and  perhaps  waiting  for  an  out¬ 
lawry  of  his  profecutor,  in  order  then  to  mock  the 
juft  ice  of  his  country  ftill  more,  by  entering  an  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  fait  againft  him,  at  a  time  when  his 
profecutor  can  no  longer  go  on  with  it  l  1  proteft, 
altho’  an  old,  fober,  private  individual,  that  I  lofe 
my  temper,  look  for  redrefs  from  fome  other  quarter, 
and  feel  myfelf  inclined  to  join  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
Commons  of  England,  to  take  up  the  confideration, 
and  go  on  with  the  profecution  of  that  caufe,  which 
every  freeman  is  interefted  in,  and  which  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  Juflice  have  been  fo  long  foiled  in.  I  re¬ 
member  what  is  Mr.  Locke's  definition  of  liberty  ; 
whathe  makes  the  province  of  a  court  of  judicature  ; 
what  the  extent  of  the  legiflative  power  ;  and  what, 
according  to  him,  creates  a  diffolution  of  all  govern¬ 
ment. - Who,  under  fuch  circumftances,  would 

blame  a  Jury,  fhould  they  at  laid  have  fuch  a  Secretary 
brought  before  them,  for  giving  extraordinary,  ex¬ 
emplary  damages,  in  terrorem!  Efpecially,  if  they 
fliould  have  all  imaginable  foundation  for  believing 
the  judgment,  upon  fuch  verdidf,  will  be  delayed  by 
every  artifice  of  bills  of  exceptions,  fpccial  verdidb, 
motions  for  new  trial,  writs  of  error,  he.  that  can 
be  pra&ifed,  in  order  to  prevent  all  effect  from  it/ 
and  to  overbear,  in  the  long  run,  the  poor  profecutor 
by  dint  of  expellee.”  The  Father  of  Candor. 

Wood, 
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Wood,  by  the  advice  of  his  Counfel, 
and  to  the  furprize  of  the  Chief  Juftice, 
deferted  his  juftification,  declined  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  the  Court  had  indulged 
him  with,  of  bringing  the  validity  of  the 
warrant  into  debate,  and  reforted  to  the 
objection  which  had  been  urged  in  the 
trial  of  the  Melfengers,  namely,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  a  Juftice  of  Peace, 
and  therefore  ought  to  have  been  made  a 
party  defendant  in  the  fuit.” 

Mr.  Wilkes  in  his  declaration  com¬ 
plained,  that  Mr.  Wood  entered  his  houfe, 
made  a  great  noife  and  difturbance,  and 
ftaid  therein  twelve  hours ;  broke  open 
his  locks,  drawers,  cabinets  and  fcrutores, 
and  took  away  his  papers. 

To  this  Mr.  Wood  pleaded,  Not 
Guilty:  and ,  fecondly,  juftified  as  to  en¬ 
tering  the  houfe  and  flaying  in  it  half  an 
hour,  but  did  not  mention  a  word  about 
opening  his  drawers  and  feizing  his  pa¬ 
pers,  which  was  the  great  trefpafs.  Pie 
ilated  the  King’s  Speech  of  the  59th  of 
April,  1 763 ;  the  publication  of  the  North 
Briton  on  the 23d;  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was 

publifher 
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publilher  and  author  of  that  paper ;  that 
the  Meflengers  entered  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe  with  a  Conllable  ;  thatMr.W ood, 
being  an  affiftant  toLordHALiF  ax  in  his 
office, went  to  Mr. W i  L  k  e  s’s  to  deliver  a 
meffage  from  his  Lordffiip,  requiring  the 
Meflengers  to  haften  the  execution  of 
their  warrant ;  and  upon  that  occaflon  he 
entered  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe,  the  door 
being  opened,  and  flaid  therein  half  an 
hour;  and  that  was  all  he  did. 

To  this  Mr. Wilkes  replied,  that  Mr. 
WooD,without  fuch  caufe  as  was  by  him 
alledged(which  was  denying  the  truth  of 
the  material  fadl,viz.“ThatMr. Wilkes 
was  author  and  publisher”)  entered  his 
houfe,  and  ftaid  therein  half  an  hour, 
which  was  putting  this  mighty  plea  in  if- 
fue.  Thejury, which  was  a  l'pecial  one, at 
the  defendant’s  inflance,  found  both  if- 
/mforMr. Wilkes  ;  and.confequently, 
upon  the  fecond  iflue  (the  fpecial  juf- 
tification)  acquitted  Mr.  'Wilkes  as 
author  and  publilher  of  the  (original) 
North  Briton,  Number  Fortv-five  ; 
and  they  gave  him  a  thoufand  pounds 
damages.  But  a  bill  of  exceptions. 


>  '  ifi  ' 

2&eSKaS9fifl9Ml 


( 198 ) 


was,  as  ufual,  tendered  againft  it;  and 
it  was  not  until  the  fpring  1766,  that  the 
money  was  paid*.  However,  this  trial 


and  verdidt  were  highly  interefting  to  the 

Liberty 


*  It  is  faid  the  following  words  clofed  the  charge 
to  the  Jury  on  this  important  occafion  : 

“  This  warrant  is  unconditional,  illegal,  and 
abfolutely  void ;  it  is  a  general  warrant,  directed 
to  fourMeflengers,  to  take  up  anyperfons,  without 
naming  or  defcribing  them  with  any  certainty,  and 
to  bring  them,  together  with  their  papers.  If  it  be 
good,  a  Secretary  of  State  can  delegate  and  depute 
any  one  of  the  MelTengers,  or  any,  even  from  the 
loweft  of  the  people,  to  take  examinations,  to 
commit  or  releafe,  and,  in  fine,  to  do  every  a£t 
which  the  highefl  judicial  officers  the  law  knows 
can  do  or  order.  There  is  no  authority  in  our  law 
books  that  mentions  thefe  kinds  of  warrants,  but 
in  exprefs  terms  condemn  them. 

“  Upon  the  matured  confideration,  I  am  bold  to 
fay,  that  this  warrant  is  illegal ;  but  I  am  far  from 
wifhing  a  matter  of  this  confequence  Ihould  red 
folely  upon  my  opinion  :  I  am  one  of  twelve,  whofe 
opinions  I  am  defirous  fhould  be  taken  in  this  matter, 
and  I  am  very  willing  to  allow  myfelf  the  meaned  of 
the  twelve.  There  is  alfo  a  dill  higher  Court,  before 
which  this  matter  may  be  canvaded,  and  whofe  de¬ 
termination  is  final ;  and  here  I  cannothelpobferving 
the  happinefs  of  our  conditution,  in  admitting  thefe 
appeals,  in  confequence  of  which,  material  points 
are  determined  on  the  mod  mature  confideration, 
and  witli  the  greated  folemnity.  To  this  admirable 
delay  of  the  law  (for  in  this  cafe  the  law’s  delay  may 
bediled  admirable)  I  believe  it  is  chiefly  owing,  that 

we 
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Liberty  of  the  fubjedt;  for  everyEnglifli- 
man  hadnowthefatisfa&ionof  feeing  that 
his  houfe  was  his  caftle;  that  he  might, 
and  in  all  probability  in  future  would. 


wepoffefs  the  beft  digefted  and  moft  excellent  body 
of  laws,  which  any  nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
whether  ancient  or  modern,  could  ever  boaft  of.  If 
thefe  higher  jurifdi&ions  fhould  declare  my  opinion 
erroneous,  I  fubmit,  as  will  become  me,  and  kifs 
the  rod;  but  I  muft  fay,  I  ftiall  always  confider  it 
as  a  rod  of  iron  for  the  chaftifement  of  the  people 

of  Great  Britain.”  .  * 

A  few  minutes  after  this  verdid!  was  given  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  a  man  knocked  at  his  door,  defiring  to 
fpeak  with  him  on  particular  bufinefs ;  but  it  appear¬ 
ing  by  his  dialed!  thathe  was  a  Scotchman, and  being 
befides  an  entire  ftranger,  he  was  refufed  admittance ; 
on  which  he  went  away  to  a  coftee-houle  near  Par- 
liament-ftreet,  where  he  was  over-heard  to  declare, 
that  himfelf  and  ten  more  men  were  determined  to 
cut  Mr.Wilkes  off,  let  the  event  be  what  it  would. 
The  perfon  who  heard  him  make  this  declaration, 
immediately  informed  Mr.  Wilkes  of  it  by  letter. 
Next  morning  the  Scotchman  came  again  to  Mr. 
Wilkes’s,  bringing  a  letter  figned  Alexander  Dun, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  to  beg  an  interview  with 
Mr.Wilkes,  on  an  affair  of  the  moft  intcrefting  na¬ 
ture.  He  was  defircd  to  call  again  at  one  o’clock, 
which  he  did  accordingly;  and  fevcn  o’clock  being 
then  appointed,  as  he  was  going  out  at  the  parlour- 
door,  two  gentlemen,  who  had  placed  themfelves 
behind  it,  feized  him  by  each  arm,  and  flung  him  on 
his  back.  On  fearching  him,  a  new  penknife  was 
found  in  his  pocket,which  he  pretended  he  had  pur- 

chafed 
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fleepin  peace  and  fecurity,undifturbed  by 
King’sMeffengers,orSecretaries  of  State’s 
warrants.  In  a  word,  every  man  felt  a 
comfort  in  being  relieved  from  the  fears 
of  fuch  vifitants.There  was  not  a  word  of¬ 
fered  in  juftification  of  the  feizure  of  pa¬ 
pers,  fo  fully  v/ere  Mr.  Wood’s  advocates 
convinced  that  this  point  was  entirely  in- 
defenfible  :  an  attempt,  indeed,  was  made 
to  read  one  of  them,  but  even  this  the 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Norton  at  this 
time)treated  as  fo  abominable  an  imputa¬ 
tion  upon  his  charadler,thathedifclaimed 
in  the  moft  folemn  and  public  manner, 

chafed  about  nine  months  ago  ;  on  being  farther 
cjueftioned,  he  faid  fix  months,  and  at  Iafl  owned  he 
bought  it  at  Chatham  about  a  fortnight  fince.  Upon 
th  is  he  was  taken  immediately  into  cuilody  by  aTip- 
ftaff,  then  prelent  for  that  purpofe,  was  carried  next 
morning  before  one  of  the  Judges,  and  a  complaint 
likewife  exhibited  againft  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  who  thereupon  ordered  the  Tipftaff,  in  whofe 
cuftody  he  was,  to  bring  him  to  the  bar;  but  when 
he  was  there,  though  not  examined,  the  Houfe  were 
of  opinion  he  was  infane,  and  therefore  difeharged 
him. 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  Machiavel,  that  in  all 
cafes,  not  only  of  alfaflination,  but  of  deep  danger, 
no  man  fhould  be  employed  who  is  always  and  en¬ 
tirely  in  his  fenfes. 


the 
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the  idea  of  making  any  ufe  of  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  fo  procured. - It  is  obfervable, 

that  had  this  fecond  plea  of  juftification 
been  found  againft  Mr. 'Wilkes,  it  would 
have  been  concluiive  evidence  of  his  be¬ 
ing  both  author  and  publisher  of  theNorth 
Briton:  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Juflice;  and  if  that  would  have  condem¬ 
ned  him,  why  ought  not  this  verdict  to 
have  acquitted  him?  Ii  any  one  doubts  of 
this,  he  will  find  the  dodtrine  is  fettled  by 
the  Houfe  of  Peers.  In  Lord  Lo vat’s 
trial  (page  74)  witneffes  were  brought, 
who  could  prove  that  John  Murray,  ot 
Broughton,  did  not  furrendei  himfelf 
within  the  time  diredted  by  the  adl  of  at¬ 
tainder  of  the  19th  of  King  George  the 
Second.  The  record  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  was  produced,  in  which 
Iohn  Murray  pleaded,  that  he  did  fur- 
render  himfelf ;  and  theAttorney  General 
corifeffed  the  truth  of  the  plea  ;  and  tho’ 
Lord  Lovat  was  no  party  to  this  record, 
and  it  was  underftood  without  doors  to  be 


entered  up  to  make  an  ufe  of  Murray, 
yet  the  Lords  would  not  fuffer  Lord  Lo- 
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vat  to  adduce  witneffes  to  contradid  It, 
as  it  was  a  record  of  the  highefl  nature, 
and  could  not  be  averred  againfb  The 
importance  of  verdids  is  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  it  is  well  known  in  how 
miraculous  a  manner  that  fincere  friend 
to  Liberty, SirJosEPujEKYLL,  turned  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  his  memorable 
fpeech  upon  the  confequences  of  a  verdid 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Marlborough  eledion, 
that  great  man  faid,  “  he  would  die  on 
“  thatfpot  before  he  would  ever  give  his 
“  affent  to,  or  permit  to  pafs,  in  his  hear- 
4t  ing,  without  entering  his  folemn  proteft 
“  againfl  it ;  a  determination  fo  fatal  to 
**  the  conftitution  and  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  law,  and  which  would  be 
et  rejeded  with  indignation  in  every  Court 
“  of  Juftice  in  Weftminfler  Hall.” 

The  trial  of  the  adion  againfl  Mr. 
Webb,  was  poflponed. 

The  expence  of  carrying  on  all  thefe 
profecutions  was,  undoubtedly,very  great. 
What*the  exad  fum  was,  is  not  material. 
Certain  it  is,  that  had  not  money  been 
found  fomewhere, thefe  proceedings  of  the 
a  Secre- 
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Secretaries  of  State,  like  all  thofe  of  pre¬ 
ceding  Secretaries,  would  have  been  bu¬ 
ried  in  oblivion,  and  thefe  determinations 
fo  materially  interefting  to  the  public,  and 
of  fuch  ineftimable  fecurity  to  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjedt,  would  not  have  hap¬ 
pened.  The  merit,  therefore,  of  thete 
great  events  will  be  found,  upon  recollec¬ 
tion,  to  be  almoft  exclufively  due  to  two 
perfons ;  firft,  to  Earl  Temple,  for^his 
public-fpirited  liberality  and  difinterefted 
patriotifm,  in  bringing  thefe  grievances 
before  a  Court  of  Juftice;  and  next  to 
the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  for  his  noble  and  intrepid  rc- 
folution  in  declaring  the  law,  and  thofe 
great  and  important  decifions  which  he 
made  fo  much  to  his  own  honour  and 
the  glory  of  the  Englifh  conflitution. 

While  thefe  profecutions  were  carrying 
on,  Mr.  Wilkes  eredted  a  printing  prefs 
in  his  own  houfe,  and  hired  a  number  of 
journeymen  Printers  to  reprint  the  North 
Briton  in  volumes,and  other  pieces,  which 
he  had  found,  by  experience,  other  Prin¬ 
ters  would  not  undertake.  This  ftep  was 
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not  only  very  difagreeable  to  his  friends, 
but  contrary  to  their  warmed  and  ftrongeft 
remonllrances.  They  repeatedly  repre- 
fented  to  him  the  great  and  imminent 
danger  of  putting  a  fet  of  low,  illiberal 
fellows  in  the  poffcffion  of  fome  of  his 
moft  valuable  fecrets,  at  a  time  fo  critical 
as  this  was,  when  it  behoved  government, 
at  all  events,  to  get  at  him,  if  poffible’ 
They  foretold  almoff  every  one  of  thofe 
unfortunate  confequences  which  followed 
from  this  obftinate,  and,  to  him,  molt 
mifchievous  imprudence  :  but  he  was 
proof  againft  all  perfuafion.  The  firft 
production  of  his  prefs,  was,  “  Propofals 
"  for  Panting,  by  fubfcription,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Adminiilration,  in  his 
cafe,  price  one  guinea.”  This  was 
likewife  diiappioved  by  his  friends.  It 
carried  with  it  an  air  of  mendication  to 
the  public,  which  was  below  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  the  importance  of  his  caufe;  and 
did  not  fail  of  exciting  fevere  ridicule, 
and  cenfure  from  his  enemies.  II is  ex- 
cufe  for  this  aft  of  folly,  was,  that'  a 
great  number  of  his  friends  in  the  city, 
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and  elfewhere,  mod  of  whom  he  did 
not  know,  delired  to  fee  fome  channel 
opened  through  which  they  might 
convey  their  contributions  towards  car¬ 
rying  on  the  great  caufe  of  Liberty, 
in  which  they  were  all  fo  materially 
intereded.  A  few  of  the  party,  like- 
wile,  promifed  to  fubfcribe,  and  others 
promifed  to  do  great  things  among 
their  friends.  But  his  mod:  lincere  and 
principal  friends  were  fo  druck  witn 
the  very  mention  only  of  this  unac¬ 
countable  fupplication,  that  they  beg¬ 
ged  of  him,  in  the  mod  prdfmg  man¬ 
ner,  not  to  didnbute  thofe  propofals  j 
which  they  allured  him  would  infalli¬ 
bly  injure  him  in  the  public  edeem, 
without  procuring  him  any  real  ad¬ 
vantage  whatever.  This  was  exa&ly 
the  cafe  ;  the  public  did  not  approve 
of  them,  his  pretended  friends  deceived 
him,  and  very  few  fubfcriptions  were 
obtained. 

The  next  piece  he  caufed  to  be  printed 
at  his  prels  was,  part  of  an  obfcene 

O  3  poem, 
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poem,  entitled,  “  An  EfTay  on  Wo¬ 
man.”  But  he  permitted  only  twelve 
copies  to  be  ftruck  off,  and  while 
thefe  were  doing,  he  was  always  pre-^ 
fent,  and  took  every  poffible  precau¬ 
tion  of  fecrecy,  and  to  prevent  any 
body  about  him  from  having  a  copy. 
But  notwithftanding  all  his  care,  two 
or  three  copies  were  ftolen  by  his 
workmen ;  and  thefe  were  fhewn  a- 
bout  as  papers  of  curiofity  to  other 
Printers.  At  length  a  few  pages  fell 
into  the  hands  of  one  a  work¬ 

man  who  belonged  to  one  Mr.  Faden , 
a  Printer  in  Fleet-ftreet.  This  man 
and  his  mailer  were  faid  to  have  been 
indefatigable  in  attempting  to  bribe 
and  corrupt  all  the  Printers  in  Mr. 
Wi  lkes’s  houfe,  in  order  to  get  the 
remainder.  To  one  man  only  five 
guineas  were  given,  but  he  could  not 
ferve  them.  At  length,  however,  they 
fixed  upon  one  Curry ,  another  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  workmen,  who,  after  a 
ihort  negotiation,  fupplied  their  wants ; 

and 
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and  afterwards  became  the  tool  of 
Adminiftration  in  the  profecmtons 
and  other  proceedings  againft  Mr. 


Wilkes.  _  , 

The  few  pages  which  Mr.  taden 

had  already  obtained,  he  in  the  mean 

time  had  {hewn  to  one  Mr.  Ktdgel, 


at  that  time  Chaplain  to  Lord  March, 
and  that  pious  Clergyman  was  fo  (hock¬ 
ed  with  the  obfcenity  contained  in 
them,  that  he  was  exceeding  defir- 
ous  of  obtaining,  “  if  fuch  a  thing 
was  poflible,  the  remainder  of  the 
and  in  that  cate,  it  was  ffrft 
agreed  upon  between  them,  to  re¬ 
print  the  poem  with  notes  and  re¬ 
marks  by  Mr.  Kidgel,  in  a  feries  of 
letters  in  the  Public  Ledger,  “  a  daily 
paper,  of  which  Mr.  Faden  is  the 
Printer.”  But  upon  “  more  deliberate 
reflection,”  they  wifely  apprehended 


greater  emolument  might  be  derived 

from  it,  by  offering  it  up  as  an  aflift- 

ant  to  Government,  to  facilitate  the 

intended  deftrudtion  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 

With  this  view  Mr.  Kidgel  commu- 

O  4  nicated 
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jicated  the  fheets  to  his  patron  Lord 
March,  who  laid  them  before  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State.  From  that  moment 
u  was  refolved  to  profecute  Mr. 
Wilkes  for  publijhing  this  idle  piece. 
It  is  but  fair  to  remark,  that  if  the 
work  had  been  ten  thoufand  times 
worfe  than  it  was,  «  yet  it  would  fall  far 
fhort  in  infamy  to  the  traiterous  me¬ 
thods  employed  to  bring  it  to  a  pro- 
fecution.”  And  Mr.  Wilkes’s  own 
obfervation  on  this  matter  is  too  juft, 
not  to  be  convincing,  “  That  if  the 
North  Briton  had  never  appeared,  the 

Effay  on  Woman  would  never  have  been 
called  in  que/lion.” 

He  next  employed  his  prefs  in 
printing  the  firft  forty-five  numbers  of 
the  ISiorth  Briton,  in  two  volumes, 
with  notes  and  fome  corrections  ;  to 
which  he  aifc>  added  a  third  volume, 
which  has  not  yet  been  publiihed. 

It  was  for  this  aft  of  imprudence 
that  he  afterwards  fuffered.  Hitherto 
lie  had  made  it  his  boaft,  that  fo  ex¬ 
tremely 
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tremely  cautious  had  the  author  of 
that  North  Briton  been,  the  Miniftry 
were  not  in  pofTeflion  of  any  legal  and 
pofitive  evidence  againft  him.  What 
a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  a£t  of  im¬ 
prudence  then  was  this,  to  furnifh  his 
enemies  with  the  poflibility  only  of 
obtaining  evidence  for  his  own  de- 
ftrudtion !  Earl  Temple  repeatedly 
advifed  him  againft  taking  this  unne- 
ceflary  flep,  and  took  uncommon  pains 
to  convince  him  of  the  danger  to 
which  he  expofed  himfelf  by  it.  But 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  laid  down  the  plan 
cf  his  condudt,  and  he  was  too  firm 
in  his  refolution  to  make  any  alteration 
in  it.  All  his  friends  joined  in  re- 
prefenting  to  him  the  folly  and  danger 
of  introducing  that  printing  prefs  into 
his  houfe ;  but  he  was  immoveable. 
Unfortunate  man,  who  had  the  greatcft 
caufe  of  Public  Liberty  in  his  hands, 
which  had  ever  agitated  the  minds  of 
men,  and  refufed  to  follow  the  advice 
of  his  friends !  Had  he,  upon  his 

difcharge 
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difcharge  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
refted  himfelf  contented  and  quiet, 
while  his  friends  carried  on  all  the  necef- 
fary  profecutions  againft  his  enemies,  he 
would  have  had  the  honour  of  all  the 
victories ;  and  the  North  Briton  itfelf,  as 
it  was  publifhed  in  the  city  of  London, 
and  as  there  was  not  fufficient  evidence  to 
reach  Mr.  Wilkes,  muft  have  been  tried 
by  a  London  Jury;  and  whether  the  fen- 
timents  of  fuch  a  Jury  might  have  agreed 
with  thofe  of  the  Weftminfter  Jury, 
which  was  afterwards  chofen,  is  not  ma¬ 
terial,  as  theverdidl  could  nothave  affedted 
Mr. Wilkes;  therefore  he  might  have 
been  perfedtly  fafe ;  and,  as  to  the  Pub- 
lifher,  it  is  very  certain  he  would  not 
have  been  friendlefs.  In  that  cafe,  Mr. 
Wilkes  muft  indubitably  have  triumph¬ 
ed  over  theAdminiftration;  and  it  is  impof- 
lible  to  fay  what  might  not  have  been  the 
confequences  of  a  vidlory  fo  complete  and 
extenfive.  But  the  faireft  profpedt,  and 
the  moft  promifing  certainty  of  accom- 
pliftiing,  perhaps  for  ever,  the  ruin  of  that 

Admi- 


(  2  1 1  ) 

Adminiftration,  he  precipitately  deftroy- 
ed,  by  wantonly  and  obftinately  laying 
the  foundation  of  his  own. 

However,  the  fervices  which  through 
him  have  been  done  to  the  Liberties  of 
his  country  ;  the  incredible  rage  of  more 
than  brutal  malice,  and  the  inhuman  fpi- 
rit  of  perfecution,  by  which  he  was  un¬ 
fairly  crulhed  ;  the  defiance  which  his 
cruel  enemies  bid  to  every  restraint  of 
Law,  Liberty  and  Juftice,  in  order  to 
deftroy  him ;  and  the  compaflion  that  is 
now  due  to  his  fufferings,  ought  to  draw 
a  veil  over  his  political  errors,  and  bury 
the  rememberance  of  them  for  ever. 

When  he  had  finished  printing  the 
two  volumes  of  the  North  Briton,  and 
given  the  neceffary  dire&ions  for  publifh- 
ing  them  to  the  world  at  large,  he  retired 
to  France  for  a  few  weeks.  During  his 
ihort  ftay  at  Paris,  he  was  infulted  by  one 
Captain  Fortes,  a  Scotch  Officer  in  the 
French  fervice.who  undertook  to  revenge 
all  the  injuries  done  to  his  country  by  the 
North  Briton,  which  no  more  belonged 
to  him  than  to  any  other  man  ;  but  luch 

was 
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was  then,  and  probably  is  ftill,  the  con¬ 
federated  enmity  of  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  on  account  of 
that  fatirical  paper,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
to  fee  this  man  heated  with  malice,  and 
probably  encouraged  by  money  and  pro- 
nufes  from  England,  taking  advantage  of 
Mr.  Wi  l  k  e  s’s  refidence  in  Paris, the  more 
fecurely  to  execute  his  bafe  and  unprovo- 
Ked  defign.  Mr,  Wilkes  declined  fight¬ 
ing  him  at  the  inftant  of  their  firft  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  public  ftreet,  but  told  him 
where  he  lodged ;  the  Captain  came,  but 
brought  no  fecond.  The  affair  prefently 
came  to  the  ears  of  theMarfhals  of  France, 
who  put  Mr.  Wilkes  under  an  arreft. 
Forbes  took  refugein  the  houfe  of  Alex." 
Murray,  Efq;  who  formerly  made  l'o 
much  noife  in  England,  and  who  now 
afforded  this  man  an  afylum.  However 

Mr.  Wilkes  acquainted  Mr.  Murray, 

by  letter,  that  he  would  meet  Forbes  at 
Memn,  the  firft  town  in  Auftrian  Flan¬ 
ders.  But  Forbes  had  fled  to  England, 
where  it  being  foon  known  that  he  had' 
ferved  againft  the  government  in  theScot- 

tifh 
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tidi  rebellion  of  1745*  his  friends,  to 
prevent  his  coming  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  law  as  a  rebel,  procured  him  a 
commiffion  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of 
Portugal. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Lord  Bute  returns  from  Harrowgate,  and 
refolves  to  alter  the  Minijlry.  Negotiates 
•with  Mr.  Pitt.  Duke  of  Leeds propofed 
for  Prefident  of  the  Council.  That  no¬ 
mination  oppofed  by  Lord  Bute.  Death 
of  Lord  Egremont.  Lord  Bute  meets 
Mr.  Pitt.  Conferences  between  hisMa- 
jefty  and  Mr,  Pitt.  The  negotiation 
breaks  off,  and  why.  Duke  of  Bedford 
made  Prefident  of  the  Council ,  and  Lord 
Sandwich  Secretary  of  State.  Lord  Bute 
goes  into  the  country.  The  rotten  part  of 
tkeMinority  abandon  their  treacherousen- 
gagements.  Mr.  Charles  Torke  rejigns. 

AS  foon  as  the  popular  heats  were  a 
little  fubfided,  the  Karl  of  Bute 
icturned  from  1  iarrowgatej  and  being  ever 

unfleady 
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unfteady  in  his  refolutions,  he  began  W 
iorm  a  defign  of  unmaking  the  adminif- 
tration  he  had  fo  lately  made ;  or  at  lead: 
of  making  fuch  alterations  in  it  as  Should 
give  it  a  new,  and  different  complexion. 
It  had  ever  been  his  wifh  to  reftore  Mr. 
Pitt, but  underfuch  limitations  as  fhould 
leave  himfelf  in  full  pofTeffion  of  a  fecret 
and  over-ruling  influence ;  and  he  had,  for 
a  considerable  time,  entertained  himfelf 

with  the  hopes  of  accomplishing  this  dar¬ 
ling  plan  of  clandestine  politics;  as  no¬ 
thing  could  fo  effectually  fecure  him  from 
the  hatred  of  the  people,  and  give  perma¬ 
nency  to  his  power  in  the  court.  And  it 
is  more  than  probable,  he  knew  his  chan¬ 
nel  of  conveyance  to  Mr.  Pitt,-  and  that 
a  communication  had,  forfome  time,  been 
opened  between  them,  elfe  what  reafon 
can  be  given  for  Mr.BECKFORD’s  conduit, 
who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  at  the 
time  of  making  the  peace,  in  not  calling 
a  Lourt  of  Common  Council,  to  prepare 
and  prefent  petitions  to  Parliament  againft 
the  Preliminary  Articles.  This  behaviour 
would  have  been  Spirited,  and  worthy  the 

metro- 
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metropolis  of  England,  which  fo  zea- 
loufly  condemned  thofe  articles,  and  the 
treaty  itfelf.  If  that  ftep  had  been  taken, 
it  is  not  very  probable  the  vote  of  appro¬ 
bation  would  have  been  fo  much  to  the 
Favourite’s  Honour. 

The  Earl  of  Granville,  Prefident 
of  the  Council,  had  been  dead  fome 
time,  and  the  council-chair  had  ever 
fince  remained  vacant.  That  circum- 
ftance  feemed  to  afford  an  opening  for 
his  Lordfhip  to  try  his  intended  expe¬ 
riments.  The  Minifters  propofed  fil¬ 
ling  the  council-chair  with  the  Duke  of 
Leeds,  but  Lord  Bute  oppofed  their 
nomination,  and  they  had  not  ftrength 
nor  weight  enough  to  infill  upon  it. 
That  nomination  was  not  agreeable  to 
his  Lordfhip’s  plan ;  which  though  not 
fixed,  was  yet  fufficiently  determined  to 
dictate  that  exclufion.  Therefore,  the 
council-chair  continued  empty  fome  time 
longer. 

In  September  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont  died.  This  was  an  event  the 
moft  favourable  to  Lord  Bute’s  de- 
ngns  that  can  be  imagined,  and  he  de¬ 
termined 
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termined  to  ilrike  the  ftroke  immediate* 
jy.  He  fird:  employed  Sir  Harry  Er- 
$kine  to  open  the  matter  to  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Beckford.  Through  this  chan¬ 
nel  offers  were  made  to  Mr.  Pitt 
to  come  into  the  Adminiftration.  A 
conference  was  inftantly  agreed  upon 
between  the  Principals,  and  Mr, 
Beckford’s,  in  Soho-fqu^re,  was  fix¬ 
ed  upon  for  the  place  of  meeting.  But 
afterwards  Lord  Bute  altered  his  mind, 
and  did  not  chufe  to  go  to  Mr.  Beck- 
ford’s,  but  went  in  difguife,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  to  Mr.  Pitt’s 
own  home  in  Jermyn-ftreet.  He  found 
Mr.  Pitt  extremely  willing  to  re-pof- 
fefs  his  late  Office ;  but  the  acceptance 
of  another  very  important  and  mod: 
capital  condition,  which  his  Lordffiip 
wiffied,  Mr.  Pitt  obftruded  with  in- 
fuperable  difficulties.  It  was,  that  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  fhould 
be  fir  ft  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  “  When 
the  Earl  of  Bute  found  this  projed  in- 
admiffible,  he  reforted  to  a  tecond  ex¬ 
pedient  for  gaining  Mr.  Pitt,  by  pro- 
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pofing  fuch  arrangements  as  might  foften 

the  removal  of  thofe  among  the  King  s 

•  1 

fervants,  whom  that  Gentleman  did  not 
approve  in  the  flations  they  then  held ; 
and  he  parted  from  Mr.  Pitt  in  a  belief 
that  the  latter  would  engage  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration.”  In  confequence  of  this 
opinion,  Mr.  Pitt  was  introduced  to  the 
King,  at  the  Queen’s-palace,  on  Satur¬ 
day  the  29th  of  September  1763.  What 
the  particulars  of  this,  and  a  fccond  con¬ 
ference,  which  was  held  on  the  Monday 
following,  were,  have  not  tranfpired,  nor 
in  all  probability  ever  will.  The  very 
few  who  are  really  acquainted  with  them, 
have  too  much  confidence,  and  too  much 
honour,  to  difclofc  fecrcts  of  fo  delicate 
a  nature.  But  the  reader  cannot  be  total'y 
at  a  lofs  to  guefs  at  fome  part  of  them, 
by  what  has  been  already  related  of  what 
palled  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Bute. 
Thofe  conditions  were  fuch  as  Mr.  Pi  t  r 
could  not  accept;  and  at  the  fecond  con¬ 
ference,  which  he  had  the  honour  to  have 

P  with 
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with  his  Majesty,  he  excufed  himfelf 
from  then  entering  into  his  Majesty’s 
fervice,  upon  which  the  whole  negoti¬ 
ation  broke  off.  Thus  it  is  clear  and  un¬ 
doubted,  that  Lord  Bute  had  the  merit 
of  bringing  on  this  negotiation  j  and  it 
may  be  added,  without  the  lead;  hazard  of 
contradiction,  that  to  him  likewife  belongs 
tne  merit  of  its  mifcarrriage ;  for  he  besjan 
to  be  afraid  of  his  own  filly  work.  He 
probably  confidered,  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  already  in  office,  weak  and  incapable 
as  he  acknowledged  them  to  be,  would 
prove  mote  tractable  fcreens  to  his  former 
mifcondudt,  and  the  continuance  of  his 
power,  than  he  ffiould  find  Lord  Tem~ 
ple,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  their  colleagues, 
who  he  was  allured  would,  if  poffible, 

'annihilate  his  influence  in  bufinefs.  His  own 

heart,  therefore,  failing  him,  as  it  had 
done  before,  when  he  fled  from  his  own 
victory  and  ran  away  to  Harrowgate,  he 
broke  off  the  negociation  more  precipi¬ 
tately  than  he  brought  it  on.  And  the 

many 
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many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  in  the 
oppofition,  who  had  haftened  to  town  in 
expectation  of  being  gratified  with  good 
places,  returned  to  the  country  with  lefs 
pleafure  than  they  left  it. 

There  being  an  end  lor  the  prefent  of  t 
this  plan  of  adminiftration,  the  lublilting 
Minifters  were  indulged  with  remaining 
in  the  offices  they  then  held,  and  were 
permitted  to  call  in  fuch  affiftance  as 
they  thought  mod  proper  and  neceliary. 
In  confequence  of  this  periniffion,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who  had  retired  in  a 
flight  difguft  loon  after  his  return  from 
France,  was  fent  for,  and  defired  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  office  of  Lord  Prefident  of 
his  Majefty’s  Council.  Kis  Grace  was  a 
man  of  more  weight  and  interefi,  and 
had  been  more  experienced  in  bufinefs 
than  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  which,  in  all 
probability,  were  the  reafons  winch  led 
the  Miniftors  from  their  former  purpofe. 
The  fuperior  character  of  the  Duke,  and 
the  great  (Length  he  brought  with  him 
to  the  adminiftration,  gave  it  the  appella- 
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tion  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  Miniftry, 
Lord  Sandwich,  who,  in  the  laft 

change,  had  been  promoted  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  upon  the  intereft  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  was  now  confidered  as  the  next 
mod;  ufeful  man,  and  him  they  refolved 
to  make  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room 
of  the  late  Lord  Egremont  ;  and  Lord 
Egmont  fupplied  Lord  Sandwich’s 
place  at  the  Admiralty.  When  thefe  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made,  the  adminiftration 
thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  face 
the  Parliament.  But  to  fecure  the  {liability 
of  their  lyftem,  and  give  it  an  air  of  per¬ 
manency  with  the  public,  the  obvious  and 
necelfary  meafure  was  to  get  rid  of  the 
fickle  hand  of  the  Favourite.  Whilft 
that  was  hanging  over  them,  their  fituations 
were  apparently  unfafe  •,  therefore  they 
demanded  his  abfence.  He  allured  them 
in  the  firongefl  manner,  he  would  not 
interfere  in  any  of  their  departments,  nor 
in  bulinefs  of  any  kind.  But  they  difre- 
garded  his  promifes,  having  found  him 
deceitful ;  and  having  entered  into  a  fepa- 

ratc 
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rate  in  to  reft,  by  which  they  had  acquired 
an  independent  ftrength,  they  fiimly  in- 
iifted  upon  it.  Public  bufmefs  being  now 
in  a  condition  too  nice  and  critical  to  ha¬ 
zard  throwing  the  State  into  confufion,  he 
was  forced  to  comply  ;  and  confented  to 
pafs  his  winter  at  his  neweftate  in  Bed  ford - 
ihire*.  This  maxim  of  banifhing  the 

Favou- 


*  One  of  his  Friends  has  given  the  following  account 

of  hi s  conduct . 

The  E.  of  B.  had  no  hand  in  either  of  the  two 
promotions  juft  now  fpoke  of  ;  for,  upon  the  failure 
of  his  fyftem,  he  refolved  to  concern  himfelf.no 
more  in  the  affairs  of  adminiftration.  He  law  it  ini- 
poflible  to  mix  in  their  confultations  with  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  ,  a  IVlinifter  being  at  the  head  of  the  I 
fury  whom  he  had  fo  lately  confented  to  difplace  for 
the  fake  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  faw  it  to  be  equally  im- 
praaicable,  if  he  was  willing,  to  offer  fee  ret  advice 
to  his  Sovereign,  independently  of  his  official  Mi- 
nifters  ;  for,  if  they  had  a  ipark  of  dignity,  or  even 
a  grain  of  pride  in  their  compofitions,  they  could 
not  continue  a  day  in  the  K’s  fervice,  after  finding 
their  fentiments  in  bufmefs,  or  recommendations  to 
office,  over-ruled,  or  other  meafures  and  promotions 
obtruded  upon  them,  bv  a  perfon  with  whom  they 
had  fo  recently  been  offended.  He  wrote  a  letter, 
therefore,  (not  to  Mr.  Grenville,  or  any  other  of 
the  Minifters)  but  to  his  gracious  Sovereign,  humbly 
ftatin^  the  resolution,  which,  for  the  K’s  fervice,  as 
well  as  for  his  own  cafe,  he  had  thought  himfclf  ob¬ 
liged  to  take  ;  and  then  to  remove,  if  poiiible,  all 
” &  P  2  occa- 
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Favourite,  did  not,  for  a  time,  at  Ieaff, 
afford  that  idea  of  fecurity  to  the  admi- 
niffration  in  the  opinions  of  others,  which 
it  really  produced.  He  was  known  to  be 

occafior.5  of  jealoiify,  he  retired  to  his  houfe  in  Bed- 
fordinire  for  the  whole  enfumg  winter  1763-4. 

#becaL1fe  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  drefs  up 
an  artificial  tale,  I  do  afTert  what  I  moP  fincerely  and 
honenly  believe,  and  think  I  have  folid  grounds  for 
believing,  that,  from  the  period  when  his  plan  mis¬ 
carried  of  Prengthening  Government  by  the  acquifi- 
t!on  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  Autumn  1763,  he  hath  been  a 
private  man,  taking  no  (hare  or  part  whatfoever  in 
any  of  the  proceedings  of  AdminiPration,  or  adfs  of 
Ptate,  either  by  confultation  with  the  fervants  of  the 
Crown,  or  by  difeourfe  and  fecret  fuggePion  to  the 
high  Perfonage  who  fo  worthily  wears  it. 

The  letter  abovementioned  gave  Mr.  Grenville 
no  claim  to  expect  of  the  E.  of  B.  his  retirement 
from  the  concerns  of  State  ;  no  right  to  complain  of 
breach  of  faith,  if  he  fhould  afterwards  have  Pepped 
forwards  and  been  received  by  the  Crown  into  the 
management  of  affairs,  either  open  or  avowed,  or 
fecret  and  confidential  ;  becaufe  that  letter  had  no¬ 
thing  in  it  of  the  nature  of  a  compadf  with  APr. 
Grenville,  or  any  otfi'er  perfon:  it  could  not  pofiibly 
be  any  part  of  his  inducements  for  continuing  in  of¬ 
fice,  after  the  flight  he  had  met  with  in  feeing  Mr. 
Pitt  fo  much  preferred  before  him  by  the  negotiation 
of  September  1763  ;  for  the  letter  was  not  wrote 
’till  he  had  digePed  that  indignity,  and  agreed  to  Pay 
in  the  K  ’s  fervice  ;  nay,  there  was  a  pa  Page  in 
the  letter,  which  exprefsly  mentioned  Mr.  Grenville’s 
determination  to  keep  his  employment,  as  an  event 
that  hac]  then  actually  taken  place. 


incon- 
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inconftant;  the  late  negotiation  manifefted 
his  power ;  and  it  was  believed,  and  ex¬ 
pected,  he  would  foon  re-appear ;  there¬ 
fore  many  apprehended  that  the  hoftihty 
now  pradifed  towards  him,  was  impru¬ 
dent,  and  might  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  total  change  of  Minifters.  In  the  agi¬ 
tation  of  thefe  hopes  and  fears,  which 
were  varioufly  predominant,  the  rotten 
part  of  the  Minority,  who  had  deferted 
from  the  true  friends  of  Liberty,  and  had 
entered  into  thofe  infamous  engagements 
to  fupport  General  Warrants,  and  vote 
away  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  already 
fpoken  of,  now  finding  that  the  ftrength 
and  popularity  of  the  caufe  had  (hook  the 
Adminiftration,  abandoned  thofe  engage¬ 
ments;  becaufe  they  thought  the  beft  of 
the  lay  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Oppofition. 
They  believed  there  was  a  profped  of 
coming  in  with  their  friends,  whom  they 
had  fo  lately  offered  to  betray,  and  whole 
patriotic  and  fpirited  conduct  they  now 
confeffed  and  extolled.  They  begged 
pardon  of  thofe  friends,  and  foliated  to  be 

taken  into  favour.  Good  men  are  never 

p  4.  mali- 
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malicious  :  they  were  forgiven;  and  tho’ 
not  quite  clear  of  fufpicion,  that  they 
would  again  defer  t,  if  there  thou  Id  be  a 
probability  of  their  getting  into  office  yet 
it  was  fenfibly  urged,  that  when  a  party  is 
once.  formed,  it  muft  have  numbers  to 
give  it  weight,  therefore  thefe  were  better 
than  none  ;  and  if  they  agreed  to  defend 
and  fupport  Liberty,  with  the  others  who 
really  loved  it,  it  was  not  material  what 
wete  their  views.  When  thefe  diffe¬ 
rences,  therefore,  no  longer  fubfided,  and 
wnen,  according  to  all  human  probability 
and  the  fentiments  of  the  bed  and  wifeft 
men  of  both  parties,  the  adminidratiori 

notwithstanding  its  late  repairs,  could  not 

idand  hill  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Yorke  refigned  his  pod  of 
Attorney  General.  His  reafons  for  leaving 
the  Court  are  not  of  importance  :  perhaps 
ne  thought  it  would  be  mod  to  his  advan¬ 
tage  to  refig  n  early,  m  order  to  have  the 
mem  of  coming  out  a  pure  and  unfpotted 
Wh.g,  to  join  the  party  of  that  name, 
who  had  twice  changed  their  principles  in 


the  fpace  of  a  few  months.  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  was  made  Attorney  General  in 
his  room. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

The  Parliament  meets.  Ills  Majefty s  mef- 
fage  concerning  Mr.  Wilkes.  Remark. 
The  North  Briton  voted  a  Libel.  Mr. 
Wilkes  complains  of  a  breach  of  privilege. 
Complaint  a  gain  ft  the  Lffay  on  Woman . 
Letters  between  Mr.  I!  ilkcs  and  Mr. 
Martin:  Duel  between  them.  Both 
Ilonfes  vote  away  privilege  in  the  cate  of 
a  Libel.  P  rot  eft  againfl  it.  Duke  of 

Newcafle  refufes  to  fign  that  Prstejl. 

THE  Adminiftration  having  deter¬ 
mined  to  meet  the  Parliament,  the 
fame  was  called  on  the  13  th  of  Nov. 
1763.  All  the  neceflary  information  fuffi- 
cient  to  ground  refolutions, perhaps  already 
formed, for  the  condemnations, and  if  pofli- 
blc  thedeftrudtion  ofMr.  Wilkes, had  by 
this  time  been  procured.  Faden,  the  Printer, 

had  been  extremely  induftrious;  he  had  fe- 

cui  edChvr,ry,one  of  Mr.  W 1  LKEs’sjourncy- 

men. 
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men,  to  become  the  thorough-paced  tool  of 
Government;  and  Mr.  Webb  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  extraordinary  evi¬ 
dence  this  man  was  ready  to  give.  By 
thefe  two  worthy  gentlemen,  was  one 
of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  fervants  corrupted  to 
betray  his  mailer’s  fecrets,  to  become 
evidence  againft  him  before  the  Par¬ 
liament,  and  the  Courts  of  Juflice,  with 
refpedl  to  printing  both  the  North  Britons  * 
and  the  Effay  on  Woman.  This  fellow 
was  the  only  pofitive  evidence  that  Go¬ 
vernment  could  bring  againft  Mr.  Wilkes. 
And  he  went  through  all  this  dirty  work, 
with  fuch  dexterity  andadroitnefs,  that  he 
feemed  to  have  been  well  prepared  and 
inftrudted,  for  this  infamous  bufinefs. 
The  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
Kidgel,  Webb,  Faden,  Hafj'al,  and  Curry, 
dined  together,  and  held  a  grand  confe¬ 
rence,  at  one  of  the  Taverns  in  Weftmin- 
fter,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  arrange  and 
fix  their  weighty  affairs. 

Asfoon  as  the  feflions  was  opened,  Mr. 
Wilkes  (who  had  been  fome  time  re¬ 
turned  from  France]  offered  to  make  a 

com- 
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complaint  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
Parliament.  But  Mr.  Grenville,  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  a  melfage 
from  the  King  to  communicate  to  the 
Houfe,  and  it  was  determined  to  hear  that 
firft :  though  a  complaint  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  generally  takes  place  of  every 
thing  elfe.  But  this  was  not  the  only  in¬ 
dance  of  the  unexpe&ed  complailance  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  views  of 
the  Crown.  The  meiTage  was  to  this 
cifedt : 

“  That  his  Majedy  having  received  in¬ 
formation,  that  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  was  the  author  of 
a  mod:  leditious  and  dangerous  libel,  pub- 
liflaed  fince  the  laid  feflion  of  Parliament, 
he  had  caufedthe  laid  John  W ilkes,  Efq; 
to  be  apprehended  and  fecured,  in  order 
to  his  being  tried  for  the  fame,  by  due 
courfe  of  law;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  havinsr 
been  difebarged  out  of  cudody  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  upon  account  of 
his  privilege  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe; 
and  having,  when  called  upon  by  the 
legal  procefsofthe  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 

dood 
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ft<K>d  out,  and  declined  to  appear  and 
anfwer  to  an  information,  which  had  been 
exhibited  againft  him  by  his  Majefty’s 
Attorney  General,  for  the  fame  offence ;  ' 
jn  this  fituation,his  Majefty  being  defirous 
to  fhew  all  poffible  attention  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  every 
inftance  wherein  they  can  be  fuppofed  to 
be  concerned ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
thinking  it  of  the  utmoft  importance  not 
to  fuffer  the  public  juftice  of  the  kingdom 
to  be  eluded,  had  chofen  to  direct  the  faid 
libel,  and  alfo  copies  of  the  examinations, 
upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  appre¬ 
hended  and  fecured,  to  be  laid  before  that 
Houfe  for  their  confideration. 

[The  reader  will  obferve,  that  thefe 
papers  were,  the  North  Briton,  No.  45, 
of  the  original  publication,  for  which  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  never  profecuted  j  and  the 
informations  of  Kearjly  and  Balfe,  neither 
of  which  were  upon  oath.] 

Had  Charles  the  Firft,  when  he  was  fo 
defirous  of  feizing  the  five  Members  in 
1641,  added  with  the  fame  policy,  he 
would  mofl  effectually  have  deflroyed  the 

Li- 
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Liberties  of  England.  But  Charles  was 
too  precipitate  ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  taking  fire  at  his  violence,  from  that 
moment  refolved  to  refill  him.  The  Mi- 
riiflersoftheGeorge  the  Third,  feem  to  have 
profited  by  that  imprudence.  The  King 
wants  a  Member  to  be  punifhed  ;  they  do 
not  advife  his  Majeflyto  come  himfelfand 
feize  him  ;  but  to  fend  a  meflage.  The 
Houfe  returned  thanks  for  this  meflage,  and 
went  direCtly  into  the  confideration  of  the 
paper  :  and  though,  according  to  tire  mef- 
fage,  the  matter  was  clearly////’  judtce,  and 
they  had  not  heard  what  their  own  Mem¬ 
ber  had  to  offer  why  it  was  not  come  to 
an  hearing,  yet  they  refolved,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  273  againft  1 1 1,  “  That  the  pa¬ 
per  entitled,  ' The  North  Briton,  No.  a 5, 
is  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  fcditious  libel, 
containing  exprefiions  of  the  moll:  unex¬ 
ampled  infolence  and  contumely  towards 
his  Majefty,  the  grofleft  afperfions  upon 
both  Houles  of  Parliament,  and  the  moll 
audacious  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
whole  Legi (future,  and  moll  nvunifeilly 
tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
.  „  people 
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people  from  his  A  Lajeily,  to  withdraw 
them  from  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of 

the  realm,  and  to  excite  them  to  traito¬ 
rous  infurredtions.” 

Was  not  this  pre-judging  the  law,  and 
forcftalhng  the  opinion  of  a  Jury  ?  In 
order,  however,  to  compleat  their  ftigma, 
they  ordered  the  paper  to  be  burnt  by  the 
common  hangman.  Then  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  permitted  to  make  his  complaint  of  a 
breacn  of  privilege,  which  he  did  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

“  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  a  few  fads,  which  have  occured 
fince  our  la  ft  meeting,  becaufe,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  (which  I  fhall  always 
fubmit  to  this  Houfe)  the  Rights  of  all 
the  Commons  of  England,  and  the  Privi¬ 
leges  of  Parliament  have,  in  my  perfon, 
been  highly  violated.  I  fliall,  at  prefent, 
content  myfelf  with  barely  Rating  the 
faCr?.,  and  leave  the  mode  of  proceeding  to 
the  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe. 

“  On  the  goth  of  April,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  I  was  made  a  prifoner  in  my  own 

houfe, 
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houfe,  by  Tome  of  the  King’s  Meffengers. 
I  demanded  by  what  authority  they  had 
forced  their  way  into  my  room,  and  was 
fhewn  a  warrant  in  which  no  perfon  was 
named  in  particular,  but  generally  the  Au¬ 
thors,  Printers  and  Publiffiers  of  a  fedi- 
tious  and  treafonable  paper,  entitled.  The 
North  Briton,  No.  45.  The  Meffengers 
infifted  on  my  going  before  Lord  Halifax, 
which  I  abfolutely  refilled,  becaufe  the 
warrant  was,  I  thought,  illegal,  and  did 
not  refped  me.  I  applied,  by  my  friends, 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  a  I  {.1- 
beas  Corpus,  which  was  granted,  but  as  the 
proper  office  was  not  then  open,  it  could 
not  immediately  iffue.  I  was  afterwards 
carried,  by  violence,  before  the  Earls  of 
Egremont  and  Halifax,  whom  I  in¬ 
formed  of  the  orders  given  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Habeas  Corpus  ; 
and  I  enlarged  upon  this  fubjedt  to  Mr. 
W ebb,  the  bol k  itor  ol  the  1  reaiury.  1 
was,  however,  hurried  away  to  the  Tower 
by  another  warrant,  which  declared  me 
the  Author  and  Publiffier  of  a  moil  infa¬ 
mous  and  feditious  libel,  intitle  1,  Th: 

North 
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North  Briton ,  No.  45.  The  word  tred* 
finable  was  dropt,  yet  I  was  detained  a 
clofe  prifoner,  and  no  perfon  was  Suffered 
to  come  near  me  for  almoSt  three  days,  al¬ 
though  my  Council,  and  feveral  of  my 
friends,  demanded  admittance,  in  order 
to  concert  the  means  of  recovering  my 
Liberty.  My  houfe  was  plundered,  my 
bureaus  broke  open,  by  order  of  two  of 
your  Members,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
We  bb,  and  all  my  papers  carried  awav. 
After  Six  days  imprisonment  I  was  dis¬ 
charged,  by  the  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  “  That  the 
“  Privilege  of  this  Houfe  extended  to  my 
cate.  “  Notwithstanding  this  Solemn  deci¬ 
sion  of  one  of  the  King’s  fuperior  Courts  of 

JuStice,  a  few  days  after,  I  was  ferved  with 
*  J 

a  fubpmna  upon  an  information  exhibited 
againft  me  in  the  King’s  Bench.  I  loft  no 
time  in  confuting  the  beSt  Books,  as  well 
as  the  greatest  livingauthoritiesj  and  from 
the  trueSt  judgment  I  could  form,  I 
thought  that  the  Serving  me  with  the  fub- 
pcena  was  another  violation  of  the  Privi¬ 
lege  oS  Parliament,  which  I  will  neither 

defert 
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defert  nor  betray,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
yet  entered  an  appearance. 

“  I  now  (land  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Houfe,  fubmitting,  with  the  utmoft  de¬ 
ference,  the  whole  cafe  to  their  juftice  and 
wifdom,  and  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  if, 
after  this  important  bufinefs  has  in  its  full 
extent  been  maturely  weighed,  you  fhall 
be  of  opinion,  that  I  am  entitled  to  Pri¬ 
vilege,  I  (hall  then  be  not  only  ready,  but 
eagerly  defirous,  to  wave  that  privilege, 
and  to  put  myfelf  upon  a  jury  of  my 
countrvmen.” 

The  hearing  of  the  matter  of  this 
complaint  was  put  oft. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  complaint  was 
made  of  theElfay  on  Woman,  which  was 
produced  ;  that  is,  as  much  as  the  evi¬ 
dence,  Curry ,  had  ftolen.  Its  obfccnity 
and  profanity  were  particularly  execrated 
by  the  Earl  of  S.  and  the  B.  of  G.  com¬ 
plained  of  a  breach  of  Privilege,  his  name 
being  inferted  in  one  of  the  notes. 

Such  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  firfl  day’s 
feffion,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

When  he  heard  of  the  motion  againfl  him 
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in  the  Koufe  of  Lords,  he  was  thunder- 
ftruCt ;  he  had  not  the  lead  fufpicion  that 
the  Effay  on  Woman,  in  which  he  thought 
he  had  been  fo  cautious,  was  to  furnilh  a 
new  accufation  againft  him.  Now,  per¬ 
fectly  indifferent  what  he  did,  or  whether 
he  lived  or  died,  grown  defperate  by  mif- 
fortunes,  and  knowing  the  malice  of  his 
enemies,  he  came  home  on  Wednefday 
morning  (the  16th)  the  houfe  having  fat 
’till  that  time,  and  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  Martin,  who  had  infulted 
him  the  preceding  evening. 

Great  George- [treet,  Wednefday,  Nov.  16. 

S  I  R, 

“  You  complained  yelterday  before 
five  hundred  Gentlemen,  that  you  had 
been  jlabbed  in  the  dark  by  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton,  but  I  have  realbn  to  believe  you  was 
not  fo  much  in  the  dark  as  you  affected, 
and  chofe  to  be.  Was  the  complaint, 
made  before  fo  many  Gentlemen,  on  pur- 
pofe  that  they  might  interpofe  ?  To  cut 
off  every  pretence  of  ignorance  as  to  the 
Author,  I  whilper  in  your  ear,  that  every 
paffage  of  the  North  Briton,  in  which 

you 
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you  have  been  named,  or  even  alluded  to, 

was  written  by 

Your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  WILKE  S.” 

Mr.  MARTIN’S  Anfwer. 

Ahingdon-Jlreet ,  Nov.  1 6,  1763* 

S  I  R, 

«  As  I  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
yeflerday,  that  the  writer  of  the  North 
Briton,  who  had  ftabbed  me  in  the  dark. 
Was  a  cowardly,  as  well  as  a  malignant 
and  infamous,  fcoundrel ;  and  your  letter 
of  this  morning’s  date,  acknowledges, 
that  every  paffage  of  the  North  Briton,  in 
which  I  have  been  named,  or  even  al¬ 
luded  to,  was  written  byyourfelf,  I  muff 
take  the  liberty  to  repeat,  that  you  are  a 
malignant  and  infamous  fcoundrel,  and 
that  I  defire  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
(hewing  me  whether  the  epithet  of  cow¬ 
ardly  was  rightly  applied  or  not. 

<c  I  defire  that  you  may  meet  me  in 
Hyde-Park  immediately,  with  a  brace  of 
piftols,  each  to  determine  our  difference. 

i€  I  (hall  go  to  the  Ring  in  Hyde-Park, 
with  my  piftols  fo  concealed  that  nobody 

0^2  .  may 


Hiiiy  itc  them  5  tind  I  will  Wciit  in  exp^C'* 
tation  of  you  one  hour.  As  I  (hall  call 
in  my  way  at  your  houfe  to  deliver  this 
letter,  I  propofe  to  go  from  thence  diredtly 
to  the  Ring  in  Hyde-park,  from  whence 
we  may  proceed,  if  it  be  neceflary,  to  any 
more  private  place  5  and  I  mention  that  I 
(hall  wait  an  hour  in  order  to  give  you 
full  time  to  meet  me. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant* 

SAM.  MARTIN.”* 

After 


*  The  circumftances  of  the  duel  related  bv  Mr. 
W.  are  as  follow:  when  the  Gentlemen  met  irt 
Hyde-Park,  they  walked  together  for  a  little  while 
to  avoid  fome  company  which  feemed  coming  up  to 
them.  They  brought  each  a  pair  of  piftols*  When 
they  were  alone,  the  firft  fire  was  from  Mr.  M’s  pi f- 
tol.  Mr.  M’s  piftol  miffed  Mr.  W.  and  the  piftol 
in  Mr.  W’s  hand  flafhed  in  the  pan.  The  Gentle¬ 
men  then  each  took  one  of  Mr.  W’s  pair  of  piftols  7 
Mr.  W.  milled,  and  the  ball  of  Mr.  M’s  piftol 
lodged  in  Mr.  W’s  belly.  Mr.  W.  bled  immedi¬ 
ately  very  much.  Mr.  M.  then  came  up,  and  riefi- 
red  to  give  him  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power.  Mr. 
\V.  replied,  that  Mr.  M.  had  behaved  like  a  man  of 
honour,  that  he  was  killed,  and  infilled  on  Mr. 
M’s  making  his  immediate  efcape,  and  no  creature 
fhould  know  from  Mr.  W.  how  the  afiair  happened. 
Upon  this  they  parted,  but  Mr.  M.  came  up  again 


After  a  ferles  of  adjournments,  the 
Commons,  on  the  23d  of  November, 


In  two  or  three  minutes  to  Mr.  W.  offering  him  a 
fecond  time  his  affiance,  hut  Mr.  W.  again  inhfted 
on  his  going  off.  Mr.  M.  exprefled  his  concern  for 
Mr.  VV?  faid  the  thing  was  too  well  known  by  fevc- 
ral  people,  who  came  up  almoft  dircdlly,  and  then 
went  avav.  Mr.  VV.  was  carried  home,  but  would 
not  tell  any  circumflance  of  the  cafe  ’till  he  found  it 
jo  much  known.  He  only  faid  to  the  burgeon,  £vC. 

that  it  was  an  affair  of  honour. 

The  day  following  Mr.  W.  imagining  himfelf  in 
the  grealeft  danger,  returned  Mr.  M.  his  letter, 
that  no  evidence  might  appear  again!!  him  ;  and  in¬ 
filled  upon  it  with  his  relations,  that  in  cafe  of  his 
death  no  trouble  fhould  be  given  Mr.  M.  ioi  he  had 
behaved  as  a  man  of  honour. 

Mr.  M.  not  at  the  fame  time  returning  Mr.  W’s 
letter,  occafioned  fomebody  to  remark,  That  in 
all  probability  it  was  kept  in  order  to  be  made  ufe  of 
as  a  proof  of  Mr.  W.  being  concerned  in  the  North 
Briton.  I  own,  faid  the  remarker,  that  I  cannot 
account  for  this  behaviour  of  Mr.  M.  no  more  than 
I  can  for  his  tamely  bearing  above  eight  months,  the 
abufe  upon  him.  Has  he  been  all  this  time  (Sundays 
not  excepted)  pradtifing  at  a  target  ?  That  report  is 
confirmed  by  all  his  neighbours  in  the  country.  Yet, 
after  all,  he  did  not  venture  to  fend  to  Mr.  VV.  but 
before  five  hundred  Gentlemen,  ready  to  interpofe, 
feemed  to  intend  to  begin  a  quarrel,  1  fuppofe,  that 
it  might  end  tiicre.  Mr-  W.  chofe,  coolly,  to  take 
it  up  the  next  morning,  by  a  private  letter  to  Mr. 
M.  who  in  filled  on  piltols,  without  naming  the 
fword,  though  the  choice  of  weapons  was,  by  the 
laws  of  honour,  in  Mr.  VV. 


<Y3 


refum  ed 


refumed  the  confideration  of  his  Majefty’s 
meflage,  particularly  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  point  of  privilege.  They  had 
already  voted  the  North  Briton  a  libel, 
and  now  they  were  refolved  to  vote  away 
privilege  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel,  which 
they  actually  did,  by  a  majority  of  258 

againit  133.  A  conference  was  then  de¬ 
manded  with  the  Lords,  in  order  to  com¬ 
municate  to  them  the  refolutions  of  the 
Commons,  That  the  North  Briton  was  a 
feditious  libel,  1  hat  it  be  burnt,  and  That 
privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to 
tne  writing  and  publishing  feditious  libels, 
and  to  delire  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords  ; 
who  thereupon  agreed  with  the  Commons. 
This  was  fuch  a  furrender  of  the  antient 
rights  of  Parliament,  in  mere  compliment 
to  the  views  and  purpofes  of  the  Crown, 
that  the  mod;  fenfible  and  judicious  people 
witnout  doo;  s  began  to  be  fenoufly  a— 

1  armed,  and  wonder’d  how,  in  God’s 
name,  the  Parliament  could  think  of  de- 
flroying  their  own  perfonal  fecurity,  to 
put  an  odium  upon  the  Chief  Juftice, 
whofe  '  determination  on  privilege  had 


given 
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given  fuch  univerfal  fatisfadlion,  and  to 
cover,  by  that  furrender,  the  blunders  of 
a  Minifter,  and  the  hitherto  fuppofed 
miftaken  opinions  of  the  King’s  Lawyers. 
But  this  unbounded  complaifance  of  the 
Parliament  feemcd  to  have  been  foretold. 


or  rather  pre-determined  by  the  Attorney 
General ;  for  though  his  Majefty  had  de¬ 
clared  in  his  meflage,  that  he  had  flayed 
the  law  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
on  account  of  his  privilege,  yet,  before 
this  point  was  given  up  by  the  Parliament, 
the  Attorney  General  treated  Mr.  Wilkes 
as  an  unprivileged  perfon,  by  ferving  him 
with  a  fubpeena.  In  other  times,  it  would 
have  been  confider’d  as  a  mold  daring  add  of 
prefumption  in  any  fervant  of  the  Grown, 
to  anticipate  the  determination  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  but  thefe  times  were  full  of  lenity 
and  forgivenefs.  Such  an  effort,  how  ever, 
not  only  fuperfeded  the  intention  of  his 
Majefty,  but  conveyed  difhonour  upon 
the  Parliament;  for  in  May,  his  Majefty 
orders  a  profccution  againft  a  Member  ol 
Parliament,  who  is  ferved  with  a  fubpeena. 


but  thinking  his  privilege  violated  by  it  a 

fecond 
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fecond  time,  refufes  to  appear.  His  Ma- 
je%,  tender  of  privilege,  chufes  that  no 
coercive  procefs  fhould  ilTue,  and  is  de- 
firous  of  receiving  the  fcnfe  of  his  Parlia¬ 
ment  upon  the  proceeding  ;  but  before  it 
can  be  taken  (agreeably  to  his  Majefty’s 
willies)  the  Attorney  General  prefumes  to 
renew  a  procefs,  the  propriety  of  which  a 
Home  of  Parliament  was  deliberating 
upon.  If  the  fervice  of  the  fubpcena  was 
clearly  legal,  where  was  the  neceflity  of 
applying  to  Parliament  ?  If  his  Majelfy 
had  been  advifed  that  doubts  had  been 
entertained,  what  can  be  faidin  defence  of 
the  Attorney  General,  who  arrogated  to 
himfeif  tne  authority  of  fettling  this  great 
point  (which  alone  impeded  the  original 

proiecution)  at  the  very  eve  of  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  decifion,  fo  gracioufly  defired  by 
Jus  Majelfy.  It  was  a  piece  of ffrange 
condudl :  but  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs 
was  of  one  complexion. 


1  he  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
to  tnis  furrender  of  privilege,  was  vigo¬ 
rous  anu  powerful.  It  was  managed  and 
U'd  by  the  Lari  Temple,  who  Ihewed 


himfelf 
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himfelf  to  be  as  zealous  a  defender  of  the 
privileges  of  Parliament,  as  he  had  been 
the  fecurer  of  the  liberties  of  the  people; 
and  though  out-voted,  yet  he  tranfmitted 
his  opinion  to  posterity,  in  a  proteft  that 
does  infinite  honour  to  his  judgment  and 
fpirit.  The  reader  will  find  it  in  the 
note  *,  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that 

at 


*  A  PROTEST. 

Die  Marti s>  29  Ncvembris,  1763. 

THE  order  of  the  day  for  refuming  the  adjourned 
confideration  of  the  report  ot  the  conference  with 
the  Commons  on  Friday  1  alt  being  read,  the  third 
refolution  of  the  Commons  was  read  as  follows  : 

4  Refolved  by  the  Commons  in  Parliament  ajjimbled , 

4  That  privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to 
4  the  cafe  of  writing  and  publifhing  feditious  libels, 
4  nor  cu;iht  to  be  allowed  to  obltruFt  the  ordinary 
4  courfe  of  the  laws,  in  the  fpeedy  and  effectual 
4  profecution  of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 
4  fence.’ 

And  it  being  moved  to  agree  with  the  Commons 
in  the  faid  refolution, 

The  fame  was  obje&ed  to.  After  long  debate 
thereupon, 

The  qpeftion  was  put,  Whether  to  agree  with 
the  Commons  in  the  faid  refolution  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

DiJJ'entient\ 

BECAUSE  we  cannot  hear  without  the  utmofl 
concern  and  all  on  i  (Liman,  a  doctrine  advanced  now, 

for 


)  I 


M 


H 
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at  a  previous  meeting  at  Devonfhire-houfe, 
of  fuch  Lords  as  were  expedted  to  fign 

the 

for  fhe  fird  time  in  this  Houfe,  which  we  appre¬ 
hend  to  be  new,  dangerous,  and  unwarrantable,  viz, 
I  hat  the  perfonal  privilege  of  both  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament  has  never  held,  and  ought  not  to  hold,  in  the 
cafe  of  any  criminal  profecution  whatfoever;  by 
which  all  the  records  of  Parliament,  all  hiftory,  all 
the  authorities  of  the  graved  and  fobered  Judges,  arc 
entirely  refeinded  ;  and  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  conditution,  with  regard  to  the  independence  of 
Parliament,  torn  up  and  buried  under  the  ruins  of 
our  mod  edablifhed  rights. 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  with  what  view  fuch 
a  facrifice  fhould  be  propofed,  unlefs  to  amplify,  in 
ededf,  the  jurifdicfion  of  the  inferior,  by  annihilating 
the  ancient  immunities  of  this  fuperior  Court. 

The  very  quedion  itfelf,  propofed  to  us  from  the 
Commons,  and  now  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  from 
the  letter  and  fpirit  of  it,  contradidfs  this  afl'ertion  ; 
for  whild  it  only  narrows  privilege  in  criminal  matters, 
it  edablifhes  the  principle.  The  law  of  privilege, 
touching  imprifonment  of  the  perfons  of  Lords  of 
Parliament,  as  dated  by  the  two  danding  orders, 
declares  generally.  That  no  Lord  of  Parliament, 
fitting  the  Parliament,  or  within  the  ufual  times  of 
privilege  of  Parliament,  is  to  be  imprifoned  or  re- 
ffrained  without  fentence  or  order  of  the  Houfe,  un¬ 
lefs  it  be  for  treafon  or  felony,  or  for  refufing  to  give 
fecurity  for  the  peace,  and  refufal  to  pay  obedience 
to  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  fird  of  thefe  orders  was  made  after  long  con¬ 
federation,  upon  a  dilute  with  the  King,  when  the 
precedents  of  both  Houfes  had  been  fully  infpedfed, 
commented  upon,  reported,  and  entered  in  the  jour¬ 
nals, 
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the  protefi:,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
defired  to  be  excufed  putting  his  name  to 

it, 

nals,  and  after  the  King’s  Council  had  been  heard. 
It  was  made  in  fober  times,  and  by  a  Houfe  of  Peers 
not  only  loval  but  devoted  to  the  Crown;  and  it  was 
made  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  ail,  not  one  dit- 
fenting.  Thefe  circumftances  of  folemnity,  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  unanimity,  are  fo  lingular  and  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  the  like  are  fcarce  to  be  found  in  any 
inttance  among  the  records  of  Parliament. 

When  the  two  cafes  of  furcty  for  the  Peace  and 
Habeas  Corpus  come  to  be  well  confii  ered,  it  will  be 
found  that  they  both  breathe  the  fame  fpint,  and 
grow  out  of  the  fame  principle. 

The  offences  that  call  for  furety  and  Habeas  Corpus, 
are  both  cafes  of  prefent  continuing  violence,  the 
proceedings  in  both  have  the  fame  end,  viz.  to  reprefs 
the  force,  and  to  difarm  the  offender. 

The  proceeding  ftops  in  both,  when  that  end  is 
attained  ;  the  offence  is  not  prolecuted  nor  pumfhed 
in  either  ;  the  neccttity  f  equal  in  both,  and  if  pri¬ 
vilege  was  allowed  in  either,  fo  long  as  the  necdlity 
lafts,  a  Lord  of  Parliament  would  enjoy  a  mightier 
prerogative  than  the  Ciown  itfclf  is  entitled  to. 
Laftly,  they  both  leave  the  profecution  of  all  mifde- 
meanours  ff ill  under  privilege,  and  do  not  derogate 
from  that  great  fundamental,  that  none  fhall  he  ar¬ 
retted  in  the  courfe  of  profecutii  n  for  any  crime  un¬ 
der  treafon  and  felony. 

Thefe  tw  orders  comprife  the  whole  law  of  privi¬ 
lege,  and  1  i  of  them  Handing  orders,  and  con¬ 
sequently  >  hxt  laws  of  the  Houfe,  by  which  wc 
are  aa  ;o  1  they  a.e  duly  repealed* 

1  he  r  .  t :  a\  {  the  other  Houfe,  now  agreed  to, 
is  a  direct  ..  .1.  ;:*on  to  the  rule  of  Parliamentary 

privilege. 
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it,  on  account  of  his  friend  Lord  Hard- 
wxcke,  who  had  declared  his  opinion 

againffc 

privilege,  laid  down  in  the  aforefaid  {landing  orders, 
both  in  letter  and  ipirit.  Before  the  reafons  are  Ha¬ 
ted  it  will  be  proper  to  premife  two  obfervations  : 

l  irfl,  I  hat  in  all  cafes  where  fecurity  of  the  peace 
may  be  required,  the  Lord  cannot  he  committed 
till  that  fecurity  is  refufed,  and,  confequently,  the 
Magiftrate  will  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  if 

he  commits  the  offender  without  demanding  that  fe¬ 
curity. 

Secondly,  Although  the  fecurity  fhould  be  refufed, 
yet,  if  the  party  is  committed  generally,  the  Ma¬ 
giftrate  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  becaufe 
the  party  refufing  ought  only  to  be  committed  'till 
he  has  found  fureties  ;  whereas,  by  a  general  com¬ 
mitment,  he  is  held  fa  ft,  even  though  he  fhould  give 
fureties,  and  can  only  be  difchargea  by  giving  bait  for 
his  appearance.  ~ 

This  being  premifed,  the  firft  objection  is  to  the 
generality  of  this  relolution,  which,  as  it  is  penn'd, 
denies  the  privilege  to  the  fuppofed  Libeller,  not 
only  where  he  refufes  to  give  fureties,  but  likewife 
throughout  the  whole  profecution,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  ;  fo  that,  although  he  fhould  fubmit 
to  be  bound,  he  may,  notwithftanding,  be  after¬ 
wards  ai  relied,  tried,  convidled,  and  ptmifhed,  fit¬ 
ting  the  Parliament,  and  without  leave  of  the 
Houfe,  wherein  the  law  of  privilege  is  fundamentally 
mifunderftood,  by  which  no  commitment  whatfoever 
is  tolerated,  but  that  only  which  is  made  upon  the 
rctuGd  of  the  fureties,  or  in  the  other  excepted  cafes 
of  treafon  or  felony,  and  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

If  privil  ege  will  not  hold  throughout  in  the  cafe 
of  a  feditious  libel,  it  mull  be  becaufe  that  offence 

is 
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againft  privilege.  By  this  determination 

(which  the  Lords  came  to  without  calling 

in 

is  fuch  a  breach  of  the  peace,  for  which  fureties  may 
be  demanded  ;  and  if  it  be  fo,  it  will  readily  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  cafe  comes  within  the  exception, 

4  Provided  always,  that  fureties  have  been  refirfed, 

4  and  that  the  party  is  committed  only  till  he  Piall 
4  give  fureties.’ 

Put  firft,  this  offence  is  not  a  breach  of  the  peace; 
it  does  not  fall  within  any  difinition  of  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  given  by  any  of  the  good  writers  upon 
that  iubjeft  ;  all  which  breaches,  from  menace  to 
actual  wounding;,  either  alone,  or  with  a  multitude, 
are  deferibed  to  be  a£ts  of  violence  againft  the  per- 
fon,  goods,  or  poffcflions,  putting  the  fubyext  m  leaf 
by  blows,  threats,  or  gePures.  Nor  is  this  cale  of 
the  Libeller  ever  enumerated  in  any  of  thefe  writers 
among  the  breaches  of  peace  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
always  deferibed  as  an  a&  tending  to  excite,  provoke, 
or  produce  breaches  of  the  peace  ;  and  although  a 
Secretary  of  State  may  be  pleafed  to  add  theenflaming 
epithets  of  treafonable,  traiterous,  or  feditious,  to  a 
particular  paper,  yet  no  words  are  Prong  enough  to 
alter  the  nature  of  things.  'I  o  fay  then,  that  a  li¬ 
bel,  poffibly  productive  of  fuch  a  confcquence,  is 
the  very  confcquence  fo  produced,  is,  in  other 
words,  to  declare,  that  the  caufe  and  the  effect  arc 
the  fame  thing. 

Secondly,  But  if  a  libel  could  poffibly,  by  any 
abufe  of  language,  or  has  any  where  been  called  in¬ 
advertently  a  breach  of  the  peace,  there  is  not  the 
leap  colour  to  fay,  that  the  Libeller  can  be  bound  to 
give  fureties  for  the  peace,  for  the  following  reafons : 

Becaufe  none  can  be  fo  bound  unlefs  he  he  taken  in 
the  actual  commitment  of  a  breach  of  t!  e  peace, 

Priking 


(  246  ) 

in  the  advice  of  the  Judges)  the  Members 
of  both  houfes  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 


ftriking  or  putting  fome  one  or  more  of  his  Majeffy’s 
iiibjetSts  in  fear  :  J 

Becaufe  there  is  no  authority,  or  even  ambiguous 
hint  in  any  law-book,  that  he  may  be  fo  bound  : 

Becaufe  no  Libeller,  in  fadf,  was  ever  fo  bound  i 
#  Becaufe  no  Crown  Lawyer,  in  the  mod  defpotic 
times,  ever  infided  he  fhould  be  fo  bound,  even  in 
days  when  the  prefs  fwarmedwith  the  mod  invenomed 
and  virulent  libels,  and  when  the  profecutions  raped 
with  fuch  uncommon  fury  againd  this  fpecies° of 
offenders  ;  when  the  law  of  libels  was  ranfacked  every 
term  ;  when  lois  of  ears,  perpetual  imprifonment, 
banifhment,  and  fines  of  ten  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  were  the  common  judgments  in  the  Star- 
chamber,  and  when  the  Crown  had  aifumed  an  un- 
controulable  authority  over  the  prefs. 

Thirdly,  This  refolution  does  not  only  infringe  the 
privilege  of  Parliament,  but  points  to  the  redramt  of 
the  perfonal  Liberty  of  every  common  fuhjecd  in  thefe 
realms,  feeing  that  it  does,  in  effeft,  affirm,  that  all 
men,  without  exception,  may  be  bound  to  the  peace 
for  this  offence. 

By  this  dodfrine  every  man’s  Liberty,  privileged 
as  well  as  unprivileged,  is  furrendered  into  the  hands 
of  a  Secretary  of  State  :  he  is,  by  this  means,  em¬ 
powered,  in  the  hrd  indance,  to  pronounce  the  pa¬ 
per  to  be  a  fed i tious  libel,  a  matter  of  fuch  difficulty, 
that  fome  have  pretended,  it  is  too  high  to  be  entruded 
to  a  Special  Jury,  of  the  fird  rank  and  condition  ; 
he  is  to  underltand  and  decide  by  himfelf  the  meaning 
of  every  inucndo  ;  he  is  to  determine  the  tendency 
tnereof,  and  brand  it  with  his  own  epithets  ;  he  is 
to  adjudge  the  party  guilty,  and  make  him  author  pu 

-rob 
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King’s  Attorney  General,  who  may,  on 
the  fuggeftion  of  any  of  them  being  Li- 


publifher  as  he  fees  good  ;  and,  laffly,  he  is  to  giva 


fentence  by  committing  the  party. — All  thcfe  autho¬ 
rities  are  given  to  one  fingle  Magiflrate,  unaflilled  by 
Council,  Evidence,  or  Jury,  in  a  cafe  where  the 


law  fays,  no  adion  will  lie  againff  him,  becaufe  he 


ads  in  the  capacity  of  a  Judge. 

From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  appears  to  us, 
that  the  exception  of  a  feditious  libel  from  privilege, 
is  neither  founded  on  ufage  or  written  precedents, 
and  therefore  this  refolution  is  of  the  firff  imprciiion; 


nay,  it  is  not  only  a  new  law,  narrowing  the  known 
and  ancient  rule,  but  it  is  likewifc  a  law  ex  p  <jl  fa  loy 
pendente  life ,  et  ex  parte  now  hr  It  declared  to  meet 
with  the  circumftances  of  a  particular  cafe  ;  and  it 


muft  be  farther  confidered,  that  this  Houfe  is  thus 
called  upon  to  give  a  fandion  to  the  determinations 
of  the  other,  who  have  not  condefcended  to  confer 
with  us  upon  this  point,  ’till  they  had  pre-judged  it 
themfelves. 

This  method  of  relaxing  the  rule  of  privilege,  cafe 
by  cafe,  is  pregnant  with  this  farther  inconvenience, 
that  it  renders  the  rule  precarious  and  uncertain. 
Whocan  foretel  where  the  Houfe  will  (fop,  when  they 
have,  by  one  infringement  of  their  own  {landing  or¬ 
ders,  made  a  precedent,  whereon  future  infringe¬ 
ments  may,  with  equal  reafon,  be  founded  ?  How 
{hall  the  fubjed  be  able  to  proceed,  with  fafety,  in 
this  perilous  bufinefs  ?  How  can  the  Judges  decide 
on  thefe  or  the  like  queffions,  if  privilege  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  to  be  found  in  records  and  journals,  and  {landing 
orders  ?  Upon  any  occafion  privilege  may  be  enlarged, 
and  no  court  will  venture,  for  the  future,  without 
trembling,  either  to  recognize,  or  to  deny  it. 


We 
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tellers,  imprifon  their  perfons,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  preventing  their  attending  any 

parti- 

We  manifeftly  fee  this  effect  of  excluding,  by  a 
general  refutation,  one  bailable  offence  from  privilege 
to-day,  that  it  will  be  a  precedent  for  doing  fo  by  ano- 
ther,  upon  fome  future  occafion,  ’till,  inftead  of 
privilege  holding  in  every  cafe  not  excepted,  it  will, 
at  laft,  come  to  hold  in  none  but  fuch  as  are  exprefly 
faved. 

When  the  cafe  of  the  habeas  corpus  is  relied  upon, 
as  a  precedent  to  enforce  the  declaration,  the  argu¬ 
ment  only  fhews,  that  the  mifchief  afore-mentioned 
has  taken  place  already,  fince  one  alteration,  tho’  a 
very  juft  one,  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  prefent 
cjueftion,  is  produced  to  juftify  another  that  is  unwar¬ 
rantable. 

But  it  is  ftrongly  objected,  that  if  privilege  be 
allowed  in  this  cafe,  a  Lord  of  Parliament  might 
endanger  the  conftitution,  by  a  continual  attack  of 
fucceflive  libels  ;  and  if  fuch  a  perfon  fbould  be  buf¬ 
fered  to  efcape,  under  the  fhelter  of  privilege,  with 
perpetual  impunity,  all  government  would  be  over¬ 
turned,  and  therefore  it  is  expedient  to  allow  the  pri¬ 
vilege  now,  when  the  time  of  privilege,  by  proroga¬ 
tions,  is  continued  for  ever,  without  an  interval. 

This  objection  fh all  he  anfwered  in  two  ways, 
ift.  If  inexpediency  is  to  deftroy  perfonal  privilege  in 
this  cafe  of  a  feditious  libel,  it  is  at  leaft  as  inexpedient, 
that  other  great  mifdemeanors  fhould  ftand  under  the 
like  protection  of  privilege  ;  neither  is  it  expedient 
that  the  fmaller  offences  fhould  be  exempt  from  prole - 
cution  in  the  perfon  of  a  Lord  of  Parliament ;  fo  that 
if  this  argument  of  inexpediency  is  to  prevail,  it  muff 
prevail  throughout,  and  fubvert  the  whole  law  of 
privilege  in  criminal  matter  in  which  method  of 

rea- 


particular  vote  or  debate.  Doubtlefs, 
neither  of  the  Houles  conceived,  by  fur- 

ren- 


reafoning  there  is  this  fault,  that  the  argument  proves 
t#o  much. 

If  this  inconvenience  be  indeed  grievous,  the  fault 
is  not  in  the  law  of  privilege,  but  in  the  change  of 
times,  and  in  the  management  of  prorogations  by  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  which  are  (o  contrived,  as  not 
to  leave  an  hour  open  for  juftice.  Let  the  cbjcdlion, 
neverthelefs,  be  allowed  in  its  utmoft  extent,  and 
then  compare  the  inexpediency  of  not  immediately 
profecuting  on  one  fide,  with  the  inexpediency  of 
ftrippingthe  Parliament  of  all  protedVion  from  privilege 
on  the  other.  Unhappy  as  the  option  is,  the  public 
would  rather  vvifh  to  fee  the  profecution  for  crimes 
fufpended,  than  the  Parliament  totally  unprivileged, 
although,  notwithftanding  this  pretended  inconve¬ 
nience  is  fo  warmly  magnified  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
we  are  not  apprized  that  any  fuch  inconvenience  has 
been  felt,  though  the  privilege  bias  been  enjoyed  time 
immemorial. 

But  the  fecond  and  beft  anfwer,  becaufe  it  removes 
all  pretence  of  grievance,  is  this,  that  this  Houfe, 
upon  complaint  made,  has  the  power  (which  it  will 
exert  in  favour  of  juftice)  to  deliver  up  the  offender 
to  profecution. 

it  is  a  difhonourable  and  an  undeferved  imputation 
upon  the  Lords,  to  fuppofe,  even  in  argument,  that 
they  will  nourifh  an  impious  criminal  in  their  bo- 
foms,  againft  the  call  of  offended  juftice,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  of  their  country 

It  is  true,  however,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  Houfe 
will  always  fee  (as  every  Magiftmtc  ought,  that  does 
not  betray  his  truft)  that  their  Member  is  properly 
difeharged  ;  but  when  that  ground  is  once  laid,  they 
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rendering  this  iuppofed  privilege,  they 


would  be  afhamed  to  proted  the  offender  one  mo¬ 
ment  :  furely  this  truft  (which  has  never  yet  been 
abufed)  is  not  too  great  to  be  repofed  in  the  high 
Court  of  Parliament ;  while  it  is  lodged  there,  the 
public  juftice  is  in  fafe  hands,  and  the  privilege  un¬ 
touched  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if,  for  the  fake 
of  coming  at  the  criminal  at  once,  without  this  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Houfe,  perfonal  privilege  is  taken  away, 
not  only  the  offender,  but  the  whole  Parliament  at 
the  fame  time,  is  delivered  up  to  the  Crown. 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  that  our  anceflors,  when 
they  framed  the  law  of  privilege,  would  have  left  the 
cafe  of  a  feditious  libel  (as  it  is  called)  the  only  un¬ 
privileged  mifdemeanor.  Whatever  elfe  they  had 
given  up  to  the  Crown,  they  would  have  guarded 
the  cafe  of  fuppofed  libels,  above  all  others  with 
privilege,  as  being  moft  likely  to  be  abufed  by  out¬ 
rageous  and  vindidive  profecutions. 

But  this  great  privilege  had  a  much  deeper  reach, 
it  was  wifely  planned,  and  hath  hitherto,  thro’  all 
times,  been  refolutely  maintained. 

It  was  not  made  to  fereen  criminals,  but  to  pre- 
ferve  the  very  being  and  life  of  Parliament  ;  for 
when  our  anceftors  confidered,  that  the  law  had 
lodged  the  great  powers  of  arreft,  indidment,  and 
information,  in  the  Crown,  they  faw  the  Parliament 
would  be  undone,  if,  during  the  time  of  privilege, 
the  royal  procefs  fhould  he  admitted  in  any  mifde- 
meanor  whatfoever  ;  therefore  they  excepted  none. 
Where  the  abufe  of  power  would  be  fatal,  the  power 
ought  never  to  be  given  ;  becaufe  redrefs  comes  too 
late. 

A  Parliament,  under  perpefual  terror  of  impri¬ 
sonment,  can  neither  be  free,  nor  bold,  nor  hone  if  ; 


and 


(  25*  ) 

thereby  broke  in  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  England,  in  thus  fubjedting 


their 


and  if  this  privilege  was  once  removed,  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  queftion  might  be  irrecoverably  loft,  or,  car¬ 
ried  by  a  hidden  eruption  of  Meflengers,  let  loofe 
againft  the  Members  half  an  hour  before  the  debate. 

Laftly,  as  it  has  already  been  obferved,  the  cafe 
of  fuppofed  libels  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  dange¬ 
rous  and  alarming  to  be  left  open  to  prolecution  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  privilege. 

If  the  feverity  of  the  law,  touching  libels,  as  it 
hath  fometimes  been  laid  down,  be  duly  weighed,  it 
muft  ftrike  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  with  terror 

and  difmay. 

The  repetition  of  a  libel,  the  delivery  of  it  un¬ 
read  to  another,  is  faid  to  be  a  publication  .  Na\, 
the  bare  poffeffion  of  it  has  been  deemed  criminal, 
uni  els  it  is  immediately  deftroyed  or  carried  to  a  Ma- 
giftrate. 

Every  Lord  of  Parliament  then,  who  hath  done 
this,  who  is  falfly  accufed,  nay,  who  is,  tho’  without 
any  information,  named  in  the  Secretary  of  State  s 
warrant,  has  loft  his  privilege  by  this  refolution,  and 
lies  at  the  mercy  of  that  enemy  to  Learning  and  Li¬ 
berty,  the  Meftenger  of  the  Prefs. 

For  thefe,  and  many  other  forcible  rcafons,  we 
hold  it  highly  unbecoming  the  dignity,  gravity,  and 
wifdom,  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  well  as  their 
juftice,  thus  judicially  to  explain  away  and  diminifh 
the  privilege  of  their  perfons,  founded  in  the  wifdom 
t)f  ages,  declared  with  precifion  in  our  ftanding  or¬ 
ders,  fo  repeatedly  confirmed,  and  hitherto  preserved 
inviolable  by  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  called  to  it 
+u\y  by  the  other  Houfe,  on  a  particular  occalmn, 
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their  Reprefen  tatives  to  the  pofiTbility  of 
fuch  reftraints. 


and  to  ferve  a  particular  purpofe,  ex  pojl  fa fto,  ex 
parte,  et  pendente  lite,  in  the  Courts  below. 


Temple, 
Bolton, 
Grafton, 
Cornwallis, 
Portland, 
Briftjl, 


Devonfhire,  Fortefcue, 

Scarborough,  Grantham, 

Dacre,  Walpole, 

Abergavenny,  Ponfonby, 

P  red.  Litch.  Cov,  Folkeftone* 

Afhburnham, 


C  H  A  R 
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CHAP  XVII. 


Continuation  of  the  proceedings  againfl  Mr. 
Wilkes.  He  retires  to  France.  Cards 
between  him  and  Mr.  Martin,  at  Paris. 
Account  of  the  Witnejes  againjl  him. 
Voted  the  Author  of  the  North-Briton, 
and  expelled.  Remarks.  The  informa¬ 
tion  againjl  him  altered  hy  the  oi  dtt  of 
Lord  Mansfield.  Letters  /cut  to  his 
fury.  Found  guilty,  and  outlawed . 


IN  the  progrefs  of  the  three  refolutions 
which  Parliament  had  come  to,  the 
Adminiftration  repeatedly  declared,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  in  the  predicament 


of  a  charged  man  ;  that  thefe  proceedings 
affe&ed  him  no  more  than  any  other 
Member ;  and  that  nothing  which  imme¬ 
diately  concerned  him  fhould  be  agitated 
in  his  abfence.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
every  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
knew  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  his 
wound,  on  the  firfl  of  December  notice 
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was  taken,  that  in  the  examination  of 
Kearjly  and  Balfe,  laid  before  the  Houfe 
(which  were  difclairned,  even  as  a  fpecies 
of  evidence,  before  they  were  read)  Mr. 
Wilkes  is  mentioned,  as  having  been 
concerned  in  the  writing  and  publifhing 
the  North  Briton ;  and  the  Houfe  being 
informed  that  there  was  evidence  ready  to 
be  produced  at  the  bar,  charging  Mr. 
Wilkes  with  being  the  Author  and  Pub¬ 
lisher  of  that  paper;  it  was  ordered  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  fhould  attend  the  Houfe  on 
tnc  8th  day  of  that  month,  to  anfwer  that 
charge.  This  was  not  only  a  manifeffc 
breach  of  a  public  promife,  and  a  grofs 
deviation  from  all  candour ;  but  charging 
Mr.  Wilkes  with  being  the  Publifher, 
was  an  innovation  that  exceeded  the  limits 
of  the  King’s  meflage,  which  feemed  to 
have  been  fairly  and  moll  fully  anfwered 
by  the  determination  of  privilege.  On 
the  7th  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Phyfician  and  Sur¬ 
geon  attended  the  Houfe,  with  an  account 
or  nis  ill  fate  of  health;  upon  which  a 
further  day  was  appointed  for  his  atten¬ 
dance;  and  it  then  appearing  that  Mr. 
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Wilkes  was  ftill  unable  to  attend  the 
Houfe,  the  1 9th  of  January,  1764,  was 
appointed.  And  his  complaint  of  a  breach 
of  privilege,  which  had,  from  time  to 
time,  been  adjourned,  was  ordered  to  be 
heard  on  the  fame  day ;  when  it  fell  of 
courfe.  But  before  that  time  Mr.  Wilkes 
withdrew  to  France.  The  principle  of 
this  retreat  wasobvioufly  fear  ;  and  indeed 
there  feems  to  have  been  caufe  fufficient 
to  frighten  a  more  intrepid  perfon.  There 
was  a  profecution  againid  him  in  the 
King’s  Bench  for  the  North  Briton,  and 
another  for  the  Effay  on  Woman  j  for 
neither  of  which  he  could  expert  mercy, 
if  a  Jury  found  him  guilty.  There  were 
befides,  the  vengeance  of  the  Lords,  and 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Crown  :  any  one 
of  which  was  enough  to  crufh  an  ordinary 
man.  lie  had  likewife  the  misfortune  to 
be  pre -judged  ;  both  papers  having  been 
voted  libels  by  the  Parliament,  before  the 
fenfe  of  a  Jury  had  been  taken  :  fo  that 


lie  was  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  hav¬ 
ing  and  becoming  a  martyr,  or  with- 
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rawing  till  the  malice  of  his  enemies  was 
aoated.  He  wifely  chofe  the  latter. 

1  Upon  Mr.  Wilkes’s  arrival  at  Paris, 
he  was  complimented  by  Mr.  Martin 

™.°  Either  in  confequence  of 

ti  eir  late  duel)  with  the  following  card  : 

Hotel  de  Luynes,  Dec.  >o,  176?. 

4<  ^r*  Martin  prefen ts  his  compli¬ 
ments  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  defires  to 
knowhowhe  does,  flattering  himfelf,  from 
Mr.  W’s  performance  of  fo  long  a  jour¬ 
ney  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  that  his 
health  is  perfedly  re-eftablifih’d. 

Mr.  M.  cannot  help  taking  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  a  fibre  Mr.  Wilkes,  that  he 
bad  defined  Mr.  Bradshaw  to  deliver  up 
Mr.  W’s  note,  written  to  Mr.  M.  on  the 
ibdi  Nov.  a-s  it  occurred  to  the  latter 
that  any  imaginable  ufe  might  be  made 
of  it  to  Mr.  W’s  prejudice,  and  before 
Mr.  M.  had  heard  from  Mr.  Bradshaw 
that  it  was  actually  given  up. 

“  Mr.  M.  returns  his  thanks  to  Mr.  W. 
for  his  attention  to  Mr.  M’s  fiifety,  by 
giving  tne  early  notice  he  did  to  Mr. 
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Bradshaw,  of  his  apprehending  himfelf 
to  be  in  danger. 

“  It  is  impoffible  for  Mr.  M.  to  think 
of  taking  part  in  any  affair  of  Mr.  W’s 
that  he  may  find  depending  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  at  his  arrival  in  England. 
He  propofes  to  fet  off  from  hence  on 
his  return  home  on  Monday  next,  but 
believes  he  fhall  not  fet  foot  in  London 
till  thoie  affairs  are  determined,  to  avoid 
even  a  colour  of  fufpicion  that  he  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  appearing  againft  Mr.  W.  after 
what  hath  fo  recently  happened.” 


To  which  Mr.  Wilkes  returned  the 
following  anfvver : 

Hotel de  Saxe,  Dec.  30. 

Friday. 

“  Mr.  Wilkes’s  compliments  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  is  much  oblig’d  by  the 
favour  of  his  note.  Mr.  W.  is  going  to 
pay  his  refpedfs  to  Lord  Hertford,  and 
if  Mr.  Martin  is  difengag’d,  will  after¬ 
wards  wait  upon  him  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  at  tne  Hotel  de  Luynes.” 

They 
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-They  met  at  the  Hotel  de  Luyncs ;  and 
Mr.  Martin,  upon  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  kept  his  promife,  in  not  attending 
the  Parliament. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  when  the 
order  of  the  day  was  read  for  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  attending  in  his  place  to  an- 
fvver  the  charge  ready  to  be  produced 
againft  him,  the  Speaker  acquainted  the 

Houfe  that  he  had  received  a  letter,  and  a 

/ 

paper  inclofed,  from  Mr.  Wilkes  (which 
the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  *)  relating 

to 


Pat  7i,  Hotel  de  Saxe,  Ja*i»  II*  1 764. 


I  cannot  exprefs  the  concern  I  am  under,  from 
the  impollibility  i  now  find  of  attending  my  duty  in 
Parliament  on  the  19th  of  this  month  :  I  have  fuf- 
fered  very  much  from  the  tour  I  made  here  in  the 
holidays  to  fee  my  daughter:  my  wound  is  again  be¬ 
come  extremely  painful,  the  parts  are  very  much 
inflamed,  and  a  fever  attends  it.  I  inclofe  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  one  of  the  King’s  Phyficians,  and  a  Surgeon  of 
the  army,  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their  proieffion, 
who  think  it  absolutely  necefiary  for  me  to  flay  fome 
time  longer  at  Paris.  I  refer  to  the  certificate  itfclf 
for  the  particulars. 

The  impatience  I  feel  to  j*ufbfy  myfelf  to  the 
Houfe,  from  the  groundlefs  and  cruel  attacks  upon 
me,  and  the  zeal  I  hope  ever  to  retain  lor  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  facred  rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great 

Britain, 
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to  the  ftate  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  health,  and 

% 

to  the  impoflibility  of  his  being  able  to 
attend  the  Houfe  on  that  day.  A  mo¬ 
tion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  the  conli- 
deration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  but  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority 
of  239  againft  102.  Upon  which  the 
Houfe  refolved,  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  by 
withdrawing  himfelf,  was  guilty  of  2 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  that  Houle, 

and. 


Britain,  and  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  both  of 
which  have  been  grofsly  violated  in  my  perfon,  had 
determined  me  to  fet  out  for  England  on  Friday  next, 
but  1  now  find  myfclf  incapable  of  performing  the 
journey.  I  am  therefore,  Sir,  under  the  ncceflity  of 
intreating  you  to  fubmit  my  cafe  to  the  Houfe,  and  I 
doubt  not,  from  their  juftice,  a  more  diftantday  will 
be  appointed,  when  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  attend 
the  difcuffion  of  points  very  important  in  themfelves, 
and  in  which  I  am  very  materially  concerned. 

“  I  would  not.  Sir,  implore  this  of  the  Houfe, 
if  I  thought  the  delay  could  be  attended  with  any 
poffible  inconvenience,  to  the  public  ;  and  I  bec 
to  obferve,  that  I  feized  the  firft  moment,  which  the 
refolutions  of  Parliament  gave  me,  to  enter  my  ap- 
pearance  to  the  informations  filed  againft  me  in  the 
King  s  Bench.  1  am,  with  due  refpedt  and  regard. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

„  , ,  JOHN  WILKES.” 

Eight  Honourable 

Sir  John  Cult. 


“  Nous 
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and,  therefore,  they  would  proceed  to 
hear  the  evidence  againft  him.  The  reader 
will  obferve,  that,  from  the  date  of  the 
proceedings  hitherto  related,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  complaint  againft  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  confined  to  the  original  publication  of 
the  North  Briton ;  that  is  “  the  printed 
paDer”  fo  often  alluded  to  in  iiie  rcfolu- 

tions  upon  the  journals  j  tne  writing  of 
winch  is  the  avowed  and  only  oojctft  ox  the 


Nous  foufiignes  medecin  confu'tant  du  Roi,  ci 
Levant  medecin  en  chef  des  fes  armees  en  Allemagne 
ct  en  Efpagne,  et  nous  chirurgien  confuhant  des 
armees,  et  chirurgien  major  du  regiment  des  Gardes 
Francoifs,  certifions  que  Monfieur  Jean  Wilkes  eft 
dans  un  etat  que  ne  lui  permet  point,  tant  par  raport 
a  fa  blcffure  qui  n’eft  pas  encore  entierement  cicatrifee, 
que  par  raport  a  la  fievre  qui  lui  eft  furvenue  d entre- 
prendre  la  rout  de  Paris  a  Lend res  ;  qu  il  feroit  a 
craindre,  un  l’inflammation  et  le  bourfoufflement 
roniiderable  arrives  depuis  peu  de  jours,  qu  >1  ne  fe 
format  une  hernie  a  la  quelle,  .1  ne  leroit  point  pof- 
ftble  de  remedier,  que  pour  prevemr  cet  accicen., 
dont  il  eft  menace  et  que  movement  violent,  tel  que 
ceiui  d’une  chaife  de  pofte,  et  1  agitation  de  la  mer  ne 
manqueroient  pas  de  determiner,  il  eft  abfo.un.e_nt 
indifpenfable  qu’il  refte  encore  quelquc  terns  a  ans. 
Fn  foi  de  quoi  nous  lui  avons  delivre  Je  prefen  e  - 
tificate.  A  Paris,  11  Janvur  17O4. 

Ninnin. 

Dufouare. 


mnr  c 
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King’s  meflage.  The  examinations  of 
Kearjly  and  Balfe ,  have  relation  to  only 
that  paper  ;  confequently,  Mr.  Wilkes 
could  be  charged  with  only  that  publica¬ 
tion.  But  the  Houle  ordered  one  and 
twenty  witnefies  to  attend,  mod:  of  whom 
could  only  prove  the  re-  publication ;  that 
is,  the  printing  the  North  Britons  in  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  which  was  not  before  the  Houfe. 
The  names  of  the  witnelfes  were, 

William  John  ft  one,  Bookfellerj  he  could 
only  prove  fome  trivial  intercourfe  with 
Mr.  Wilkes,  relative  to  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton  in  its  infantine  ftate. 

Richard  Balfe ,  and  George  Kearjly  (the 
original  Printer  and  Publilher  of  the  North 
Briton,  Number  45)  were  not  examined, 
informations  being  filed  againd:  both  in 
the  King’s  Bench.  Upon  the  trial  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  WiLKEsandMr.  Wood,  they 
were  excufed  giving  any  teftimony,  leil 
fuch  evidence  might  tend  to  their  own 

condemnation.  But  the  letters,  and  other 
papers,  feized  at  Kearjly  s,  were  read. 

Andrew  Miliar,  Bookfeller,  and  Thomas 
Cadell,  his  apprentice,  could  only  prove  Mr. 

Wilkes 
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Wilkes  having  offered  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Millar  about  publifhing  the  firft  Number 
of  the  North  Briton,  which  he  declined. 

Charles  Shaw  ( Balfe’s  apprentice)  could 
only  prove  the  printing  of  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton,  Number  45,  but  he  knew  not  where 

I 

the  proof  fheet  went. 

Anne  Balfe  was  not  obliged  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  againft  her  hufband. 

Jonathan  Scott  could  only  prove  Mr. 
Wilke*’ s  hand  writing. 

William  Richardjon,  Printer,  could  only 
prove  the  publication  of  the  firft  twenty 
five  numbers. 

All  the  other  witnefies  (who  were  the 
Printers  that  had  worked  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe)  could  fpeak  only  to  the  re-publica~ 
tion ;  and  all  of  them,  except  Curry ,  were 
extremely  unwilling  even  to  do  that. 

Curry  then  was  the  grand  and  only  evi¬ 
dence  upon  which  the  Houfe  was  to  de¬ 
termine  the  authorfliip  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 
This  man  did  not  even  knowMr.  W ilices 
until  fome  months  after  the  forty-fith 
number  of  the  North  Briton  had  been 
publifhed.  He  could  only  fay,  that  being 
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a  workman  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe, 
he  was  one  of  thofe  who  re-printed  all 
the  North  Brijons  in  volumes  for  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  by  that  gentleman’s  order. 
He  could  fay  nothing  but  what  related  to 
the  republic  at  ion ,  or  rather  the  reprinting > 
of  thofe  papers.  And  as  to  the  £fiay  on 
Woman,  he  acknowledged,  that  he  had 
received  money  for  furnifhing  a  copy 
of  that,  which  he  had  taken  out  of 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe.  After  leveral  mo¬ 
tions  for  adjourning,  all  of  which  were 
carried  in  the  negative,  the  Houfe,  at 

length,  refolved,  without  a  divifion,  or 
any  other  evidence,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was 

guilty  of  writing  and  publifhing  the  North 
Briton  j  and  then  they  immediately  expel¬ 
led  him  ;  which  was  alfo  carried  without 
a  divifion.  To  people,  without  doors, 
thefe  proceedings  appeared  unaccountably 
ft  range  and  precipitate.  Mr.  Wilke's 
had  been  ferved  with  a  fubpoena,  and  he 
had  entered  his  appearance  to  the  profe- 
cutions  again  ft  him  in  the  Court  of  King  s 
Bench,  where  the  matter  mu  ft,  if  the 
Attorney  General  pleafed,  be  determined 

within 
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within  a  month  at  fartheft.  What  need 
Was  there  then  of  this  pre -judging  his 
caufe,  and  pre-determining  his  guilt 
while  the  matter  was  clearly  fub~judice  in 
Weftminfter  Hall  ?  A  month’s  patience 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  hin  ¬ 
der  the  courfe  ofjuftice.  Why  then  was 
he  put  to  the  fad  and  affe&ing  neceffityof 
revealing  his  defence  fo  near  his  trial  ? 
Was  it  merely  to  obviate  a  motion  of  ex- 
pullion  ;  or  was  i  to  give  the  Crown 
Lawyers  an  opportunity  of  knowing  and 

anticipating  his  defence  upon  the  day  of 

% 

trial  ?  or  upon  what  principle  can  this 
rapid  proceeding  be  juftified  ?  Surely  it 
would  have  fhewn  a  more  tender  regard 
for  the  Liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  and  the 
conftitutional  principles  of  government, 
to  have  declined  this  grand  attack  un¬ 
til  the  Court  below  had  determined  the 
point.  It  would  havebeen  more  humane, 
and  more  generous.  And  what  material 
difference  could  arife  in  the  trivial  delay 
of  a  month,  at  fartheft,  to  the  diffculTion 

of 


/ 
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of  a  queftion  of  fuch  extraordinary  mag¬ 
nitude  ? 

Here  ended  the  confideration  of  the 
royal  complaint.  The  Commons  could 
do  no  more.  They  had  arraigned,  found 
guilty,  and  pumfhed.  It  now  remained 
for  Weflminfter-hall  to  do  its  part;  and 
there  the  Court  of  King  s  Bench  feemed 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons;  that  is,  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
tried  bv  the  evidence  that  related  only  to 
the  re-publication ;  which  proved  to  a  de- 
monftration,  that  Government  had  not 
evidence fufficient  to  reach  Mr.  Wilkes 
'upon  the  original  publication  ;  for  upon 
the  acquifition  of  Curry,  the  Attorney 
General  deferted  his  firjl  profecution,  and 
ex  officio  filed  a  fecond  information  a- 
gainfltheNorth  Briton,  that  was  re-printed 
in  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe  ;  to  prove  which 
faff  Curry  was  the  evidence.  But  when 
this  caufe  flood  ready  for  trial,  and  a  very 
fhorttime  before  it  was  to  come  on,  Francis 
Barlow,  of  the  Crown-office,  received 
directions  from  Mr.  Wallace,  or  Mr. 
Webb,  to  apply  to  a  Judge  to  get  the 

S  infer- 
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information  again  ft  Mr .  W i  l  kes  amended,, 
by  ftriking  out  the  word  “  purport,”  and 
inferting  in  its  ftead,  the  word  “  tenor.” 
Upon  which  Barlow  applied  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  and  obtained  a  fummons  to 
fliew  caufe  why  it  fhould  not  be  fo  a- 
mendedj  and  Mr.  Philipps,  Mr. 
Wil  k  e  s ’s  Solicitor,  attended  Lord  M  a  n  s- 
field,  at  his  houfein  Bloomlbury-fquare, 
on  Monday  the  20th  of  February  1764, 
(which  was  the  day  before  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
trial)  in  confequence  of  that  fummons. 
Lord  Mansfield  alked  him,  what  ob¬ 
jections  he  had  to  fuch  an  amendment  ? 
lie  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  confent : 
upon  which  Lord  Mansfield  faid,  h@ 
did  not  a  Ik  his  confent,  but  wanted  to 
know  what  were  his  objections;  and 
aiked,  if  it  was  not  ufual  to  amend  infor¬ 
mations,  or  to  that  effeCt.  Then  having 
read  foriie  precedents,  out  of  a  book 
which  his  Lord  (hip  had  in  his  hand,  he 
made  a  written  order  to  amend  the  faid 
information  in  the  manner  applied  for. 
Poffibiy,  if  this  error  had  not  been  dis¬ 
covered  and  corrected,  Mr.  Wilkes’s 

Counfel, 
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Counfel,  in  cafe  of  his  being  found 
guilty,  might,  and  did  probably  intend, 
to  have  moved  in  arreft  of  judgment. 
But  no  fecurity  to  tire  Crown,  agamft 
Mr.  Wilkes,  being  left  unguarded,  he 
had  nothing  to  truft  to  but  a  Jury ;  and 
even  in  obtaining  this  moft  facred  and 
indifputable  right  of  Englifhmen,  a  very 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  ftep  was  taken 
bv  femebody,  whom  no  pains  have  yet 
been  fufficient  to  difeover.  Letters  were 
fent  to  feveral  of  the  Jury,  figned  “  Sum¬ 
moning  Officer”  acquainting  them  that 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  trial  was  put  oil  to  another 
day ;  which  prevented  thofe  to  whom 
thefe  letters  were  fent,  from  attending 
their  duty  at  Weftminfter-hall,  at  tire 
real  time  of  Iris  trial.  Whether  the  ad¬ 
vantage  or  injury  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the 
objed  of  thefe  letters,  does  not  pofitively 
appear.  The  Jury  which  tiicd  him  fot 
the  North  Briton  found  him  guilty;  as  did 
a! fo  that  which  tried  him  for  printing  the 


Lffay  on  Woman  ;  and  Ire  not  appearing 
to  receive  fenteircc,  was  outlawed  in  the 


courfe  of  a  year. 
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CHAR  XVIII. 

Illegal  proceedings  againff  Mr.  Wilkes 
brought  under  conf deration.  Meeting  of 
the  Minority  to  fettle  their  motions.  Com¬ 
plaint  againil  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb  ; 

difc barged.  Motion  to  condemn  General 
Warrants  t  Adjourned  for  two  days. 
Refumed :  The  quefion  altered  and  nar¬ 
rowed.  Mr.  Pitt’s  vindication  of  himfelf 
in  having  ifued fuch  warrants.  Puke  of 
Newcafle  s  requef  of  his  friends.  The 
Quefion  not  fubjudice  ;  yet  adjourned  for 
four  months.  Lift  of  the  Minority. 
Motion  for  a  bill:  rejected.  Minority 
blamed  for  not  moving  againft  the  feizure 

of  papers ,  and  other  offences.  Views  of 
both  parties. 

WHEN  Parliament  had  done  its 
utmoft,  and  all  its  proceedings 
againft  Mr.  Wilkes  were  finiflied,  and 
when  the  Crown,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Crown,  were  both  fatisfied  and  vindica¬ 
ted,  then  the  coniideration  of  the  illegal 

O 

proceedings  of  Government  was  taken 

up- 
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op.  The  matter  was  opened  to  the  Houfe 
upon  general  grounds ,  arifing  out  of  the 
complaint  againft  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the 
beginning  of  the  feflion,  and  fo  purely  tor 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  lights  of  the  lubjetf,  without  the  leaft 
regard  to  individuals,  that  it  was,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Houfe,  formed  into  a  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  committed 
by  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  and  the 
Meflengers,  in  imprifoning  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  feizing  his  papers.  Another  motion 
was  made  to  lay  the  warrant  before  the 
Houfe,  by  which  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been 
apprehended.  This  would  have  led  to  a 
poiitive  determination,  as  far  as  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  one  branch  of  the  legiflature  can 
be  called  fo,  of  the  legality  of  that  war¬ 
rant  ;  for  the j unification  of  the  gentlemen 
complained  of  mull  have  depended  upon 
the  validity  of  it.  But  this  fecond  motion 
was  rejected,  and  the  matter  of  complaint 
was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  13th 
February,  1764-  Conferences,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  held  by  fome  of  the  then 
principal  perfons  in  the  Minority,  for  the 

S  3  manage- 
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management  of  this  bufinefs,  particularly 
at  Sir  George  Savij.e’s,  where  the 
motions  were  fettled,  at  a  meeting  con¬ 
fining  cf  Sir  Anthony  Abdy,  Sir  IVHliam 
Baker,  Peter  Burr  elk,  Efq;  Lord  John 
Cavendijh ,  John  Dodd,  Efq;  William  Fitz- 
herbert,  Efq;  Col.  Fitzroy,  Right  Hon. 
James  Gr enville,  Serjeant  Hewitt ,  Sir  Wil- 
But  Lilith,  Lorci  TLtdlcton,  George 
Onflow,  Efq;  Col.  Onflow,  Robert  Pratt, 
Efq;  Sir  George  Savile,  Thomas  Townjhend, 
jun.  Efq;  Hon.  Thomas  Walpole ,  and  John 
Whyte,  Efqs.  On  the  13th  of  February 
the  matter  of  complaint  was  adjourned  to 
the  14th.  On  that  day  it  was  entered 
into ;  and  the  fadts  having  been  fully  exa- 
mined,itbecatne  neceflary  to  condemn  the 
warrant,  in  order  to  efiablifh  the  breach  of 
privilege  which  had  been  committed  under 
it.  h  01  tnis  realon  tiie  following  general 
quefhon  was  propofed,  “  Xhat  a  warrant 
for  appi  ehending  and  feizing  the  Author, 
Printers,  and  Publifhers,  of  a  feditious 
libel,  togetner  with  their  papers,  is  not 
wai  ranted  by  law.  Yet  the  conf  deration 
oi  this  quefuon  was  declined,  in  ord.r  to 
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difcharge  the  complaint  againft  Mr.  Woo© 
and  Mr.  Webb,  previous  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  into  the  legality  of  the  warrant  ; 
upon  what  ground  of  reafon,  law  ot  ju  - 
dee,  is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived,  there 
being  fuck  a  connedion  between  the  war¬ 
rant,  and  the  perfons  complained  of,  that 
ine  Eoufe  had  determined  nothing  con 
ieparate  them  in  the  beginning  ;  nothing 
therefore  could  equal  the  inconfiftency  o 
firft  difeharging  the  order  of  complaint, 
and  then  going  into  the  confutation  ot 
the  legality  of  the  warrant.  The  Houle 
having  fat  till  half  an  hour  paft  feven  in 
the  morning  of  the  1 6th,  the  queftion  was 
put  to  adjourn  to  the  17th,  which,  tho 
f0  late  in  the  morning,  and  many  ftaunch 
friends  to  the  Minority  known  to  be  gone 
home,  was  carried  but  by  a  fmall  majo¬ 
rity,  only  208  againft  1843  which,  con¬ 
kdering  the  very  great  fuperiority  the 
Adminiftration  had  had  upon  all  the  other 
divifions,  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  vic¬ 
tory  over  them  j  and  it  was  univerfally 
believed,  that  on  the  17th  they  would  be 
totally  defeated.  However,  on  the  17th 

S  4  *he 
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the  Adminiftration,  by  feveral  motions 
s'kI  alterations,  narrowed  the  ground  of 
tne  general  queftion,  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  the  individual  warrant  that  had  iffued, 
arid  to  add  thereto  fads  relative  to  the 
practice  of  Secretaries  of  State  and  Courts 
oi  Law.  At  laft  the  refolution  adopted 
hy  die  floufe  for  its  queftion  was  this, 
That  a  general  warrant,  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  and  feizing  the  Authors,  Printers  and 
Pubhftiers  of  a  leditious  and  treafonable 
hbel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
warranted  by  law;  altho’fuch  warrant  has 
been  allied  according  to  the  ufage  of 
oijice,  and  has  been  frequently  produced 
to;  and  fo  far  as  appears  to  this  Ploufe, 
tne  validity  thereof  has  never  been  debated 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  but  the 
parties  thereupon  have  been  frequently 
bailed  by  the  Laid  Court.”  And  the 
Lawyers  were  the  principal  perfons  who 

moved  and  enforced  all  thefe  narrowino- 

*  *  J 

qualifying,  and  apologizing  amendments. 

JVluch  had  been  already  faid  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  ufage  of  office,  in  order  to  give  a 
coioin  of  juitification  for  the  conduit  of 

Lord 
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Lord  Halifax  ;  the  adminidration  had 
called  for  papers  and  volumes  of  records, 
in  order  to  judify  their  proceedings  by 
that  ufage;  and  Mr.  Pitt  being  in  the 
Houfe,  and  a  very  warm  advocate  for  the 
quedion,  his  adminidration  was  quoted 

as  a  fandlification  of  fuch  ufage.  It  is 
true,  that  in  the  office-papers  which  were 
produced,  there  did  appear  to  have  been 
two  fuch  warrants  iducd  by  Mr.  Pitt; 
one  for  the  feizure  of  certain  perfons  on 
board  a  fliip  going  to  France ;  the  other 
for  apprehending  the  Count  de  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  a  foreigner,  and  fuppofed  to  be  a 
lpy.  Thefe  were  iffiied  in  the  midd  of  a 
war  with  France,  not  for  libels,  but  as 
in  cafes  of  high  trealon  ;  and  the  caule 
judified  the  proceeding.  “  lie  acknow¬ 
ledged  they  were  againd  law ;  that  in  one 
of  them  he  confulted  his  friend,  the  At¬ 
torney  General  at- that  time,  (now  Lord 
Camden)  who  told  him,  the  'warrant 
would  be  illegal,  and  ij'  he  i/Jucd  it  he  mull 
take  the  confequencc ;  neverthelefs,  prefer- 
iing  the  general  Jafety  in  time  of  war,  and 

pub- 
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public  danger  to  every  personal  confidera- 
tion,  that  he  run  the  nfk  (as  he  womd 
of  his  head,  had  that  been  the  forfeit, 
upon  the  like  motive)  anddidan  extraordi¬ 
nary  a<ft,  againft  a  fufpicious  foreigner  juft 
come  from  France ;  that  he  was  ready  to 
anfwer  it  before  his  countiy,  lftne^  called 
him  to  an  account ;  and  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  apparent  neceliity  of  the  thing,  and 
the  real  exigency  of  the  time,  muft  al- 
way s  be  the  teft,  and  alone  vindicate,  and 
be  the  fafeguard  of  any  Minifter,  who,  at 
a  crifis,  exceeds  the  known  laws  of  his 
country.” 

The  Duke  of  Newcaftie’s  adminiftra- 
tion  was  quoted  with  more  propriety.  It 
was  aflerted,  that  his  Grace  had  iliueo  an 
infinite  number  of  thefe  warrants.  Though 
the  fa£t  was  undeniable,  yet  luch  ufage 
could  not  jufiify  what  was  illegal ;  for  ufage 
in  matters  of  law  that  are  doubtful,  is  a 
good  expofitor  of  the  law;  but  ufage 
'againft  law  is  oppreflion.  Therefore,  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  was  as  liable  to 

cenfure  for  his  conduct  as  Lord  Hali¬ 
fax; 
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fax  ;  and  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  that 
I  ';;  Grace  had  requeued,  previous  to  this 
ct  idto  1  being  fettled  at  the  private  meet¬ 
ings  “  That  no  perfonal  regard  to  him- 
Llf  might  induence  the  condudt  of  his 
neared  relation  or  friend ;  for  that  he 
should  be  forry,  if,  from  tiiat  tendernefs 
oi  his  friends  to  him,  the  future  exercife 
of  a  power,  which  was  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  to  the  public,  Ihou’d  not  be  pre- 
v,  nted.”  But  as  no  cenfure  was  intended 
againft  Lord  Halifax,  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  might  with  great  fafety 
make  this  declaration.  When  the  Admi- 
niftration  found  that  no  juftif cation,  no 
precedents,  no  ufage  of  office,  would 
avail;  that  the  illegality  of  the  warrant 
was. drongly  and  positively  aflerted  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  many  others ;  and  that  the 
Crown  Lawyers  did  not, venture  to  difpute 
it,  they  changed  their  argument,  and  went 
upon  the  impropriety  of  deciding  in  Par¬ 
liament,  a  queftion  then  depending  in  a 
Court  of  judicature.  It  was  affirmed,  that 
in  tne  caufe  then  depending  in  the  Court 

of 
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of  Common  Pleas,  between  Mr.  W  ilzces 
f who  then  was  not  outlawed)  and  Loid 
Halifax,  this  great  queftion  concerning 
the  illegality  of  the  warrant  muft  come  in 
iiTue,  as  it  was  the  great  point  upon 
which  that  caufe  muft  turn  :  the  queftion 
being  therefore  a  mere  point  of  law,  and 
clearly  fubjudice ,  it  ought  to  oe  left  to  the 
tree  determination  of  the  Judges,  and  the 
fenfe  of  a  Jury,  without  an  attempt  to 
biafs  them  by  a  previous  refolution  ot  Par- 
1  iament.  Surely  thefe  gentlemen  had  forgot 
what  they  themfelves  had  fo  vigouroufly 
promoted  and  done  in  the  beginningofthe 
Seffion.  While  the  North  Briton  was 
under  profecution  in  tne  Couit  of  Kong  s 
Bench,  and  fome  months  previous  to 
any  determination  being  had  in  the  Court, 
they  took  up  tne  coniideration  oi  tne 
paper  in  Parliament,  **  and  upon  tne  mere 
view  of  it,  without  enquiring  into  the 
truth  of  any  cicumftances  that  the  author 
might  rely  upon,  or  the  Public  s  opinion 
of  his  intent  thereby,  determined  it  to  be 
a  libel ;  and  yet  this  is  not  only  what 
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great  Judges  efteem  a  mere  point  of  law, 
but  what  by  fome  is  held  to  be  a  very 
difficult  point  of  law.  They  went  fur¬ 
ther  ;  for  they  afterwards  called  for  evi¬ 
dence,  in  order  to  find  out  who  was  the 
author;  and  it  appearing  to  them,  al¬ 
though  by  witnefies  not  upon  oath,  and 
fome  who  did  not  know  Mr.  Wilkes, 
till  feverat  months  after  the  fadt  was 
committed,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the 
author,  they  expelled  him  ;  after  fetting 
and  deliberating  upon  their  condudt  till 
half  an  hour  after  three  in  the  mornintr. 
Now  this  laft  is  a  fadl  which  by  the  con- 
flitution  of  this  country  is  to  be  tried  by  a 
Jury.  Nay,  the  Commons  came  to  both 
thefe  refolutions,  whilfi:  the  fame  matter 
was  in  a  courfe  of  trial  before  a  Jury  in 
the  Courts  below.”  But  this  queftion  of 
the  illegality  of  the  warrant  was  not  in  a 
courfe  of  determination  in  the  Courts  be¬ 
low.  It  was  admitted,  indeed,  by  the 
Lawyers  in  the  Minority,  that  in  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  adlion  againft  Lord  Halifax, 
the  quefiion  might  come  in  ili'uc;  but 

there 
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there  was  a  doubt,  nay,  there  was  an  at- 
moil  certainty,  that  that  action  never 
would  come  to  trial  ;  privilege  on  the 
lide  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  inability 
on  the  fide  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  had  hither¬ 
to  prevented  it,  and  in  all  probability 
would  prevent  it  forever.  The  fallacy 
of  this  objection  being  manned,  the  mi¬ 
nority  went  into  the  importance  of  the 
general  quedion ;  they  affirmed  it  to  be 
of  the  utmod  confequence  to  the  Liberty 
of  the  fubjedt  •,  the  very  efience  of  private 
and  perfonal  liberty  depended  upon  it ; 
the  minds  of  the  public  were  extremely 
agitated ;  and  a  deciffon  was  expedted,  for 
the  fatisfadtion  of  the  prefentage  and  the 
fecurityof  future  times.  Still  the  Admi- 
niftration  adhered  to  their  principle  of  the 
impropriety  of  coming  to  any  determina¬ 
tion  upon  a  point  of  law,  while  it  was 
depending  in  the  Courts  of  Judice.  They 
moved  therefore  to  adjourn  the  debate  to 
that  day  four  months.  And  at  halt  an 
hour  after  five  in  the  morning,  of  the  1 8th, 
the  quedion  to  adjourn  was  put,  and 


car- 
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carried  by  232  againft  118.  The  names 
of  the  Minority  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  note*. 

When 

*  A  LIST  of  the  MINORITY  upon  the 

largefl  divifion  •,  n nth  the  abfent  Members 
fuppofed  to  be  in  that  Intereji. 


SIR  Anthony  Abdy 
George  Adams 
Maj.  Gen.  A’Court 
William  Aiflabie 
Lord  Vifc.  Allen 
Thomas  Anfon 
Hon.  Andrew  Archer 
Sir  George  Armitage 
Will  iarri  Afhburnham 
Pierce  Afhe  A’Court 
Sir  John  St.  Aubin 
Sir  William  Baker 
Sir  John  Barrington 
Charles  Barrow 
Col.  Barre 
Benjamin  Bathurft 
Aubery  Beauclerk 
William  Beckford 
William  Bcntinck 
Wilbraham  Bootle 
Crab  Bolton 
Edward  Bouverie 
Sir  Piercy  Bret 
Henry  Bridgman 
Sir  Brook  Bridges 
John  BuIIcr 
James  Buller 
John  BuMgck 


William  Burt 
Peter  Burrel 
Bartholomew  Burton 
Col.  Richard  Burton 
John  Butler 
Plummer  Byde 
Peregrine  Bertie 
Col,  Calcraft 
Nicholfon  Calvert 
John  Calvert 
Pryfe  Campbell 
Daniel  Campbell 
Right  Hon.  Lord  George 

Cavcndifh 

Major  Gen.  Lord  Fred. 

Cavendifh 

Lord  John  Cavcndifh 
Sir  Thomas  Cave 
Anthony  Champion 
Hon.  Wm.  Chctwynd 
Nath.  Choi  mondelev 
Thoi  nas  Cholmondelcv 
Sir  Kenrick  Clayton 
Will  iam  Clayton 
Charles  Cocks 
Sir  William  Codrington 
Wc  nmair  Coke 
Sir  George  Colebrook 

Horb 
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When  the  debate  was  over,  Sir  John 
Philipps  moved  the  Houfe  for  a  bill  to 

declare 


Horn  Lt.  Gen.  Conway 
George  Cooke 
Velters  Cornwal 
Thomas  Coventry 
Henry  Curwen 
John  Darner 
Sir  Edward  Deering 
George  Delaval 
George  Dempfler 
John  Dodd 
William  Dowdfwell 
Sir  Francis  Drake 
Lee  Dummer 
Edward  Elliot 
Sir  John  Elwel 
Sir  Matt.  Featherftone 
Saville  Finch 
Brice  Fifher 
William  Fitzherbert 
Major  Gen.  Fitzwilliam 
William  Fitzmaurice 
Col,  Chari  es  Fitzroy 
Thomas  Foley 
Brook  Forrefter 
Thomas  Fofter 
Rote  Fuller 
Thomas  Fuller 
Lord  Gage 
Sir  John  Gibbon 
Capt,  Sir  Alex,  Gilmore 
Richard  Glover 
Sir  Richaid  Glynn 
Francis  Godolphin 


Rt.  Hon.  James  Grenville 
Lord  Grey 

Major  General  Sir  Johii 
Griffin  Griffin 
Thomas  Grofvenor 
James  Grant 
Lord  Galway 
Sir  Thomas  Hales 
Capel  Hanbury 
Harbord  Harbord 
Hon.  Thomas  Harley 
John  Hervey 
Hon.  Capt.  Will.  Hervey 
Serjeant  Hewit 
Rowland  Holt 
Lieut.  Gen.  Honey  wood 
Lieut.  Gen.  Howard 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe 
Hon.  Col.  Hcwe 
George  Hunt 
Richard  HufTey 
Thomas  Hutchins 
George  Jennings 
Col.  Irwin 
Thomas  Knight 
Sir  Robert  Ladbroke 
Major  Gen.  Lambton 
Edwin  Lalce'les 
Daniel  Lafcelles 
Edward  Lafcelles 
William  Lawrence 
Peter  Lcgh 
Sir  Robert  Long 

Simon 
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declare  General  Warrants  and  the  feizure 


of  Papers,  illegal. 


Simon  Lutterel 
Jofeph  Mawbey 
Jofeph  Mellifh 
Sir  William  Meredith 
Sir  George  Metham 
Hugo  Meynell 
Lord  Vifc.  Middleton 
Richard  Middleton 
Lord  Middlefex 
Richard  Mills 
Lord  Charles  Montagu 
Edward  Morant 
Sir  John  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan,  jun. 
Capt.  Charles  Morgan 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn 
James  Murray 
Arnold  Nefbit 
Lord  Newnham 
Thomas  Noel 
John  Norris 
Henry  Onely 
George  Onflow 
Col.  George  Onflow 
John  Page 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Thomas  Pelham 
Richard  Pennant 
Henry  Penton 
Rt.  Hon.  WILL.  PITT 
John  Pitt 
John  Plumptrec 


by  an  adt  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  ; 

Edward  Popham 
Harcourt  Powell 
Mackworth  Praed 
Robert  Pratt 
George  Prefcot 
Richard  Price 
Hugh  Price 
Chafe  Price 

Sir  Wm.  Beauch.Prodtor 
Henry  Pye 
William  Plummer 
Martin  Rebow 
John  Roberts 
Hon.  Tho.  Robinfon 
Lord  Royfton 
John  Rufhout 
Dennis  Rolle 
Lord  George  Sackville 
Sir  George  Savile 
Sir  Charles  Saunders 
Hon.  Edwin  Sandys 
James  Scawen 
Fitzroy  Scudamore 
Charles  Scudamore 
Thomas  Sergifon 
Robert  Shafto 
John  Shelley 
Sir  Edward  Simplon 
Edward  Southwel 
Thomas  Staunton 
Richard  Stevens 
Humphrey  Sturt 
Lawrence  Sullivan 

John 
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ment  }  except  in  certain  cafes,  and  under 
iuch  limitations,  as  fhould  be  mentioned 
and  defcribed  in  the  faid  ad.  He  was 


John  Tempeft 
John  Thomlinfon 
Right  Hon.  Charles 
Townfhend 
Charles  Townfhend 
Hon.  Tho.  Townfhend 
Thomas  Townfhend 
Sn  William  Trelawny 
Sir  Chriflopher  Treife 
William  Trevannion 
Clement  7'udway 
Fofter  Tuftnel 
John  Tuckfield 
Hon.  Fred.  Vane 
Arthur  Vanfittart 
Lord  Villiers 
Sir  hrancis  Vincent 
Edmund  Waller 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole 
Hon.  Hor.  W alpole 
Hon.  Sir  Edw.  Walpole 
Hon.  Boyle  Walfingham 
Sir  George  Warren 
Thomas  W atfon 
James  Weft 
Thomas  Whichcot 
John  Whyte 
Major  Gen.  Whitmore 
James  Whitfhed 
Andrew  Wilkinfon 
William  Willy 

William,  Wilton 


Lord  Winterton 
William  Woodly 
Sir  George  Yonge 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke 
Hon.  John  Yorke 

absent. 

John  Offley 
George  Brudenel 
Richard  Cavendifh 
Peter  Dennis 
Miles  Barnes 
Cecil  Forrefler 
Jo f.  Gulfton 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcot 
John  Hewit 
Samuel  Egerton 
Right  Hon.  Hen.  Legge 
John  Luther 
James  Long 
John  Parker 
Lord  Harry  Powlett 
Thomas  Prowfe 
Matthew  Ridley 
Sir  John  Rufhout 
Hon.  Sir  Will.  Stanhope 
Thomas  Tracy 
Hon.  George  V. Vernon 
George  Wright 
Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel 
Hon.  George  Mon  ton 
Hon.  William  Craven 
&c.  Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 


iupported 
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fupported  by  feveral  in  the  Adminiftra* 
tion.  But  the  Minority  oppofed  it  ;  be. 
caufe  they  thought,  a  bill  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  men  in  office,  who  had  been 
attempting  to  juftify  their  own  proceed¬ 
ings,  would  undoubtedly  be  a  pieroga- 
tive  bill.  If  a  bill  be  at  all  neceffary, 
faid  they,  it  ffiould  be  framed  by  thole 
who  are  contending  for  liberty,  and  not 
thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  evade  the 
difpute.  The  motion  was  therefore  re¬ 
jected. 

The  Majority  by  which  the  queltion  of 
adjournment  was  carried,  was  fo  fmall, 
that  the  Adminiftration  may  rather  be 
faid  to  have  had  an  efcape,  than  to  have 
obtained  a  victory.  And  fome  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Minority  imagined  they  be¬ 
gan  to  totter.  Thefe  patriots  now  thought 
ffiey  had  done  enough  to  get  themfelves 
into  offices ;  and  they  were  afraid  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  further,  left  they  Ihould 
thereby  ruin  the  probability  of  their  fup- 
pofed  fuccefs  :  Which  was  one  reafon  for 
their  not  making  a  fecond  effort,  upon  a 
motion  thev  had  formed  againft  thefeizure 

T  2  of 
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of  Papers,  which  was  generally  expeded 
That  was  a  point  of  real  importance  to 
the  Liberty  of  the  fubjed;  and  a  con- 
damnation  of  a  pradice  fo  horrid  and 
illegal  as  the  feizure  of  Papers  undoubtedly 
was,  would  have  given  the  mod  fenfible 
pleafure  to  every  Englithman.  But  the 
real  truth  is,  thefe  patriots  by  halves 
only,  when  they  were  in  office,  were  as 
drong  prerogative  men  as  thofe  whom 
they  now  oppofed  }  and  hoping  ffiortly 
to  be  in  office  again,  they  did  not  chufe 
to  condemn  a  pradice  which  many  of 
them  held  to  be  both  juftifiable  and  ne- 
ceflary.  So  that  this  Minority  were 
not  fuch  warm  and  fincere  friends  to  Li¬ 
berty  as  they  pretended :  Though  they 
vvexe  at  infinite  pains,  and  fome  expence, 
to  make  the  public  believe  their  profeffions,* 
from  their  attempt  to  condemn  General 
Warrants.  But  not  a  dep  would  they 
take  towards  either  remedying  or  con¬ 
demning  the  greater  grievance,  relative  to 
papers  ;  not  an  inch  further  would  they 
go  although  they  were  fure  of  carrying 
the  quedion.  If  it  be  legal  to  feize  pa- 

pers 
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pers  (and  fuch  filence  aimed  implies  it) 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfon  whofe  houfe  is  plundered 
for  them,  whether  the  fearch  and  feizure 
are  made  under  the  authority  of  a  general 
or  a  particular  warrant :  if  a  general  war¬ 
rant  will  not  do,  a  particular  one  may 
foon  be  had  :  a  Secretary  of  State  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  many  minutes  in  finding  a  Judice 
of  Peace  to  iffue  a  warrant  for  him.  The 
quedion  is,  Is  fuch  a  practice  legal  ?  The 
Minority  would  not  fay,  No.  Many  of 
them  are  fuppofed  to  approve  of  it,  in  cei- 
tain  cafes ;  as  in  high  treafon,  &c.  but  they 
would  neither  tell  the  public  what  thofe 
cafes  were,  nor  under  what  redridtions 
the  practice  ought  to  be  put.  They  hung 
out  a  fpecious,  but  deceitful,  appearance  of 
Liberty,  a  kind  of  a  will  with  a  wifp,  and 
intreated  the  public  to  follow  it.— The 
evafion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the 
clofe  imprifonment,  were  wholly  indefen- 
fible,  and  would  have  afforded  them  mod 
excellent  quedions.  Thofe  tranfa&ions 
were  clearly  againd  law,  and  therefore 
ought  to  have  been  cenfured.  Perhaps,  with 

T  3  refpedt 
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refpedf  to  the  warrant,  the  right  and  bcft 
way  of  proceeding  would  have  been  to 
have  moved  a  complaint  againft  the  Se¬ 
cretary  bimfelf ;  at  3  lead:  it  would  have 
been  the  moft  conftitutional,  and  moil  be¬ 
coming  the  dignity  of  Parliament.  But 
the  Minority  did  not  aim  at  doing  juftice 
to  the  laws  of  their  country.  The  bent 
of  their  defires  was  to  get  into  office. 

1  he  object  of  both  parties,  not  half  a 
dozen  excepted,  in  fupporting  and  oppo- 
fing  the  determination  of  this  queftion, 
relative  to  General  Warrants,  were,  fingly 
and  exclufively,  the  emoluments  of  of¬ 
fice  :  one  to  remain  in  pofielfion  of  what 
they  enjoyed,  and  the  other  to  feize  thofe 

benefits  for  themfelves.- - -In  no  age, 

except  that  which  produced  the  dedruc- 
tioa  of  the  Roman  Liberty,  were  venality 
and  corruption  fo  prevalent  as  at  this  time 
in  Biitain.  Tnofe  very  few,  who  are 
really  honed,  and  are  in  a  filiation  of 
viewing  the  fcandalous  tranfatfions  of  the 
majority  of  the  Great,  cannot  help  look¬ 
ing  with  horror  and  detedation  upon  two 
bodies  of  men  regulating  their  whole  con¬ 
duct 
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dutf:  by  the  Angle  rule  of  intereft  ;  plun¬ 
dering,  or  wifhing  to  plunder,  an  oppref- 
fed,  diilrafted  and  exhaufted  country  ; 
and  covering,  or  attempting  to  cover,  their 
bafe  defigns,  with  the  moll  folemn  pro¬ 
tections  of  love  for  the  public,  and 
claiming  the  title  of  Patriots  ;  a  title 
which  was  formerly  more  honourable  than 
any  which  a  court  could  bellow,  but  which 
their  repeated  perfidy  has  now  brought  to 
contempt  and  reproach. 


CHAP, 
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chap.  XIX. 

Ineffectual  attempt  to  relieve  the  Cyder  Coun¬ 
ties.  The  Minority  broken  Pi,'/'  • rr 
.r  .7  ~  J  or9Ren.  JJijmiJJiom 

M  nr  (f[nerals  C°nway  and  Acourt. 
and  Wir  triedf°rPerJury>  ™d  Kearjly 

BriZl  ham  ^  pUbliJhin&  the  N°rth 

HE  Second  great  point  of  oppoft- 
tion  was  the  excife  upon  cyder, 
pon  the  motion  to  renew  the  tax,  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  introduce  «  alterations 
and  amendments but  upon  the  queftion 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative 
by  167  again  ft  125.  Then  it  wag  ^ 

guea,  and  infifted  upon,  that  an  appeal 
to  juries  was  neceflary ;  and  would  re¬ 
move  an  effential  part  of  the  fubjecfts  com¬ 
plaints.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1764,  a  motion  was  made  “  for 
regulating  the  mode  of  collection  by  Ex¬ 
cife,  fo  as  to  fecure  to  the  fubjedt  their 
undoubted  right  of  trials  by  juries ;  and 
to  reftrain,  by  penalties,  any  abufes  of  the 

Off- 


Officers  of  Excife  contrary  to  law.”  But 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  i66againft 
120.  At  the  time  of  putting  this  queftion 
a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  Minority 
were  abfent,  The  fadt  is,  that  feveral  of 
them  were  for  this  Excife  and  another 
confiderable  part  of  them  did  not  chufe  to 
attend  upon  this  occafion,  becaufe  the 
Cyder  Members  had  not  affifted  them 
upon  the  points  they  had  fo  warmly  con- 
tefted.  To  this  want  of  union  in  thofe 
whofe  indifpenlible  intereft  it  was  to  have 
firmly  united,  the  Minifter  owed  his  ma¬ 
jority  upon  both  the  General  Warrants  and 
the  Excife  upon  Cyder.  Two  or  three  of 
the  principals,  finding  themfelves  duped 
in  their  expectations  of  getting  into  offices, 
were  fo  foured  and  chagrined  by  that 
difappointment,  that  they  began  to  give 
over  all  thoughts  of  oppofition,  and  to 
trouble  themfelves  no  further  about  it. 
Mr.  Pitt  totally  abfented  himfelf ;  and 
Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  immediately 
upon  the  adjournment  of  the  queftion 
upon  General  Warrants,  went  to  Cam¬ 
bridge 
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bridge  to  oppofe  Lord  Sandwich  in  his 
defign  of  becoming  Vice  Chancellor  of 
that  Univerfity.  By  the  abfence  of  thefe 
two  principal  perfons  at  that  critical  time, 
the  fpirit  of  oppofition  inftantly  cooled, 
and  the  Minifter  as  fuddenly  recovered 
his  ftrength.  The  probability  of  fuccefs 
being  now  further  removed  than  ever, 
they  began  to  break  with  one  another ;  and 
every  man  became  jealous  of  his  friend 
being  either  reconciled  to  the  Minifter, 
©r  fome  way  or  other  making  his  peace  at 
St.  James’s,  before  himfelf.  In  a  few 
weeks,  defertion  and  diflatisfadlion  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  whole  party:  info- 
much  that  when  the  public  buftnefs  came 
on,  that  is,  the  plan  of  fupplies,  which 
every  oppofition  has  always  thought  itfelf 
bound  to  oppofe,  they  were  almoft  totally 
filent  •  which  eave  to  the  Minifter  fuch 
a  manifeft  appearance  of  fuperiority, 
that  it  had  a  wonderful  effedl  upon  what 
are  called  the  Flying  Squadron ,  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  whom  had  joined  the  Mino¬ 
rity  upon  the  late  probability  of  fuccefs 

from  that  quarter  :  they  were  now  fo  tho¬ 
roughly 
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roughly  convinced  of  their  error  that  they 
returned  to  the  court  with  vows  of  the 
mofl  faithful  attachment.  The  feffion, 
therefore,  ended  without  any  further  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Minority. 

Bufinefs  being  finiffied,  and  the  Admi¬ 
nistration  now  in  the  meridian  of  their 
power,  and,  in  their  own  idea,  firm  and 
immoveable,  they  refolved  to  chaftife 
fome  of  their  military  enemies,  who  had 
dared  to  oppofe  them  upon  thofe  queftions 
which  fo  eminently  threatened  their  dif- 
folution.  The  firft  of  thefe,  whom  they 
thought  proper  to  mark  for  punifliment, 
was  General  Conway.  He  had  a  regi¬ 
ment,  and  was  moreover  a  Groom  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  the  King;  the  former  was 
taken  from  him,  and  from  the  latter  he 
was  difmifs’d.  This  conduit  initantly 
created  an  alarm.  It  was  confidered  by 
the  Public  as  an  attempt  to  deftroy  the 
freedom  and  independency  of  Parliament 
and  by  the  Officers  of  the  army  as  a  pecu¬ 
liar  hardffiip,  and  a  dilgrace  to  their  pro- 
feffion,  no  reafon  being  affigned  for  the 
General’s  difgrace.  It  muft  flacken  the 

zeal 
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zeal  of  Officers  (faid  one  of  General  Con¬ 
way’s  friends)  when  they  fee  that,  after  a 
life  fpent  in  the  fervice,  they  are  liable  to 
be  turned  adrift,  to  fatisfy  the  vengeance 
of  Minifters,  and  for  caufes  no  way  con¬ 
nected  with  the  profeffion.  It  affefts  the 
honour  of  Officers,  as  it  inclines  men 
without  doors  to  fufpeft  that  they  aft  un¬ 
der  fear  of  lofing  their  employments.  It 
indifpofes  their  countrymen  to  chufe  them 
into  Parliament,  as  an  Officer  can  no 
longer  be  fuppofed  a  free  Agent.  The 
Public  is  hurt,  if  the  rights  of  Parliament 
are  violated,  and  if  punifhment,  which 
is  only  due  to  crimes,  is  inffifted  on  in¬ 
corruptible  honefty  and  confcientious 
virtue.  It  is  hurt,  if  Minifters  revenge 
their  own  animofities  on  the  fervants  of  the 
King  and  the  Nation,  and  if  they  in  effeft 
declare,  that  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  lubjefts  the  guardians  of  thofe 

liberties  to  profeription. 

Thefe  difmiffions  (continued  the  fame 
advocate)  have  fometimes  been  exercifed 
againft  men  who  have  been  regular  and 
forward  in  opposition,  as  in  the  cafes  of  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Bolton,  the  Lords  West¬ 
moreland  and  Cobham.  But  General 
Conway’s  conduit  was  very  different 
fi  om  that  of  thofe  noble  Lords;  they  were 
fixed  and  determined  opponents  to  the 
then  Minifter;  he  was  enlifted  in  no 
Oppofition,  and  upon  the  report  being 
propagated  that  he  was,  he  declared  to  a 
Minifter,  before  witnefs,  «  that  he  was 
not,  nor  intended  to  be  engaged  in  oppo¬ 
fition.”  He  gave  but  one  vote  againft  the 
Minifter ;  for  he  voted  with  the  Majority 
upon  every  queftion  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  was  feveral  times  up  to  fpeak,  though 
never  pointed  to.  He  likewife  voted  with 
the  Miniftry  upon  the  Excife,  and  every 
other  queftion  throughout  the  whole  fel'- 
fion?  except  the  fingle  affair  of  the  War¬ 
rants.  This  difmiffion  was  therefore  ftngu- 
lar,  and  could  not  fail  exciting  very  ftrono- 
remarks.  But  whether  the  clamour  raifed 
by  it,  and  the  apparent  difguft  with  which 
it  was  received  by  the  army,  or  whether  the 
Admimftration  thought  this  example  fuffi- 
cient  to  fix  their  wavering  friends,  or  what 
other  caufes  prevented  a  number  of  other 

dir- 
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difmiffions  of  the  like  kind,  certain  it  is, 
they  were  not  made,  although  they  had 
been  threatened. 

This  inftance  of  difmiffing  General 
Conway  was  not  the  firft  which  the  Ad- 
miniftration  had  (hewn  to  the  Public,  and 
the  army,  of  their  refolution  to  punifh 
difobedience.  General  Acourt  had  been 
difmifled  fome  time  before:  he  had  voted 
again  ft  the  peace,  and,  as  the  minifterial 
writers  faid,  had  refufed  to  obey  an  order 
from  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  difmifs  a 
private  foldier.  It  was  affirmed  in  the 
public  papers  (and  that  affirmation  was 
not  contradicted)  that  the  letter  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  forty-fifth  number  of 
the  North-Briton,  contained  the  order 
alluded  to.  The  letter  was  as  follows : 


L.  S . 


By  the  Right  Hon.  Welbore 
Ellis,  hisMajefty’s  Secretary 
at  War. 


Having  received  his  Majefty  s  com¬ 
mands,  do  hereby  difcharge  Anthony  Ni¬ 
chols ,  a  private  man,  from  the  Coldftream 
regiment  of  foot-guards,  commanded  by 

General  James  Lord  Tyrawley,  lronv 

anv 
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any  further  fervice  in  the  fame  regiment. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  the 
War-office,  this  26th  day  of  March,  1763. 

W.  E  L  L  I  s/ 

‘To  all  his  MajeJly's  Officers,  civil 

and  military ,  whom  it  may  concern. 

By  the  Articles  of  War,  Sedt,  3,  Art. 
2,  “  After  a  non-commiffioned  Officer, 
or  Soldier,  ffiall  have  been  duly  enlifted 
and  fvvorn,  he  ffiall  not  be  difcharged  our 
fervice  without  a  difcharge  in  writing  ;  and 
no  difcharge  granted  to  him  ffiall  be  al¬ 
lowed  of  as  fufficient,  which  is  not  figned 
by  a  Field  Officer  of  the  regiment  into 
which  he  was  enlifled  ;  or  Commanding 

Officer  where  no  Field  Officer  of  the  regi- 
ment  is  in  Great  Britain/* 

Quere.  Is  the  Secretary  at  War  a  Field 
Officer  ?  or  what  Officer  is  he  ? 

No  caufe  being  affigned  for  either  of 
thefe  difmiffions.  they  did  molt  certainly 
deferve,  and  for  the  honour  of  the  con¬ 
futation,  as  well  as  of  the  army,  ftrongly 
require  a  parliamentary  examination.  And 

with  refpedt  to  the  cafe  of  General  A  court, 

one  gentleman  of  the  Minority  propofed 
making  a  motion  of  that  kind,  but  when 

he 
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he  came  to  mention  it  to  his  colleagues) 
he  found  them  fo  backward,  and  fo  fear¬ 
ful  of  becoming  offenfive  to  St.  James’s, 
that  he  faw  he  fhould  not  be  fupported} 
therefore  it  was  laid  afide  *. 


*  Mr.  Webb,  who  had  fworn  in  the  trial  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Wood,  that  while  m  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  houfe  he  had  no  key  in  his  hand ,  (or  Some¬ 
thing  to  that  effect)  was  indeed  for  Perjury  by  the 
Grand  Tory  of  Middlefex,  and  tried  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  at  Weftminfter  Hall,  when  the  jury,  af¬ 
ter  flaying  out  a  confiderable  time,  at  length  acquitted 
him.  Two  of  thewitnefles,  on  this  occafion,  were, 
Kearfly,  the  original  publifher  of  the  North  bnton, 
and  Williams,  who  had  re-publiftied  the  fame  in  vo¬ 
lumes.  Profecutions  were  carried  on  againft  them 
for  thefe  offences,  and  they  were  both  found  guilty. 
The  former  fled  to  France  for  Some  time,  but  at 
length  furrendered,  and  was  committed  to  the  King  s 
Bench ;  from  whence  he  was  releafed  after  two 
months  confinement,  in  consideration  of  what  he 
had  already  Suffered,  and  the  artiom  wh,ch  he  had 
brought  againft  the  Meffengers,  and  others,  for  Sei¬ 
zing  and  detaining  his  papers  and  accompt  books  were 
entirely  withdrawn.  But  the  latter  was  fined  one  hundred 
pounds,  imprifoned  eight  months,  and  fet  .n  the  pil- 
Tory  :  Thislaft  part  of  thefentence,  was  fo  far  from 
proving  a  difgrace,  that  it  was  converted  into  a  pub- 
lie  triumph ;  for  people  gathered  round  the  P,llor> 
Such  aftonifhing  numbers,  and  by  words  and  emblems 
and  rewarding  the  Culprit  with  a  fum  of  money 
collected  from  the  people  prefent,  fliewed  fu(  h  a  ftr 
deteftation  of  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  fuppoied 
to  manage  the  arcana  of  State,  that  the  pillory  will 
Scarcely  again  become  an  engine  tor  the  intended 
punifhment  of  public  labels. 
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C  H  A  P.  XX. 

Of  the  Club  in  Albemarle  freet,  with  a  lijl 
of  the  Members.  Death  oj  the  Duke  of 
Devonfhirc  and  Mr.  Lcgge. 

f~T~' 'HE  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  furni  firing 
1  the  Minority  with  feveral  ftrong 
and  important  conflitutional  queftions, 
fome  gentlemen  of  weight  and  charac¬ 
ter  early  in  the  preceding  winter  pro- 
pofed  to  the  party  a  fcheme  of  affociation , 
the  purpole  of  which  w'as  to  keep  their 
friends  together,  and  to  give  them  the 
pleafure  of  meeting  and  converling  with 
each  other.  The  idea  was  approved  by 
a  great  part,  though  not  all  the  Mino¬ 
rity  ;  and  a  tavern  in  Albemarle-ftrcct, 
kept  by  Mr.  Wildman,  wras  fixed  upon 
for  the  place  of  meeting.  A  iubfcrip- 
tion  was  opened  to  pay  the  neceflary  ex- 
pences,  and  all  fubfcribers  were  members 
of  the  Club,  which  was  formed  under 
certain  regulations.  No  political  bufi- 
nefs  of  any  kind  was  meant  to  be  tranl- 
adted  at  any  of  the  meetings.  The  in- 
ftitution  was  fingly  to  preferve  anion. 

U  The 
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The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  Members 
in  the  Year  1764. 


Dukes  of  Devonfhire 
Newcaftle 
Bolton 
Grafton 
Portland 

Marquis  of  Rockingham 
Baris  Temple 

Cornwallis 

Albemarle 

Afhburnham 

Scarborough 

Befhorough 

Corke 

ClanbraUfil 

Charlemont 

Vifcounts  Torrington 
Midleton 
Allen 

Powerfcourt 
Lords  Dacre 

Edgecumbe 

Abergavenny 

Fortcfcue 

Gage 

W  alpole 

Grantham 

Ravenfworth 

Monfon 

Sondes 

G.  Cavepdifh 
F.  Cavendiih 
J.  Cavendilh 
Villi  ers 
E.  Ben ti nek 
Harry  Paulet 
Grey 
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Baronets . 
r  George  Savile 


r  William  Meredith 
r  H.  Mainwaring 
r  Ant.  Abdy 
r  George  Yonge 
rMarmaduke  Wyvill 
r  George  Colebroke 
r  George  Armitage 
r  Alex.  Gilmour 
r  Edw.  Deering 
r  John  Gibbons 
r  Kenrick  Clayton 
r  Francis  Vincent 
r  E.  Walpole 
r  C.  Saunders 
r  G.  Warren  J*K.  B. 
r  W.  Beau¬ 
champ  Prodlor 
Sir  William  Baker 
Sir  George  Metham 
Rt.  Hon.  H.  B.  Legge 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Grenville 
W.  Afhburnham 
H.  Crabb  Bolton 
Geo.  Bridgeman 
Peter  Burrell 
J.  Bentinck 
Barth.  Burton 
George  Byng 
Hodgfkinfon  Bankes 
George  Brudenell 
John  B uller 
John  Bullock 
John  Butler 

Charles 
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Charles  Boothby 
Richard  Cavendifh 
John  Calvert 
Nichollon  Calvert 
William  Clayton 
Robert  Clayton 
Nat  Cholmley 
Tho.  Cholmondeley 
Humph.  Cotes 
Ralph  Congreve 
Henry  Curwen 
Wenman  Coke 
John  Dodd 
Tho.  Lee  Dummer 
•  Giles  Earle 

Hon.  Col.  Fitzroy 
Will.  Fitzherbert 
Savile  Finch 
Brice  Fifher 
Richard  Fuller 
Rofe  Fuller 
Geo  rge  Gamier 
Canel  Hanbury 
James  Hewitt 
John  Hewett 
Richard  Hopkins 
David  Hartley 
George  Hunt 
Frafer  Honey  wood 
William  Ingram 
George  Jennings 
James  Jeffcrys 
Hugo  Meynell 
Jofeph  Mawbey 
fames  Murray 
Daniel  Mathew 
Richard  Mills 
John  Norris 
George  Onflow 


Col.  Onflow 
John  Offley 
Robert  Pratt 
Thomas  Pelham 
William  Plumer 
Richard  Pennant 
Henry  Penton 
Edw.  Popham 
Harcourt  Powell 
John  Plumptree 
Hon.  Tho.  Robinfoa 
John  Ratcliffe 
John  Roberts 
Charles  Stewart 
Fitzroy  Scudamore 
John  Scudamore 
John  Shelley 
John  Sawbndge 
James  Scawen 
Humph.  Sturt 
John  Sere 

Hon.  T.  Townfhend 
T.  Townfhend,  jun. 

Cha.  Townfhend,  ot 
Honningham 
Cha.  Townfhend,  of 
Bond-flrcct 
Thomas  Tracey 
Geo.  Foftcr  Tuffncll 
John  Tomlinfon 
Hon.  Tho.  Walpole 
Hon.  Boyle  Wall ingham 
William  Woodley 
Thomas  Whetham 
].  Warde 
Rowland  Wymrn 
John  Walfh 
John  Willis 
Scijeant  Whitaker 
U  2  Williams 
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William  Wjifon 
William  Woolafton 
James  Welt 


John  Whyte,  Efqulres. 
In  all  149. 


But  when  the  party  were  broken  and 
disheartened,  this  Club  dwindled  to  al¬ 
most  nothing  :  the  meetings  were  Sel¬ 
dom,  and  the  companies  Small.  So  that 
in  a  little  time  the  houfe  barely  furnished 
the  Shadow  of  a  party. 

During  the  Summer  the  Minority  fuf- 
fered  a  considerable  lofs  in  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  His  Grace 
had  never  been  either  vigorous  or  for¬ 
ward  in  opposition  ;  but  his  character 
was  amiable,  and  his  name  was  therefore 
ferviceable  ;  Jge  had  great  interest,  and  he 
kept  feveral  from  deferring.  In  the 
fpring  Mr.  Legge  died  :  but  his  mode¬ 
ration,  and  more  particularly  his  long  ill— 
nefs,  which  had  confined  him  for  fome 
time,  prevented  his  lofs  being  fo  Severely 
felt  by  the  party. 


C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

Mr.  Torke  accepts  a  patent  of  precedence. 
Lord  Bute  returns ;  and  becomes  uneafy 
to  the  Minijlry,  whom  he  wants  to  change r. 
The  parliament  meets,  and  the  quejhcfc 
concerning  General  Warrants  is  again  a- 
gitated.  Lord  Temple's  declaration  to  the 
*Duke  of  Newcaflle.  The  Minority  to¬ 
tally  ruined. 

r-p  H  E  adminiftration  having  wea- 
i  the  red  all  ftorms,  having  reco¬ 
vered  their  loft  ftrength,  and  compleatly 
triumphed  over  their  enemies,  confider- 
ed  themfelves  as  fecure  for  life.  And  fo 
firmly  perfuaded  were  tome  ot  the  Mi¬ 
nority  of  the  probability  of  this  truth, 
that,  now  thinking  the  bcfl  of  the  lay  was 
on  the  fide  of  the  Miniftry,  feveral  of 
them  went  over  to  the  Court.  The  molt 
diftinguifhed  of  thefe  was  the  lion.  Mr. 
Yorke,  the  late  Attorney-General :  who 
had  refigned  that  employment  when  a 
different  opinion  prevailed.  Pie  now  rc- 

U  3  turned 


<*  \ 


(  302  ) 

turned  to  St.  James’s,  and  accepted  of  a 
patent  of  precedence.  He  had  aded  fo 
very  even  a  part,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fay, 
whether  any  party  were  ferved  or  injured, 
by  the  acquifition  or  iofs. 

But  toe  adminiftration  were  ruined  by 
tlieir  own  victories :  for  fo  high  a  fenfe 
oii  they  entertain  of  their  ftrengtb, 
ujiion,  and  firmnefs,  that  they  appre¬ 
hended  nothing  could  difplace  them. 
U  tins  icea  had  prevailed  a  fhort 
time  amongft  them,  the  Earl  of  Bute 
returned  from  Bedioi  ufhirc  $  the  pro— 
fcription  carried  on  a  gain  ft  him  was  re¬ 
mitted,  and  he  refumed  his  influence  in 
the  Court.  1  o  this  re-admiffion  of  the 
Favourite,  the  Adminiftration  owe  their 
ruin.  During  his  abfence  they  gathered 
ftrength,  and  had  acquired  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  permanency.  Soon  after  his 
return,  they  were  weakened ;  and  as  it 
were  in  revenge  of  the  ill  treatment  he 
had  received,  the  ftate  was  obvioufly 
threatened  with  another  revolution.  But 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  fet  of  mini- 
fters  to  his  purpofe,  prevented  for  the 

•  prefent 


prefent  another  negotiation  being  open¬ 
ed  There  was  but  one  fet  of  men  whom 
he  preferred  to  the  fubfifting  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  thefe  he  had  tried  without 
fuccefs.  Neceffity  therefore  obliged  him 
to  fuffer  them  to  remain,  becaufe  he 
could  get  no  other.  But  to  convince 
them,  and  to  convince  their  opponents, 
that  he  was  (till  as  powerful  as  ever, 
he  diftributed  feveral  good  things,  as 
they  fell,  among  his  own  particular 
friends.  To  one  he  gave  an  Irifli  bi- 
Hioprick ;  and  the  fecretary  of  the  order 
of  the  Thiftle,  to  his  confident  Sir 
Harry  Erskine.  Both  thefe  were 
contrary  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Minifler;  and  he  ftrongly  remonftrated 
againft  them;  particularly  the  latter. 
Several  other  incidents  of  the  fame  kind 
happened.  From  all  which  it  was  ob¬ 
vious,  that  the  channel  of  promotion 
was  not  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  held 
the  employments  of  the  date  ;  but  of  a 
fccret  and  unrefponfible  Favourite.  To 
this  god  in  a  corner  all  the  fons  of  mam¬ 
mon'3  paid  adoration.  The  Court  was 

U  4  divided 
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divioed  into  two  factions ;  the  Mini- 
tieria!,  and  the  Favourite’s.  The  leaders 
of  both  were  jealous  of  each  other  •  and 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Bute 
were  in  a  ftate  of  enmity  concerning 
their  private  affairs.  But  thefe  mifun- 
derftandings  were  not  yet  ripe  enough 
to  caufe  an  Gpen  rupture  between  them. 
It  is  probable,  each  of  them  entertained 
hopes  of  drawing  an  additional  tlrength 
irom  the  Minority  fufficient  to  baffle 
tne  defigns  of  the  other;  for  they  both 
knew,  that  the  Minority  were  ready  to 
join  the  fiift  tnat  would  make  offers  to 
receive  them;  and  in  the  accomplifh- 
inent  of  fome  fcheme  of  that  kind,  they 
placed  their  hopes  of  liability.  But  nei¬ 
ther  at  prefent  were  prepared  .with  an  ex¬ 
plicit  declaration.  The  adminiftration 
were  content  to  rcniHin,  jjf  the  Favourite 
would  not  interfere,  and  counteract  their 
meafures.  And  on  the  other  hand,  the 
favourite  had  not  formed  his  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  again  ft  them. 

During  this  uncertainty  among  par¬ 
ties,  the  parliament  met.  Tire  Mino- 
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rity  had  pledged  themfelves  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  during  the  fummer,  that  they  would 
renew  the  motion  againft  General  Wai- 
rants.  Accordingly  a  day  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  but  Mr.  Pitt  being  confined  to  his 
bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  another 
fhort  day  was  fixed,  and  he  being  ftill 
unable  to  attend,  the  felf-erefted  mana¬ 
ger  of  this  motion,  determined  to  bring 
it  on  without  him ;  although  he  very 
well  knew  Mr.  Pitt  was  eagerly  defi- 
rous  of  fupporting  it.  But  having  ac¬ 
quired  fome  little  notice  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  by  leading  the  queftion  la  ft  year,  al¬ 
though  the  ability,  fpirit,  and  intereft  of 
other  perfons  gave  it  ftrength  and  con- 
fequence,  he  became  fo  enamoured  with 
his  own  importance,  that  he  flattered 
himfelf  with  the  idea  of  being  able  to  lead 
the  I-Ioufe  of  Commons.  He  therefore 
forced  on  the  queftion  againft  the  incli¬ 
nations  of  feveral  of  the  party,  who  were 
defirous  of  waiting  for  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  motion  made  by  Sir  William 
Meredith  was,  “  That  a  General 
Warrant  for  apprehending  the  authors, 

printers. 
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printers,  or  publishers  of  a  libel,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  papers,  is  not  warranted 
by  law,  and  is  an  high  violation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjed.”  It  was  Support¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  arguments  as  before, 
with  Some  retort  upon  the  administra¬ 
tion,  that  the  question  was  not  now  fub 
judice  in  the  action  brought  by  Mr. 
Wilkes  againft  Lord  Halifax;  for 
Mr.  Wilkes  being  outlawed,  that  adion 
could  not  be  tried.  The  Ministry,  how¬ 
ever,  Still  infifted  that  the  quellion  was 
Jub  judice ;  particularly  in  the  cafes  be¬ 
tween  the  printers  and  the  melfengers, 
where  bills  of  exceptions  had  been 
brought,  and  which  were  not  yet  argued. 
There  was  great  fallacy  in  this  argu¬ 
ment  ;  as  thofe  bills  of  exceptions  did 
not  touch  the  legality  of  the  warrant. 
But  it  was  a  Shift  to  evade  the  queflion. 
It  is  true,  the  court  of  King’s  Bench 
did,  feveral  months  afterwards,  when 
fome  of  thofe  bills  of  exceptions  came 
to  be  argued,  folemnly  condemn  the 
warrant ;  but  that  queflion  was  not 
flridly  before  them,  and  they  need  not 

have 
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have  done  it,  had  they  not  been  fo  in-* 
dined.  The  Minidry  likewife  infifted, 

1  that  tne  delay  in  obtaining  this  determi- 
natior  in  the  courts  below,  was  entirely 
o  sK  r  o  to  the  lolicitor  for  the  profecu- 
tors;  and  they  dwelt  particularly,  upon 
the  impropriety,  as  they  called  it,  of 
one  Houfe  of  Parliament  only,  coming 
o  a  refolution  upon  a  point  of  law; 
that  fuch  refolution  was  no  fecurity  to 
liberty,  that  it  was  ineffectual  as  to  the 
purpofe  intended,  and  that  it  would  be 
nugatory  in  a  pleading  in  Weftminfter- 
Hall,  the  Judges  there  being  bound  to 
follow  the  law  as  made  by  the  three  ef- 
tates,  and  not  the.  fentiments  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  alone.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  the  queftion  was  altered 
and  narrowed,  in  the  following  manner. 
“  That  in  the  particular  cafe  of  libels, 
it  is  proper  and  necelTary  to  fix,  by  a 
vote  of  this  Houfe  only,  what  ought  to 
be  deemed  the  law,  in  refpedt  of  General 
'  Warrants ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  at  the 
time  when  the  determination  of  the  le¬ 
gality  of  fuch  warrants,  in  the  infiance 
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of  a  moft  feditious  and  treafonable  libel, 
is  adually  depending  before  the  courts 
of  law,  for  this  Houfe  to  declare  that  a 
General  Warrant  for  apprehending  the 
authors,  printers,  or  publifhers,  of  a  li¬ 
bel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
warranted  by  law,  and  is  an  high  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt.”  Which 
was  received  by  the  Houfe ;  and  after 
debating  it  till  five  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing,  the  queftion  was  carried  in  the  ne¬ 
gative,  by  a  confiderable  majority.  The 
very  perfons  who  propofed  and  enforced 
the  amendment,  voted  againft  it.  Here 
ended  this  great  queflion  concerning  Ge¬ 
neral  Warrants,  for  this  year;  about 
,  which  the  Minority  had  made  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  parade,  and  given  fuch  fo- 
lemn  afturances  to  the  public,  that  many 
well  meaning  perfons  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  thought  them  in  good 
earned:  in  this  ftruggle  for  liberty ;  but 
had  they  been  fo,  they  would  not  a  fe- 
cond  time  have  negledted  making  a  mo¬ 
tion,  they  had  laft  year  formed,  againft 
the  ieizure  of  papers.  A  point  fo  higli- 
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ly  intereftirig  to  the  fubjedb,  a  true  pa¬ 
triot  would  not  have  fuffered  to  remain 
unnoticed.  But  the  fadt  is,  the  Mino¬ 
rity  had  neither  true  patriotifm,  true 
virtue,  nor  common  honefty ;  for  they 
now  fhewed  themfelves  to  be  hypocrites 
to  the  caufe,  impoftors  upon  the  pubiic, 
and  traitors  to  each  other.  No  party 
was  ever  fo  truly  contemptible  in  fuch  a 
very  fhort  time.  It  foon  became  obvious 
to  all  mankind,  that  the  foie  purpofe  of 
this  ffiam  purfuit  of  liberty,  was  the 
poffeffion  of  lucrative  offices.  IVIi.  Biti 
feeing  of  what  fluff  they  were  made, 
kept  aloof.  He  did  not  attend  during 
the  whole  feffion.  Lord  Tempi.e  de¬ 
clared  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  others  of  the  party,  that  if  the  only 
end  propofed  by  oppofition,  was,  fingly 
and  exclufively,  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Great  Offices,  for  the  fake  of  the  fala- 
ries  of  them ;  if  nothing  was  intended 
for  the  public ;  and  if  they  would  nei¬ 
ther  propofe  nor  fupport  any  motion  or 
meafure,  for  the  true  fecurity  of  liberty, 

and  the  real  advantage  of  the  people  ; 

he 
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he  would  not  lend  .himfelf  as  a  cover 
to  any  fuch  principles.  Oppofition  was 
now  entirely  at  an  end.  The  venal  part 
of  the  Minority  found  themfelves  de- 

J 

tedted.  Thofe  colours  under  which  they 
flattered  themfelves  their  defigns  would 
have  been  concealed,  were  now  with¬ 
drawn  ;  and  they  appeared  like  a  fugi¬ 
tive  corps,  without  cloathing,  arms,  or 
officers.  For  fome  time  they  wandered 
in  this  defolate  and  difconfolate  plight ; 
and  at  length  finding  that  no  party  would 
accept  of  them,  they  became  quite  broken 
hearted,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  were  almoft 
totally  difperfed. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  late  Mino¬ 
rity.  A  party  which  had  been  original¬ 
ly  formed  for  the  beft  and  moft  laudable 
purpofes,  namely,  to  refift  the  power 
and  meafures  of  a  mifchievous  Favour¬ 
ite  ;  and  when  he  had  been  defeated, 
to  defend  the  conftitution  and  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  fubjedt,  by  oppofing  and 
cenfuring  all  arbitrary  violations  of  Mi- 
nifters.  Thefe  were  the  objedts  of  op- 
pofition.  The  was  in  part  accom- 
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plirtied  by  the  North  Briton.  But  out  of 
that  victory,  arofe  the  fecotid ;  which  was 
fcandalcufly  deferted  by  the  body  of  the 
party  ;  who  adding  wholly  upon  the  tem¬ 
porizing  principle  of  making  their  peace 
at  St.  James’s  as  foon  as  poflible,  in  order 
to  lofe  no  opportunity  of  getting  into  of¬ 
fice,  were  never  in  earned:  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  and  were  continually  checking 
every  meafure,  and  betraying  every  man, 
who  obdiutded  their  felfifh  and  interefted 
v]ews. - No  party  had  ever  fuch  admi¬ 

rable  ground  to  go  upon ;  and  had  the 
men  been  but  half  as  good  as  the  caufe, 
no  adminidration,  however  fupported, 
could  have  withdood  them.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Favourite,  together  with  the 
whole  fabrick  of  his  fydem,  mud  have 
been  dedroyed  for  ever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

Lord  Bute  reconciled  to  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  His  Lordfhif  s  view  in  that 
reconciliation.  Hijiory  of  the  Regency 
Bill :  a7id  an  intended  fpeech  againjl  it. 
Conference  between  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  and  Lord  Temple.  The  Minority, 
and  particularly  Lord  Rockingham ,  defire 
to  accept.  The  Duke  goes  to  Mr.  Pitt 
at  Hayes.  The  Treafury  offered  to  Lord 
Lyttelton.  Second  application  to  Lord 
Temple.  Before  an  anfwer  can  be  given 
the  Duke  advifes  the  King  to  recall  his 
Miniflers.  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  reconciled.  The  adminijlration  turn 
out  Lord  Bates  particular  friends.  The 
Parliament  prorogued . 

A  LTHOUGH  the  Favourite  permit- 
^  ^  ted  his  party  to  affift  and  fupport 
the  adminiftration  upon  the  queftion 
concerning  General  Warrants,  yet  that 
was  no  proof  of  his  approbation  of  the 
Miniflers,  or  that  he  wiffied  to  continue 
them  in  office.  On  the  contrary,  his 


aim 


(  3X3  ) 

aim  on  that  day  was  to  keep  the  Mino¬ 
rity  from  triumphing.  While  eveiy 
party  were  oppreffed,  and  while  he  pre¬ 
served  to  himfelf  the  power  of  making 
any  fuccefsful,  he  expeded  all  would 
confider  themfelves  as  dependent  upon 
him  ;  and  this  was  the  fituation  he  mod 
defired;  becaufe  it  flattered  his  vanity, 
and,  as  he  thought,  fecured  him  from 
danger.  But  the  adminiftration  having 
refufed  to  become  perfectly  obfequious  to 
him,  and  the  breach  between  them  being 
wider  every  day,  the  refolution  was  ta¬ 
ken  to  difmifs  them.  And,  as  it  had 
ever  been  his  purpofe,  to  bring  in  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  under  certain 
conditions,  to  which  having  found  they 
would  not  fubfcribe  when  offered  by 
himfelf,  he  determined  to  try  the  force 
of  other  hands,  to  foften  and  prevail  up¬ 
on  thefe  impracticable  men.  None  ap¬ 
peared  fo  fuitable  to  his  purpofe  as  the 
Duke  of  C.  That  Prince  was  fuppofed 
to.  have  been  a  friend  to  the  Minority ; 
therefore,  befides  the  natural  dignity  of 
his  character,  it  might,  and  probably 
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was  conjectured,  that  whatever  came 
from  him  would  carry  with  it  its  own 
weight  and  conviction.  With  the  inten¬ 
tion,  and  the  expectation,  of  reconciling 
to  office  through  this  intereft,  the  two 
able  and  refpeCtable  perfons  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  the  Favourite  addrefled  himfelf 
to  his  R.  B.  He  appeared  publickly, 
together  with  his  brother,  at  feveral  of 
the  Duke’s  levees.  This  conduct  at  firft 
appeared  extremely  myfterious ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  there  were  ftrong  reafons 
for  believing  they  had  not  approved  of 
each  other’s  behaviour  for  fome  time 
paft.  What  could  be  the  motive  or  de- 
lign  of  this  fudden  and  fingular  friend- 
fhip  very  few  could  perceive.  A  bout  this 
period  his  Majefty  happened  to  be  fome- 
what  indifpofed  :  upon  his  recovery,  the 
idea  of  a  Regency  was  l'uggefted ;  and 
on  the  24th  of  April  1765,  his  Majefty 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  confideration  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  the  bringing  in  a  bill,  fettling  a 
Regent  and  Council  of  Regency,  in  cafe 
of  his  death,  and  the  fucceffor  to  the 

throne 
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throne  fhould  be  under  the  age  of  eigh¬ 
teen.  And  the  fpeech  which  commu¬ 
nicated  this  bufinefs,  particularly  pro- 
pofed,  whether  it  would  not  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  veil  in  his  Majefty,  the  power 
of  appointing  the  Queen,  or  any  other  per- 
fon  of  the  Royal  Family ,  ufually  redding 
in  Great  Britain,  to  be  Regent  of  thele 
kingdoms,  and  guardian  of  the  fucceffor, 
until  he  fhould  be  eighteen  ?  The  bill 
was  brought  in,  giving  fuch  power ;  but 
a  doubt  ariling  concerning  the  extent  of 
the  explanation  of  the  words,  or  any 
other  of  the  Royal  Family ,  it  was  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  the  prefent  Royal  Family  were 
only  defcended  from  the  late  Kin?. 

J  O 

The  r —  confirmation  of  thofe  words  was 
afked  ;  and  it  was  underftood  from  au¬ 
thority,  and  the  beft  public  authority 
of  the  time,  that  that  conftrudtion  and 
the  previous  affirmation  were  the  fame. 
The  bill  palled  the  upper  Houfe,  declar¬ 
ing  the  Royal  Family  to  be  only  the  de¬ 
pendents  of  the  late  King :  which  ex¬ 
cluded  the  Pr.  D.  who  was  of  another 
Family.  The  adminiftration,  to  whom 

X  2  the 
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the  bill  was  never  fuppofed  to  be  agree¬ 
able,  are  fpoken  of  as  confidering  this  a 
kind  of  vi&oiy  over  the  Favourite,  vvhofe 
particular  views  were  thought  to  be  de- 
ftroved  bv  this  exclufion,  which  was  ac- 

J  J 

complifhed  without  a  manifeft  oppoli- 
tion  to  the  bill.  But  when  it  came  into 
the  Commons,  a  motion  was  made  and 
fupported  by  the  friends  of  the  Favou¬ 
rite,  to  infert  her  Royal  Highnefs’s  name  ; 
to  which  the  Houfe  agreed.  And  with 
this  amendment  it  went  back  to  the 
Lords,  where  it  met  with  no  fecond  op- 
pofition.  But  the  following  fpeech  was 
faid  to  have  been  intended  to  be  fpoken 
upon  this  occalion. 

A  Speech  intended  to  have  been  fpoken 
when  the  Commons  returned  the  Regency 
Bill ,  with  an  amendment  refpedling  the 
Prince/s  Dowager. 

My  Lords, 

I  Hope  your  Lordfhips  will  find  no 
difficulty  in  difagreeing  w  ith  the  H. 
of  Commons  in  regard  to  this  extraor- 

i 
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dinary  Amendment.  I  call  it  extraordi¬ 
nary,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the  refolution, 
which  your  Lordfhips  came  to  upon  this 
claufe  in  the  bill,  was  founded  upon  an 
implyed,  and  (as  your  Lordfhips  confi- 
dered  it)  an  authentick  requelb  from  the 
Crown,  delivered  to  this  Houfe  by  one 
of  the  firft  Minifters  of  his  Majefiy ; 
to  which  your  Lordfhips  did  according¬ 
ly  give  an  immediate  and  ferious  atten¬ 
tion,  and  a  mod  unanimous  approba¬ 
tion. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  perfons 
who  moved  for  this  alteration  in  the 
other  Houfe,  were  men  of  undoubted 
loyalty,  and  therefore  I  will  not  inquire 
into  the  date  or  complexion  of  their  loy¬ 
alty.  But  I  cannot  comprehend,  my 
Lords,  what  unintelligible  and  unoften- 
fible  inference  could  turn  the  hearts  of 
that  great  Aflembly  as  the  heart  of  one 
man,  and  call  upon  them  to  rejedl  an 
article  of  the  bill,  fo  properly  founded 
upon  a  declaration  of  his  Majefly’s  in¬ 
clinations,  and  fo  unanimoufly  affented 
to  by  your  Lordfhips.  Was  it  becaufe 
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they  were  better  acquainted  and  mors 
impreffed  with  the  virtues  of  the  Royal 
Perfon,  who  is  the  object  of  this  amend¬ 
ment  ?  Your  Lordfhips,  I  fuppofe,  will 
not  give  way  to  the  H.  of  Commons,  in 
doing  all  juftice  to  the  character  of  this 
great  Princefs ;  moft  certainly,  my 
Lords,  the  King  himfelf  will  not  be  be¬ 
hind  hand  with  the  body  of  his  fubjedts, 

*  '  j.  ,  ,  i 

in  fhewing  every  proper  mark  of  affec¬ 
tion  to  his  royal  mother. — And  yet,  my 
Lords,  both  the  King  and  your  Lord- 
(hips  faw  very  wife  reafons  for  what  you 
did ;  your  Lordfhips  treated  the  matter, 
jo  circumjlance d,  with  a  fteadinefs,  which 
became  you  ;  with  the  utmoft  delicacy, 
and  without  any  improper  explanations 
upon  fo  nice  a  fubjedt. 

j  t  -  * 

I  think  there  was  no  undutiful  inti¬ 

mation  contained  in  this  method  of  pro- 
ceeding.  But  it  feems  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  were  determined  to  uncover 
this  veil. — If  they  did  it  to  (how  their 

•'  *  I  * 

fuperior  regard  to  his  Majefly,  they  are 
contradicted  by  the  only  publick  evi¬ 

dence  of  his  royal  inclinations.— -If  they 

*  *  »  *  *  i  * 
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did  it  to  (hew  their  contempt  of  fuch  of 
his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  as  fit  in  this 
houfe,  they  adted  (at  leaft,  as  I  think) 
not  a  very  wife  part,  becaufe  not  a  re¬ 
conciling  part ;  but  yet  fuch  a  one,  as 
the  freedom  of  that  great  and  refpedt- 
able  Aflembly,  has  ever  entitled,  and  I 
hope  in  God  will  ever  intitle  them  to. 
But  in  the  midft  of  this  ftrange  and 
unaccountable  fludtuation  of  things, 
what  will  the  wife  and  the  honcft  part 
of  the  world  without  doois  think  oi 
this  unfortunate  country  ?  What  can 
they  think,  my  Lords,  but  that  we 
have  really  and  truly  no  Minifters  at 
all  ?  And  that  every  thing  is  done  and 
undone  (even  in  the  higheft  and  molt 
important  concerns  of  this  kingdom)  by 
the  hint  or  the  whifpcr  of  fome  great 
idol  in  a  corner  ?— If  fuch  a  one  there 
be,  my  Lords,  I  hope  he  will  be  found 
out  in  due  time,  and  be  treated,  I  will 
not  fay  as  he  deferyes,  but  configned  to 
fome  inoffenlive  fituation,  where  he  may 
be  at  liberty  to  contemplate  the  folly 
and  vanity  of  his  ambition,  as  it  may 

X  4.  affedt 
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•afFe<fb  his  own  perfon,  and  the  danger  and 
wickednefs  of  it,  as  it  may  affedt  the  true 
and  lading  intereft  of  his  royal  and  gra¬ 
cious  m  after. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  Lords,  I  think 
we  cannot  better  fhew  our  duty  to  the 
King,  and  our  regard  to  the  dignity  of 
this  Houfe,  than  by  difagreeing  with  the 
Commons  in  this  amendment. 

r 

'Though  the  Favourite  with  much 
difficulty  carried  his  point,  yet  the 
treatment  he  received  from  the  admini- 
llration  in  this  bufinefs,  was  by  no 
means  to  be  forgiven.  Accordingly  the 
next  traces  we  find  of  him,  are  in  a 
defign  to  change  the  adrpiniftration,  by 
an  attempt  to  introduce  Lord  Temple 

and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  reader  has  al- 

«•  *  ' 

ready  obferved  his  reconciliation  with 

___  l  # 

the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  we 
fhall  now  fee  the  confequences.  On 

l  •  A  ;  c 

Wednesday  the  15th  of  May,  his  Roy¬ 
al  Plighnefs  fent  for  Lord  Temple, 
who  was  then  at  his  country  feat  at 
Stowe,  and  told  his  Lordfhip,  his  Ma- 

V .  *»  ’ ,  »  •>  *  *  /  \  •  .  ^  v*  4  • 

jefty 

1 


(  321  ) 

jefly  had  a  mind  to  change  his  Mini- 
fters,  and  to  take  in  his  Lordffiip  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  with  fome  of  their  friends ; 
and  defired  their  conditions.  His  Lord- 

4  * 

{hip  anfwered,  The  making  certain  for 
reign  alliances,  the  reftoration  of  officers, 
the  repeal  of  the  excife  upon  cyder,  ancj 
the  condemnation  of  general  warrants, 
the  feizure  of  papers,  &c.  Thefe  were 
agreed  to.  But  on  the  other  hand  it 
was  infifted,  that  Lord  Northum¬ 
berland  ffiould  be  at  the  head  of  the 
*  •  *  * 

Treafury.  Upon  which  Lord  Temple 
is  Laid  to  have  declared,  “  He  would 
never  come  in  under  Lord  Bute’s 
Lieutenant.”*  Indeed  it  is  fingular,  that 
a  compliance  with  this  condition  fhould 
be  expe&ed,  confidering  the  pofitive 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  refufed  be¬ 
fore.  But  it  was  now  manifed,  beyond 
g.  doubt,  who  was  the  fecret  fpring  of 
this  negotiation.  Yet  fo  defirous  were 
the  Minority  of  places,  that  though  they 
had  broke  with  their  leader,  though 

they 

*  Lord  Northumberland  had  lately  been 
.Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
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they  had  almoft  totally  deferted  him, 
particularly  in  the  quellion  upon  the  Re¬ 
gency  bill,  they  now  crouded  about  him, 
and  prelfed  him  in  the  mod  earneft 
and  abjedt  manner  to  accept.  They 
feared  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  getting  into  office.  Among  thefe 
was  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
who  applied  all  his  arguments  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  perfualion  to  prevail  upon  his 
Lordffiip  to  accept,  even  with  Lord  Nor¬ 
thumberland  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury.  But  all  in  vain.  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  'was  faithful  to  his  original  prin¬ 
ciple  of  refilling  the  Favourite.  On  the 
Sunday  morning  the  Duke  lent  a  mef- 
fage  to  his  Lordffiip  defiring  to  meet 
him  at  Mr.  Pitt's  at  Hayes,  at  twelve 
o’clock  that  day.  This  refolution  of 
going  to  Hayes,  was  taken  without  the 
participation  of  his  Lordffiip,  although 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  Lordffiip  were  to  be 
joined  together  in  office.  But  it  was 
the  principle  of  this  whole  negotiation 
to  take  them  always  Suddenly,  and 
Sometimes  Separately ;  in  order,  if  poffi- 
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ble,  to  precipitate  them  into  an  accept¬ 
ance,  before  they  had  time  to  difcover 
the  footfteps  of  the  fecret  agent.  But 
the  difguife  was  of  fuch  a  flimfey  tex¬ 
ture,  and  fo  aukwardly  put  on,  that  the 
intended  impofition  was  not  only  obvi¬ 
ous,  but  the  attempt  to  conceal  it,  ri¬ 
diculous  and  contemptible.  The  Duke 
propofed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  lame  condition 
concerning  Lord  Northumberland, 


that  had  been  refufed  by  Lord  Temple. 
But  Mr.  Pi  tt  likewife  rejected  it,  and 

for  the  fame  reafon  that  had  influenced 

1  '  '  ' 

the  noble  Lord.  This  unexpedted  firm- 

d  f  (  •'r  t  *•  • 

nefs  againfl:  offers  perfonally  made  by  a 
Prince  of  the  blood  royal,  a  Prince  of 
great  character,  and  high  in  the  efteem 
of  the  people,  might  have  ruined  the 
reputations  of  any  other  men  but  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  as  few  per- 

*•  »  *  *  „  *r  * 

haps  would  believe,  any  terms  which 
fuch  a  Prince  could  propofe,  were  im¬ 
proper  for  a  fubjedt  to  accept.  And  it 
is  not  quite  impofllble,  that  fuch  an 


embafly 


was  only  made  to  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation 
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dation  of  fuch  an  odium  ;  for  who  could 
have  a  moment’s  doubt  that  knew  the 
men,  they  would  never  ill  bin  it,  under 
any  hands,  to  be  the  inftruments  of  the 
Favourite.  But  whatever  was  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  this  errand,  it  was  in  no  reipedt 
anfwered.  The  eflablifhed  characters  of 
the  perfons  preferved  them  from  cen- 
fure ;  and  though  the  terms  refufed 
were  not  known,  yet  it  was  taken  for 
granted,  that  they  were  fuch  as  thofe 
great  men  could  not  accept  with  honour 
to  themfelves,  and  fidelity  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Next  day  the  Treafury  was  offer¬ 
ed  to  Lord  Lyttelton  :  but  that  no¬ 
ble  Lord  thought  proper  to  excufe  him- 
felf.  The  account  of  this  fecond  offer 
conveyed  to  the  noble  Lord  before  ap¬ 
plied  to,  the  firft  information  of  the 
point  concerning  Lord  Northumber¬ 
land,  being  relinquifhed.  The  Duke 
then  apprehending,  that  Lord  Temple 
had  not  fully  underftood  his  powers,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  renewed  his  applications 
to  that  noble  Lord.  This  was  on  the 
Tuefday.  But  before  his  Lordfhip,  and 

Lord 
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Lord  Lyttelton  (who  were  now  in 
the  moft  cordial  and  firm  union)  were 
got  into  the  chaife  in  order  to  go  and 
confult  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  went  to  the  Queen’s  palace, 
and  advifed  his  Majefty  to  recall  his  old 
Minifters.  Upon  what  caufe,  or  with 
what  view,  this  was  done,  is  not  very 
eafy  to  difcover.  Certain  it  is,  that  that 
was  the  fad ;  and  that  it  put  an  end  to 
the  negotiation  for  the  prefent. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Temple 
and  his  brother,  the  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Grenville,  through  the  mediation  of 

feveral  noble  perfons,  became  reconciled. 

■ 

This  event  was  at  firft  greatly  approved 
of  by  the  Minority  ;  many  of  whom  re¬ 
peatedly  declared,  “  they  did  not  doubt 
but  it  would  have  very  good  confequences.” 
The  principle  of  this  reconciliation  was  no 
more  than  private  friendlhip,  as  brothers  ; 
and  in  politics,  only  as  to  meafures  in  fu¬ 
ture .  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pajl. 
HisLordfhip  remained  the  fame  firm  friend 
to  the  public  caufe,  that  he  always  had 
been. 


The 
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T  lie  fubfilling  Adminillration  were 
now  determined  to  adt  as  firmly  againll 
the  Favourite,  as  thofe  who  had  been  fo- 
licited  to  accept  their  places.  They 
had  laboured  a  confiderable  time  under 
the  fufpicion  of  being  his  implicit  in- 
flruments  j  they  therefore  refolved  to 
clear  themfelves  of  that  fufpicion  at 
once,  by  giving  a  fignal  mark  of  their 
authority,  in  direCl  hofiility  to  him< 
When  recalled,  they  infilled  upon  thefc 
conditions,  viz.  The  difmifiion  of  Lord 
Northumberland  from  the  lieute¬ 
nancy  of  Ireland;  of  Mr.  Stuart 
Mackenzie,  Lord  Bute’s  brother, 
from  his  poll  of  Privy  Seal  of  Scotland ; 
and  of  Lord  Holland  from  the  pay 
office.  To  Lord  Weymouth  they 
gave  the  firll,  to  Lord  Fred.  Camp¬ 
bell  the  fecond,  and  to  Mr.  Charles 
Townshend  the  lalt.  When  thefe  were 
fettled,  the  Parliament,  which  had  been 
kept  fitting  in  expectation  of  ifiuing 
writs  for  re-eleClions  upon  the  lately  in¬ 
tended  change  of  Minifters,  was  now 
prorogued. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Second  negotiation  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Temple :  it  breaks  off.  Adminiftration 
changed.  Remarks.  The  Favourites 
power  ffll  the  fame. 

TH  E  avowed  and  daring  marks  of 
hoftility  which  the  adminiftration 
lately  fhewed  towards  the  Favourite, 
by  difmifling  his  particular  aflbciates  and 
friends,  were  fuch  high  and  heinous  of¬ 
fences  againft  his  power,  that  they 
were  conftdered  as  adfs  of  rebellion  j  for 
which  abfolute  death  muft  be  the  pu- 
nifhment.  From  that  moment  it  was 
again  refolved  to  change  the  adminiftra¬ 
tion  :  though,  as  ufual,  it  was  not  known 
whether  any  body  would  accept  of  their 
places.  For  this  reafon  therefore,  and 
this  only,  they  were  afterwards  difmilf- 
ed.  All  former  offences,  which  fecm  to 
have  been  pardoned,  for  the  prefent  at 
Meaft,  with  the  recall,  were  revived  by 
his  avowed  and  open  adt  of  rebellion  ; 

which 
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which  was  not  to  be  forgiven.  A  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  fet  on  foot  with  Mr. 
Pitt.  And  he  had  a  conference  with 
his  Majefty  at  the  Queen’s  palace  on  the 
20th  of  June,  and  another  on  the  22d. 
The  confequence  of  which  were,  that 
Lord  Temple  was  again  fent  for  from 
Stowe:  and  on  the  25th  they  went  to 
the  Queen’s  Palace;  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions  appeared ;  viz.  that  Mr. 
Stuart  Mackenzie  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  office;  that  Lord  Northum¬ 
berland  fhould  be  made  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  ;  and  that  the  Favourite’s  friends 
fhould  remain.  Upon  which  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  declared,  he  could  not  accept.* 
And  here  the  negotiation  entirely  broke 
off.  It  has  been  faid,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  willing  to  go  into  office  upon  thofe 
terms;  but  if  he  was,  it  would  not  have 
been  with  an  adminiftration  formed  at 

Windfor 

*  The  motive  of  this  refufal  the  reader  will  find 
amply  explained  in  a  little  tradt  entitled,  The  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  late  changes  exatnined  \  which  contains 
many  things  worthy  his  attention. 
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Windfor  Lodge  and  Claremont;  for  he 
declared  he  had  no  opinion  of  fuch  an 
one.  And  it  is  certain  that  if  ever  he 
was  willing,  he  afterwards  altered  his 
mind  upon  maturer  confideration. 

-  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
had  not  hitherto  appeared  in  this  laffc 
negotiation,  now  came  forward ;  and 
applied  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Lord  Rockingham,  and  others.  This 
was  the  laffc  refource.  There  was  no 
other  fet  of  men  to  be  found  who  had 
not  refufed.  And  if  thefe  had  been 
poffeffed  of  virtue  fufficient  to  follow  their 
example,  and  adhere  to  their  friends,  the 
Favourite  mult  have  departed,  as  he 
would  then  have  found  the  objections  of 
all  were  purely  againft  him ;  and  fo 
thoroughly  was  he  convinced  of  the  ne- 
celhty  and  prudence  of  fuch  a  meafure 
in  cafe  none  would  accept,  that  he  had 
then  actually  in  contemplation  a  journey 
beyond  the  Alps ;  when  this  laffc  fet  of 
*  men,  after  fome  doubts  and  hefitation, 
arifing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
inability,  confentcd  to  his  continuance 
at  home,  by  accepting  the  great  offices 
of  date.  In  that  critical  moment  which 

Y 
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was  the  only  opportunity  that  ever  did, 
or  perhaps  ever  will  happen,  for  fairly 
getting  rid  of  him,  did  they  refoive  to 
defert  their  friends,  and  to  ftep  in 
for  his  prefervation ;  when  a  week  or 
ten  days  firmnefs,  muffc  have  accom- 
plilhed  what  the  whole  kingdom  fo  ear- 
neftly  wiflied  for,  and  what  all  parties 

had  attempted  in  vain. 

Lord  Rockingham  was  made  fir  it 
Lord  of  the  Treafury;  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  Lord  privy  Seal,  with 
leave  to  provide  for  his  numerous  rela¬ 
tions  and  dependents ;  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  and  General  Conway  were 
made  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Mr. 
Y  o  R  k  e,  after  feveral  weeks  confideration, 
re-accepted  his  former  poll  of  Attorney 
General.  A  great  number  ofotherchanges 
were  made,  which  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  chronicles  and  kalendars  of  the  time. 

To  a  luft  of  power  and  a  defire  of  places, 
have  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom  been 
frequently  facrificed  :  but  in  no  inftance 
more  remarkably  than  in  this ;  becaufe 
never  was  any  moment  fo  happily  form¬ 
ed,  for  reftoring,  upon  the  folid  balls  of 

public  union,  an  able  and  difinterefted 

admi- 
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adminiftration,  fo  cruelly  and  wan¬ 
tonly  deflroyed  by  a  fet  of  men  who 
having  no  virtue  themlclves,  were  de¬ 
termined  to  deftroy  the  effeils  of  it  in 
others.  After  fo  much  firmnefs  had 
been  fhewn  by  thofe  who  were  firft  ap¬ 
plied  to,  in  repeatedly  refilling  the 
temptations  of  power  and  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office,  from  a  defire  of  laying 
and  eftablilhing  the  foundation  of  pub¬ 
lic  happinefs  ;  and  after  the  like  refin¬ 
ance  had  been  made  by  others,  who  had 
experienced  the  impoffibilities  of  ailing 
under  a  controulfo  capricious  and  odious  ; 
can  it  be  fuppofed,  or  will  it  be  credited, 
that  thofe  who  could  take  advantage  of 
fuch  a  crifis,  and  fuch  a  lituation,  to 
throw  themfelves  into  offices,  for  the 
fake  of  the  falaries  of  them,  without 
the  power,  will  ever  in  any  manner  re¬ 
fill  the  hand  that  raifed  them,  and  can 
difmifs  them  ?  —  If  it  fhould  be  alked, 
how  they  came  to  be  admitted  without 
agreeing  to  thofe  laid  conditions  which 
Lord  Temple  refufed,  the  anfwer  is 
obvious ;  they  offered  no  ffipulations 
either  on  behalf  of  the  public  or  them- 
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felves ;  and  if  they  had,  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  to  take  the  very  terms 
which  had  been  fo  refufed  ;  that  would 
have  been  too  fignal  a  proof  of  the  Fa¬ 
vourite’s  power ;  but  as  they  were 
known  to  be  mere  worldly  men,  and 
would  never  go  againft  their  intereft, 
it  was  taken  for  granted  they  would  a<Tt 
with  lefs  hoftility  towards  the  Favourite, 
than  any  other  fet  of  men  whatever. 
And  did  not  the  fadt  prove  the  fuppo- 
fition  to  have  been  rightly  founded  ? 
Did  they  dare  to  difmifs  his  friends  ? 
On  the  contrary,  Did  not  his  influence 
continue  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner 
as  at  any  other  period  fince  his  acceflion 
to  power  ?  And  was  it  not  exerted,  with 
as  many  indignities  to  this  adminiftra- 
tion,  aseverit  had  been  tothepreceeding? 
And  had  they  either  courage  or  virtue 
to  oppofe  him  ?  We  daily  faw  they  had 
not.  They  were  appearances  only  which, 
for  certain  reafons,  were  changed  ;  reali¬ 
ties  continued,  and  are  meant  ftill  to  con¬ 
tinue. 
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